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GUINNESS & ODER ON TAR LIVE MUSIC, PUB PRICES 


unibar 



8 POOL TABLES, BEER GARDEN, JUKE BOX, SECURITY 

WED 6 SEPT 1 

REGURGITATOR 

HENRY'S ANGER + EMPORIUM 


THU 7 SEPT tickets on sale 

CHANNEL ZERO 


DOWN TIME + ALCHEMIST 


FRI 8 SEPT ANU BAND NIGHT 
WAYWARD + JOHN REED CLUB 
+ ELEPHUNK + LIQUID 


SAT 9 SEPT 




HAMMONDS 


WED 1 3 SEPT tickets on sale 

YOU AM I 


THU 14 SEPT 


JAZZ N' JUGS 


FRI 15 SEPT 

PRIVATE FUNCTION 


SAT 1 6 SEPT 


IN QUEBEC 


FRI 22 SEPT tickets on sale 

URGE OVERKILL 

EVEN + HOLDEN CAULFIELD 


SAT 23 SEPT 

ZENI GEVA 


+ DEATHLESS 
+ PUBLIC HANGING 
+ WOMNAL 


WED 27 SEPT tickets on sale 


DEICIDE 


+ ARMOURED ANGEL 
+ SADISTIC EXECUTION 


FRI 29 SEPT 


GODSTAR 


FRI 6 OCTOBER 


BIRDSEED [C.D LAUNCH] 


WED 1 1 OCTOBER 


INFECTIOUS GROOVES 


ANU 


concertline: 249 2546 


As a student, you are automatically a 
member of the ANU Union and entitled to 
use any or all of the following services at 
genuinely rock bottom prices.... 


n n Open Mon-Fri, from conked or 

continental breakfast, through 
salads, to paslu or roast. 

Breakfast: 7.30am - 1 0.00am Lunch: 11.30am - '2.30pm 

Dinner 4.30pm - 7.30pm 


AM 1 Bar & Beer Garden. Open Mon-I n from 12pm Ag 
till 1 0pm.* Open Sal at 3pm. 

Pool Comps / (’heap Drinks / Bands etc etc etc I A 

* Closing times change doe to gigs and events at UNI Bar, %/c 


Funciions & 
conference centre 




aue io gigs ana events atom ear. 

Having a special oecassion? We can eater foi 
engagements, weddings, 21 si's, conferences, 
meetings... Just give us a call. 


For the best in Lebanese cuisine you just 
can't heal Salwa's. We also specialise in 
vegetarian... Open , Vlon-Fri 10.00am - 3.30pm. 


•Jpdair*. tf>. UiJonQFfct 


ASlAn BISTRO 

&HEAJCTH FOOD BAR 

Open from midday for lunch and 4.30pm for dinner and offering 
the most colorful and exotic flavours, (here is no alternative 
for Asian cuisine. 


T H E The Refectory is a self-serve sandwich and 

R BFICIORY lake ' awa y ^ 00( * ^ ar with over 50 

* pi, „ Jj. R p freshly prepared ingredients. Open Mon- 

Fri from 8.00am to 4.30pm* 

* Refectory closes 4pm In holiday periods. K 


pEpcJORY 


The AM Union Newsagent and ANU Union 
Post Office eaters to all stationary Newsagent 
and postal needs in a conveniently 
central location. Open iVlon-Thurs 8.00am to 5.30pm 
and Fri 8.00am to 5.00pm. 


(U 


Australia 

Post 


The ANU Union also offers other 
services such as dry cleaning, film 
processing, hairdresser, mini-market, 
cycle hire, bakey, optometrist, passport 
photos and many, many more. 

Take advantage, know your union 


General Enquiries 
Concertline 
Functions & Conference 

Centre 

Promotions 


249 2440 
249 2540 

249 2004 
249 2001 


http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-page15270543 
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Editor-in-chief Andrew Dempster Editorial Consultant Janina Jankowski 
Advertising Manager Peter Still Photography Peter Baldwin Kirstie 
Farrell Andrew Hogan Contributing Editors News MichaefMathieson J 
Letters Corin Throsby Entertainment Heidi Zwar Smell My Fingeh Nick 
Shaw Chunky Bits Bianca Nogrady Features Tom Barbalet Jessica Coates 
Fiona Kirsty Farrell Adam Hughes Owen Larkin Hamish McKellar Jenny 
Power Dan Silkstone Corin Throsby Sarah Wilson Art Darrell Robson 
Web Work ChuinNeeOoi John Robens Technical Assistance Peter Still 
Damian James Director of Student Publications Simon Banks Bins 
reluctantly emptied by Michael Zorbas Contributors John Asker Igor Best 
Jason Cebalo Craig Cork Drunken Disgrace Ben Clanchy Jessica Coates Rosie 
Cooney Garth Crawford Rachel Doland George Dunford Tree Frog Office 
Goth Hugh jorgan Owen Larkin Patrick Mackerras Hamish McPherson Amrita 
Mahli Yvette Martin Catherine Mellors Bianca Nogrady Office Goth Roger 
the Cabin Boy Kirsty Ruddock Nick Shaw Dan Silkstone Percy Sludge Sarah 
Stephen Corin Throsby Sarah Wilson Granny X Heidstar Thanks to Acton 
Supermarket, Peter Spicer, Patrick from Canweb and the Drunken Disgrace, 
without whom Woroni would only have been 36 pages long Apologies to 
anyone whose name we've forgotten to add to the list. Woroni is the official 
publication of the ANU Students' Association. In term four, it will be available 
twice. The opinions expressed in Woroni are neither those of the editors nor 
of the Students’ Association, nor frequently of the writers. If you want to 
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contribute to Woroni, we’d like to hear from you. We're looking for feature 
articles, guest columns, news items arid letters, original comedy and 
“miscellaneous chunky bits. As soon as you come up with an idea, let us know. 
You can contact us in the Woroni office, located on the Bridge, ANU Union, 
by phone on 2487127 or via email on worbni_articles©student. anu.edu.au. Or 
send contributions to Woroni, ANU Students' Association. Ail contributions 
should include a name, student, number and phone number for verification. 
We select articles for inclusion in Woroni based on the criteria of relevance, 
interest and topicality. Woroni Online You can access the latest issue of 
Woroni, widi millions of other computer users worldwide, from the privacy of 
your netwprked Mac or PC. Our, WWW address is http://siudeiit.anu.edu.au/ 
Woroni. For more information, contact us. Feel angry? Write. us a letter, 
because you are intrinsically good and your negative feelings are valuable too. 
Deadline for the next issue is Tuesday September 26 at 5pm. If it's not here, 
it’s not in.. Deadline for Student Association election candidate statements 
is Friday September 22. Statements will only be accepted on 3.5 inch disk (Mac 
or IBM). Candidates for executive positions have a 250 word limit. Candidates 
for all other positions have a 150 word limit. Tickets have a limit of '450 words. 
If you exceed die word limit (according to Microsoft Word v51), your statement 
will lie guillotined. Photos will only be accepted between the times of 1 lam 
and 5pm on Friday September 22. 


A better class of gutter press 


Cover: This year’s Bluestocking Week has a 
theme — Image. Photo by Kirstie Farrell. 


features 

9 image 

Bluestocking week is a celebration of women in higher 
education. Guest editors Sarah Wilson and Rosie Cooney put 
together seven power-packed pages of feminist perspective, 
tackling the issues of chunder and laxatives, blokes and porn. 

18 eeeeeeewwwwww! 

Corin Throsby and Kirstie Farrell survey ACT body art while 
remaining physically intact themselves. Can Deane Terrell’s 
penile “Prince Albert” be far behind? 

20 the naked truth 

. ■ ■ ... - , • * -v * • \ 

Hamish McKellar's interview with the editor of Australian 
Women’s Forum, was shaping up to be a thought-provoking 
article on contemporary sexuality. It was only when the naked 
photos of Warwick Capper turned up that we knew we’d hit; 
the comedy jackpot as well. 

24 has anyone seen my fly sandwich 

It’s comforting to know that the modern student, eight weeks 
away from the end of term, has nothing better to do than sew 
little bits of dried fruit together into a pair of edible underpants. 


smell my finger 

21 Big white bum cheeks 

The usual garbage. Except less original this time. 


regulars 

4 news 

NUS referendum, Barry Jones 
with a whiteboard and Bush 
Week events. 

6 sit on my face 

When students have die 
opportunity to vote on the 
proposal to affiliate to NUS 
next week. Study these pages 
well to make your vote really 
count. . - 

8 biteback 

A former sex worker 
challenges Woroni over the 
dark side of the profession. 
Also tipis, testicles and the 
return of Hugh Jorgan. 

28 activist agenda 

What’s ail this about 
reintegrative shinning? 

29 shrinking space 

Homing pigeons, thickish 
books and a part-time loony. 

29 guest column 

Helen Garner is wrong. She 
doesn't understand. And she 
has a class interest. 

30 get over it sweetie 

You are what you shave off, 
or are you? Does short hair 
make a lesbian? 

3 1 thanks for the 
mammaries 

When the ACT government 
receritly reviewed health 
spending, it was the women 
and kiddies who suffered. 


31 campus chat 

You wouldn't believe who 
we found on campus this 
week! No, didn’t think you 
would. 

3 1 beneath the fringe 

The grand couple conspiracy. 
Any excuse to get bad poetry 
into the paper. 

32 consumer watch 

As part of our campaign to 
free black activist Mumia 
Abu-Jamal, we asked him to 
test-drive car seat covers for 
us. He couldn’t do it, but Igor 
Best could. 

33 caption competition 

Yet another gratuitous 
Warwick Capper photo. 

33 guest column 

Land mines kill. Ouch! 

33 we’re only human 

Jason Cebalo profiles Warren 
Talbot, the first gay Canberra 
man to be ordained. 

34 entertainment 

Dirty dole-bludging 
environmentalists — and 
those are just the 
contributors. Clunky meets 
Winona’s big brown beaver. 

38 chunky bits 

If it’s dead, we’ll print it. If 
not, bring it up to the office . 
and we'll kill it. 
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Barry Jones picks-a-President 


Third time lucky? 

New push for 
NUS affiliation 




i&nnvy 


pus in the country in a union which 
will fight to defend students’ rights. 

President of the Liberal Club Vic- 
toria Tower criticised the fact that NUS 
is it compulsory union which draffs 
whole campuses. 

“Students should have the right to 
decide on an individual basis whether 
or not they decide to join a union, 
particularly one. as ineffective as 
NUS,” she said. 

William Mackerras of die Labor 
Students Club stated that "only one 
year after the most vicious attack on 
accessible postgraduate education in 
the nation’s history', we are threatened 
with the election early next year of a 
Liberal government supporting up- 
front fees for undergraduate courses". 

“Even opponents of NUS acknowl- 
edge that we will need every ounce 
of student strength on our side if this 
occurs.” 

Polling will take place in Union 
Court, the Law School, the Bassilden 
Precinct Building, Chifley Library and 
Hancock Library. 

Sit on my face special: page 6 


by Michael Mathieson 

A referendum to determine whether 
the ANU Students’ Association will, 
affiliate with the National Union of 
Students (NUS) will be held from Sep- 
tember 5 to September 7. ' 

The ballot, which will be the third 
at the ANU since the NUS was set up 
in 1987, is the result of a petition 
which collected signatures from 10% 
of the student population. 

Resistence member Sarah Stephen 
’said that there are many activists on 
the left who support student union- 
ism but oppose NUS because of its 
poor campaigning record. 

“It is important for the ALP that 
NUS controls movement against fees 
and diverts student anger away from 
targeting the ALP,” she said. 

ISO member and SA President 
Hamish MacPherson commented that 
“the reason undergraduate fees were 
not introduced in the May budget was 
the brilliant campaign waged by stu- 
dents and co-ordinated by NUS". 

“Now, more than ever, students 
need to be united across every cam- 


Ros Kelly in a beard? Barry Jones explains the problems with Australia’s current constitutional system. 

by Rachael Doland liticised". Barry Jones highlighted the signatures. 

Prominent political Identities Barry importance of a well-drafted referen- Senator Baden Teague stressed the 

Jones (ALP President), Baden Teague dum to avoid “No’’ votes which rep- importance of the public being in- 

(Liberal Senator) and Sid Spindler resent ‘‘don’t know or understand" or formed, interested and vocal. He said 

(Democrats) spoke on the means of “hate the world today" voters. that if the Liberals win the next elec- 

appointing an Australian head of state Sid Spindler advocated a thorough tion there will be a “People's Consti- 

at a Speakers Forum at die Arts Cen- rehaul of the system including the in- tutional Convention" held. in 1997. 

tre on Tuesday August 22. sertiori of a Bill of Rights, belter rec- , The Speakers Forum was .organ- 

All three speakers showed strong ognition of Aboriginal status, defini- ised by the Republic 2001 Club. Presi- 

support for an Australian republic. tion of the Govemor-Gerieral’s reserve dent Ashley Wells commented: “We 

The main issue discussed was powers and revision of State bounda- arepIeasedthatthisForumhascoin- 

whether an Australian head of state ries. cided with the announcement of the 

should be directly elected or ap- He suggested that candidates for Govemor-General-elect. We hope that 
pointed by Parliament. an Australian head of state could be it will contribute to keeping the re- 

All speakers agreed that the elec- put forward by the public by way of public debate aliye." 

tion option would be undesirable be- a petition with, for example 50,000 

cause the office would become “po- 


Bushweek ’95 a 
’scholarly affair’ 


Bushweek Director Victor Shortus at- 
tempted to avoid the “grog-culture” of 
previous Bushweeks by accepting the 
application of the Society for Creative 
Anachronism (SCA) to organise the 
main programme of events for Friday 
August 18. 

The. CSA held a Medieval Exhibi- 
tion on the lawns in front of Chifley 
library which included fencing, ar- 
moured combat, dancing, singing and 
costumes, as well as free food. 

Controversy surrounded the grant- 
ing of Bushweek funds, with SI 500 
out of $3500 being granted to the 
CSA. One club president complained 
that such a distribution was unfair not 
only to established clubs, but also to 
other less-recognised clubs. 

Mr Shortus defended his decision, 
stating that he wanted to bring the 
smaller clubs into Bushweek. “Every 
club that applied for funding was 
funded to an extent," he said. 

The revitalised Scavenger Hunt 
attracted interest both from partici- 
pants and observers, with the judging 

Above right: the anachronists demonstrate mediation medieval-style 
Right: foresters showed-off new environmental protection technology 
Below: Craig Jones, Kathryn Vickers and Ben Cotton of the Society for Creative 
Anachronism. 


taking place in Union Court. 

Mary Wood, Conan O’Brien, Fiona 
Woodger, Danny Groves, Jerome Koh 
and Andrew Kable won both the best 
overall entry ($200) and best team 
entry ($75). 

They came up with a home video 
of the volcanic eruption of Krakatoa, 
a double-decker bus, a banana signed 


by the Vice-Chancellor Deane Terrell, 
a photo of ten people in a toilet cu- 
bicle, a photo of four people naked 
Outside parliament, and a photo of 
Federal MP John Langmore. 


Layout and design 

Saturday skills workshop 


Saturday September 2 
10am—4pm 
Woroni Office 


This full day workshop will introduce you to the 
fundamentals of publication design. 

The workshop will be particularly useful if you are: 

• involved in producing a newsletter or magazine for 

your club or society ; 

•thinking about working on Woroni next year 

• otherwise interested in publication design 


No experience is required, 


The workshop will cover principles of publication 
design, including: 

• identifying and avoiding common design pitfalls 

• how to create the right "look" for your publication 

• basics of typography . 

• selecting pictures and graphics 

• putting on the finishing touches 

• ... • • 

There will also be a brief introduction to using 
PageMaker 5.1 

' . • v 

If you are interested in coming along, please phone the 
Andrew on 2487127 (w) or 2512989 (h) and leave a 
message. 
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Students lose out on supps 


Club it to death 


Campus and community happenings 

Amnesty International Jellybabies 

ANU Amnesty International meets Jellybabies, -the social group for all 

each Monday 12-lpm in the Bridge. lesbian, gay, bisexual and 

On August 28 Professor Alston from transgendered students and staff at 

the.Centre for International and Pub- the ANU, and their friends, is holding 

lie Law will speak on international hu- their next meeting on Friday 1 Sep- 

man rights law. On September 4 Dr tember at 4:30pm. The venue is The 

Michael Salla from the department of Meridian Club,. 34 Mort Street,- 

Political Science will speak on East Braddon. Come along, meet new 

Timor. On September 7 there will be people, enjoy a drink and a free game 

a video on violations of women's of pool. 

rights. Jellybabies is also having their 

Annual BBQ bash, which is going to 
be a blast! Come and loll about in the 
sun with a bunch of queers and 
queer-friendly Canberra folk! Free 
food and drink will be provided. 
We're hoping to move to Lyneham 
High School oval, later in the after- 
noon, for more energetic fun, so if 
you can, bring something to play 
with, such as a footy,- frisbee, or 
friend! Be at 79 -Wattle Street, 
Lyneham, at 1pm, September 2nd, 
and be prepared to meet heaps of lus- 
ciously nice people! If you have any 
queeries, please phone either 
Catherine (247 2297), or John (247 
6197). 


The August 25 meeting of the Board 
of the Faculties once again passed 
over an opportunity to show students 
that the University cares. 

A compromise proposal regarding 
further examinations was voted down 
16-14, despite valiant efforts by stu- 
dent representatives to muster sup- 
port. 

The proposal was the latest in a 
long line of efforts by students to 
make some system of supplementary 


examinations available for those who 
narrowly fail a unit. 

Students felt that a centralised uni- 
versity-wide system was the best way 
to whip recalcitrant faculties into line. 

“They even refused to accept the 
principle that students have the right 
to initiate further exams If they feel 
their performance has been affected 
by no'n-medical reasons, such as a 
bad exam timetable," said Arts Stu- 
dent Representative Kate Sullivan. 


“This decision shows yet again that 
the University does not believe in 
giving students a fair go.” 

Students' Association President 
Hamish McPherson berated the 
Board for its refusal to accept pro- 
posals that student reps had negoti- 
ated in good faith. 

It may have helped the students 
cause, at least the final vote tally, if 
all the student representatives had at- 
tended the meeting. 


Union candidates 
announced 


Debating Society 

Eminent speakers from on and off 
campus will 'debate the topic that 
“voluntary euthanasia should be legal- 
ised" on Wednesday September 6 at 
1 2:30pm in the reception room of tire 
ACT Assembly. 

Michael Moore MLA, Professor 
Tom Campbell, Dean of the Law 
School, and student Ben O'Donnell 
will take the affirmative, and Paul 
Osborne MLA. Father John Wood and 
former student Damien O'Donovan 
will take the negative. 

A bus will be leaving from Union 
Court at 12:15pm and should return 
students to ANU by 2:05pm. Any que- 
ries should be directed to Harry 
Greenwell on 2383393 or Jon Taylor 
on 2959649. 


Human Ecology wins 
reprieve 

The Human Ecology Program has had 
its program status reinstated, with the 
Geography department deciding to 
revert to the original handbook entry. 

“This demonstrates that the geog- 
raphy department recognises the 
value of the Human Ecology Program 
as a distinct area of study,” said stu- 
dent representative Anne Napier. 

The decision comes after wide- 
spread student concern about the 
potential for the Human Ecology Pro- 
gram to have its autonomy compro- 
mised by handbook modifications. 


The election will take place from 
Monday September 11 to Thursday 
September 14. 

Eight candidates have nominated 
for the two-year term. 

They are Victor Shortus, Yvette 
Martin, Ashley Wells, Patrick 
Mackerras, Geraldine Chin, Helen 
Addison-Smith, Andrew Gfeinke and 
Nick Tolley. 

Andrew Dempster was elected un- 
opposed to a one-year term. He fills 


the casual vacancy created by the res- 
ignation of Arwen Beaton. 

Christopher Pokarier was elected 
unopposed to the newly-created post- 
graduate/ academic position. 

All annual, life and honourary 
members are eligible to vote in the 
election. 

Last month, the Union Board 
voted to approve constitutional 
amendments which removed ballot 
boxes from halls and colleges. 


Law Students’ Society 

Attention all trivia buffs! The Law Stu- 
dents’ Society is holding a trivia night 
on Tuesday September 5, in the 
Karmei Room of the Student Union at 
7pm. Tickets are $5 (which includes 
light refreshments) and are available 
from the front office at the Law 
School. Great prizes are up for grabs 
so get your groups togedier now (we 
promise there won’t be too much le- 
gal trivia!). 


tliew Darke on 2799042. 

Any club or society that would like 
to hold an event for the 50th Anniver- 
sary should also call Matthew. 


sentatlve for the Institute of the Arts, 
while Andrew Greinke is the Gradu- 
ate Student member. 


50th anniversary 
celebrations 

The 50th Anniversary celebrations will 
include a wide range of student 
activites according to the 50th Anni- 
versary Working Party undergraduate 
student representative Mr Matthew 
Darke. 

-Events already set down are: the 
Australian University Games, the Aus- 
tralasian Debating Tournament, an 
Intervarsity Choral Festival, the Lions 
Club Oratory Competition, the 24th 
International Forestry Student Sympo- 
sium, a Halls and Colleges Reunion, 
a Chess Festival and a Canberra 
School of Art Undergraduate Student 
Exhibition. 

. An All-Faiths Religious Service will 
also be held in August, and members 
of any religious group who would 
like to take part should contact Mat- 


Fems Rea 

Ferns Rea and the Law Students' So- 
ciety present a Speakers’ Night featur- 
ing Patricia Easteal who will speak on 
date rape and the criminal justice sys- 
tem, and Margot Stubbs from the ANU 
Law Faculty. The Speakers' Night will 
be on Thursday September 4 in the 
Karmei room, starting at 6:30pm. 
Drinks and nibblies will be available. 
For further information keep an eye 
out for posters or contact Rosie 
Cooney on 2472127. 


Sexuality Department to 
seek sure funding 

The ANU Sexuality Department will 
seek a change to the Student 
Associcaiton regulations which Avill 
guarantee them annual funding of 
$2500. 

The motionwill strenghten the 
Sexuality Department by protecting 
its budget from possible 'unfriendly' 
Student Association administrations. 

The meeting will take place on 
September 12 and 12 noon in the 
Manning Clark building. 

Another motion will seek to 
amend the Publication Regulations to 
reduce the number of Woronis to be 
published each year to 10. 

The motion is in response to ris- 
ing newsprint prices. 


Student Alliance sweeps 
Board of the Faculties 
election 

Five of the eight candidates of the Stu- 
dent Alliance group were successful 
in the Board of the Faculties election 
held on Tuesday August 22. 

Douglas Guilfoyle (Arts), Rachel 
Standfield (Asian Studies), Arthur 
Gretton (Engineering & Infotec), and 
Matt Tinning (Law) were elected un- 
opposed, while Harry Greenwell suc- 
cessfully contested die Science repre- 
sentative position. 

Independent candidates Heidi 
Zwar (General) and Nicholas Tolley 
(Eco & Comm) won the other two un- 
dergraduate positions. 

Sebastian McIntyre is the repre- 


Free meditation 

Medication classes are presented by 
the Sri Chinmoy Centre every Monday 
in the Counselling Centre at 1pm. 


Intercollege 

The Grand Final of intercollege debat- 
ing will take place on Monday August 
28 at 7:30pm at Fenner Hall. Light 
supper will be provided. Intercollege 
theatre sports will take place on Sep- 
tember 13 at 7:30pm at Bruce Hall. 
Contact Michael Zorbas on 2799333 
for more information. 


Women’s Department 

This year Bluestocking week runs 
from September 4 to September 8. 
The theme is body image and eating 
disorders. A calender of events is 
available on page 32 and will also be 
printed on posters. Look out for 
events and get involved! 
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Housing Online 

Need a place to live? 




special 


Accommodation information and a listing of properties 
and rooms available on the private rental market is now 
on the Internet through the CIS Home Page. 

URL: http://cis.anu.edu.au/Housing/ 
housing.html 

For more information contact the Housing Referral Service 
Project Officer on 243 3185 (external) x73 185 (internal) 
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It isn’t perfect, but we need it 

NUS — our voice 


referendum next 
decide whet 
affiliat 
Unio 


I 'm going to cut to the chase right 
from the beginning; I support 
ANU affiliating with the National 
Union of Students (NUS) and urge 
you to vote yes in the forthcoming ref- 
erendum. There. Now we can spend 
this time discussing just what NUS is 
about without any scaremongering or 
stretching of the truth. 

NUS is the peak national repre- 
sentative body for tertiary students. 
Now this is not a meaningless and 
glib statement. If you stop to think 
alxmt every other group in society, 
there is an union or a lobby group 
representing them. University Vice- 
Chancellors, for example, have the 
Australian Vice-Chancellor’s Commit- 
tee to look after their interests (which 
might not always be those of stu- 
dents!), welfare groups have the Aus- 
tralian Council of Social Services, arid 
environmental interests have the Aus- 
tralian Conservation Foundation and 
the Wilderness Society. Did I forget 
to mention to National Farmers Fed- 
eration? The Australian Medical As- 
sociation? Any trade union you might 
care to name? 

The one group of Australians that 
I haven’t mentioned so far is that of 
tertiary students. It is very easy to feel 
forgotten and unimportant until you 
realise that there is a lobby group that 
represents us and it is NUS. This 
means representation on national 
committees such as the Higher Edu- 
cation Council; or in other words a 
group that is actively lobbying on our 
liehalf at the most fundamental level, 
that of die Federal Government. 

Of course it has become very un- 
fashionable on this campus to even 


contemplate lobbying the Federal 
Government, let alone publicly admit- 
ting to agreeing with the idea, but if 
for one moment you step back and 
objectively examine the way things 
are done by all of those other lobby 
groups, you'll notice that they are usu- 
ally more successful than a disparate 
bunch of university groups without an 
official voice. 

It is simply not appropriate, let 
alone possible, for a Students’ Asso- 
ciation to be spending all of its .time, 
energy and your money attempting to 
lobby at a government level. Its role 
is naturally more effective within a 
university while NUS provides repre- 
sentation in a national context. 

T his is the big difference between 
NUS and suggestions that we 
need only rely on assorted student ac- 
tivists from around the country; NUS 
delegates are elected by us and have 
earned the recognition of the decision 
makers that we need to influence. 
What real sway does the average stu- 
dent have over an unelected activist, 
one who even then can’t guarantee 
that they'll be taken seriously by any- 
one important? 

Then there are the claims that NUS 
is just some lackey of the ALP or that 
it's full of career politicians who don't 
give a toss about you. 

If NUS is truly only about licking 
the ALP's boots then why has it been 
so naively organising national days of 
action against the Federal Labor Gov- 
ernment? These have been success- 
ful in embarrassing the Government 
and are hardly what you would ex- 
pect from students who were just 


there to toady to the Government. It 
is both ridiculous arid wrong to sug- 
gest that NUS is merely a mouthpiece 
for the ALP. As a member of the ANU 
Labor Students Club who is also a 
member of the ALP, I can say that cur- 
rent NUS policy is only partially in- 
d icative of my political views and that 
this is true across the spectrum, of 
opinions in the Labor-Party. 

The second claim is also untrue 
but provokes an interesting question 
that needs to be considered during an 
affiliation referendum. At a casual 
glance it does seem that NUS is a dis- 
tant organisation that is unknown to 
the majority of ANU students. Natu- 
rally if ANU was affiliated then we 
would know exactly what. NUS -was 
doing and what services it was pro- 
viding. However this is not an excuse 
for die curious lack of interest shown 
by NUS in the ANU, especially con- 
sidering how much effort lias been 
expended in the past. 

While I agree with metnliership of 
a peak representative body, I am noc 
going to pretend that NUS is perfect 
or has been able to provide fully for 
everyone's interests. Now perhaps it's 
because I’m hung up on seeing stu- 
dents get involved and overcoming 
dieir apathy that my solution is to take 
a big breath and affiliate. Consider it 
this way; ANU students desperately 
need national representation and NUS 
offers a way of achieving this while 
having a say in who diose representa- 
tives are and what policies they push. 
So exercise your vote, you know you 
want to. 

Yvette Martin 
ANU Labor Students 


No fees for degrees, more Austudy for more people 

Now more than ever, students need unions 


S tudents on campuses across the 
country are facing attacks on 
the right to free and accessible 
education for all. Government funded 
education is being privatised and re- 
placed by a cruel “user-pays” system 
of up-front fees. This can only mean 
education being not a right for all but 


Now the government has imposed 
an up-front fees on some under- 
graduate students. Around 1 in 10 
students — permanent tax paying 
residents who are not citizens — now 
have to pay up-front HECS and are 
denied Austudy I This racist fee is an 
attempt to divide and conquer stu- 


privilege for those wealthy enough to : dents. -It; is but another step toward 
pay. ~ . up-front fees for all — the openly 

Now more than ever we need to stated aim of the Australian Vice- 
unite together in a national union, to' Chancellors’ Committee, 
defeat Labor's attacks on education , While studying we are expected 
and defend education for all. to live in poverty. Austudy is only 62% 

We already pay for education of the poverty line, if you can get it. 

through taxation, HECS and “back- , There should be more Austudy for all 

door” up front fees, such as illegal who need it. In 1992 the Federal (jov- 

charges for reading bricks. :Over a eminent tried to scrap Austudy arid 

quarter of all postgraduate courses replace it with a compulsory loans 

nationally now have up-front fees. scheme. It was defeated by a cam- 


worom 
on the 
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Check out our developing site 
at http://student.anu.edu.au/ 
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paign of mass demonstrations, called 
by the National Union of Students. 

Both the Federal government and 
the Vice-Chancellors want to 
“deregulate” or privatise universities 
and make students pay. Here at the 
ANU our overpaid V-C,Dean Terrell 
is throwing $1.47 million at a new 
wing for his Chancelry. Where is the 
money going to come from? From us. 
The end result of the logic of privati- 
sation is universities being run like 
businesses. At Queensland University 
the V-C plans to spend $1.5 million 
buying the bankrupt Bond University 
Inc. and continue running it as a pri- 
vate university ! 

Fighting Labor’s attacks on 
education. 

Last year the ANU Administration im- 
posed fees for Legal Workshop and all 
postgraduate courses. Campus-wide 
student strikes and two occupations 
of the Admin building, action involv- 
ing thousands of students won clear 
victories for us. The strikes and occu- 
pations made student fees a national 
issue, and inspired students around 
the country to take action to defend 
education. The Legal Workshop fee 
was reduced from $12,000 to $5,000 
and the post-grad fees dropped... 
until at least 1997. 


At the beginning of this year the 
Federal government was seriously 
considering the "option" of an across 
the board undergraduate fee of be- 
tween $500 and $1000. Students in the 
no fees campaign used the ANU ex- 
perience to argue for a national stu- 
dent fight-back. 

In response the National Union of 
Students endorsed the call by the no 
fees conference for two National Days 
of Action and went further, calling a 
National Student Strike which had the 
support of the national academic and 
general staff union. 30,000 students 
on almost every campus in the coun- 
try walked out of class and took to the 
slreeLs to demonstrate against fees. 

Faced with united mass action by 
students the government backed 
away front across-the-board under- 
graduate fees. We need to continue 
this struggle to defeat the postgradu- 
ate arid "non-citizen" fees and win 
more Austudy for more people. 

To win against the government 
and VC's, students need to be organ- 
ised nationally so that we can dem- 
onstrate and strike together. There is 
strength in unity. That’s why the ANU 
should join the National Union of Stu- 
dents, It costs only $4.30 a year per 
student — which is cheap consider- 
ing the rising cost of our education. 


We are one of only 3 campuses in 
the country which is not affiliated to 
the union. The main group against 
joining is the ANU Liberal Club — but 
what would you expect from people 
in the same party as Jeff “smash the 
unions" Kennett; They say unions 
should be “voluntary" — their aim is 
to starve student unions of funding. 
This is because our unions stand 
against the economic rationalist poli- 
cies of the Liberal and Labor govern- 
ments. 

Once again, up-front fees will 
only be defeated by a united, national 
student campaign of mass action. 
Only this kind of campaign can shake 
the Labor government and make 
them put the interests of education 
and students before the logic of eco- 
nomic rationalism. To build such a 
movement and win we need to be 
part of the National Union of Stu- 
dents. If you want to be part of a na- 
tional campaign .which sees student 
fees stamped out, vote yes to NUS 
and build the movement to defeat stu- 
dent fees arid defend education for 
all. 

Yours in solidarity 
Hamish McPherson 
President ANUSA 
Member of the Socialist Worker 
Student Club 


National Library of Australia 
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Why we should vote no 

The $45000 rip off 


I n 1993 ANU students voted over 
whelmingly not to affiliate with 
the National Union of Students. 
The referendum resulted in the high- 
est voter turnout on this campus ever! 
31% of students thought it .was im- 
portant enough to vote (most SA 
elections get about 5 - 10% of students 
voting). For some reason, Hamish 
has decided to ignore students and 
has invited them back this year. 

The National Union of Students is 
an ineffective, wasteful, bureaucratic 
organisation that only serves the in- 
terests of its top office holders. Since 
NUS was formed in 1987 we have 
r seen: 

• Austudy has been cut in real terms, 
and is now well below the poverty 
line. ' 

• HECS has been introduced, and re- , 
payment rates subsequently in- 
creased. 

• Forced university amalgamations, 
especially under John Dawkins. 

• Austudy. grants have been partially 
converted into, loans. 

• Chronic underfunding of universi- 
ties (now representing just 0.4% of 
GDP, down from 1.3%.in 1987). 

• Our quality of education is falling 
as tutorial classes become larger and 
libraries struggle to maintain their col- 
lections. 

• Up-front fees introduced for post- 
graduate courses, 

• Introduction of up-front fees for 
undergraduate^professional training 
courses. 

• Dwindling numbers of graduate 
jobs. 

Now, what does this say about the 
effectiveness of NUS? NUS has lost all 
of the higher education battles it has 
confronted since it was formed. You 
name it, they lost it. This may be ex- 
plained by the fact that only 4% of the 
NUS budget. is spent on education 
campaigns! Since NUS has been in 


existence students have been screwed 
by the government. 

NUS collected $1.6 million from its 
affiliation fees last year of which 80% 
was spent on administration which 
included wages and airfares for stu- 
dent politicians. What’s worse is that 
NUS survives by levying compulsory 
union fees from university students. 
If the ANU were to affiliate we would 
be forced to pay NUS $45,000 every 
year . And the fees would increase. 
Over the last seven years the affilia- 
tion fee; levied on imiverislies by NUS 
has increased 300%! 

$45,000 is a lot of money to pay 
to a crap union. Think of what we 
could do with $45,000 on this cam- 
pus. The money we would have to 
send to NUS'in their Melbourne head- 
quarters could be much better spent 
here on our own campus. We could 
fund clubs and societies, a bigger, 
brighter O-Week and Bush Week, our 
own campaigns against the ALP’s re- 
pressive education policies, the list is 
endless. We should keep our money 
on our campus rather than send it to 
Melbourne to fund a bunch of student 
politicians who can’t even influence 
the government! 

I t’s noL the idea of a student union 
that I am against. Liberals support 
llie right of freedom of association. 
That includes the individual’s right to 
belong, or hot belong, to a. union, 
even one as useless as NUS. 

NUS is a rort becuse if only 500 
people vote, and 251 of them vote 
■yes’ we will all l>e forced to pay af- 
filiation fees. We should have the 
right to join NUS on a voluntary and 
individual basis. However, NUS 
knows that if joining was voluntary, 
no one would join. After all, why 
would you? They have done nothing 
to improve the situation of students in 
this country. They have just sat back 


and watched our living standards de- 
teriorate. 

During the week of the referen- 
dum this campus will be invaded by 
professional interstate student poli- 
ticians from NUS. There will be 
around 30 - 40 NUS student politicians 
coming to the ANU to try and rip us 
off. If they manage to win they will 
take off with our money and spend 
in on a campaign somewhere else in 
the country. When you see them, re- 
member they are paid $20,000 a year, 
plus airfares and allowances, to cam- 
paign, full-time, at campuses like 
ours. 

I urge you to VOTE NO. DO NOT 
ABSTAIN. If you abstain and NUS 
wins, we will be forced to join by de- 
fault and then we all pay. It is also 
very difficult for a university to get out 
of NUS once a campus is affiliated. 

The Students’ Association has not 
given you much time to think about 
the issues. There was no General 
Meeting to discuss the issue of an 
NUS referendum. The Students' Asso- 
ciation and NUS are trying to hide the 
fact that NUS is an ineffective, corrupt 
body with no ability to change gov- 
ernment policy. 

Hamish wants NUS at the ANU 
because he wants a political career 
within the union. If he really cared 
about ANU students he would keep 
NUS well away from us. 

In 1993 ANU students told NUS we 
didn’t want them on our campus. 
This year ram that message home so 
we never have to pul up with their 
crap again. VOTE NO. 

Victoria Tower 
ANU Liberal Club 


The Australian National 
University Students’ 
Association 

Referendum 1995 


In accordance with section 41 of the ANU 
Students’ Association Constitution, a petition has 
been received and a referendum will be held on 
the question 

“That the ANU Student 
Association should affiliate to the 
National Union of Students.” 

This referendum will be held on September 5, 6 
and 7 1995. 

Polling Times and Places will be: 

Tuesday Sept 5 

Union Court/Union Building 10am - 2pm 
The Law School 2:30pm - 4:30pm 

Wednesday Sept 6 

Union Court/Union Building 10am - 4pm 
Foyer, Chifley library 5 pm - 7pm 

Thursday Sept 7 

Union Court/Union Building 10am-2pm 
Foyer, Hancock Library 2:30pm - 4:30pm 

The Counting of Ballots will commence at 5pm 
on Thursday September 7, in HA G051 

Kate Sullivan 
Returning Officer 


Yes to free education, yes to Student Unionism, but 

No to NUS 

O ur education .system is under of these unions, like the ACTU. What was the role of NUS? on their own campus, on things th; 
attack. Over the last ten There's nothing about peak bodies We heard almost nothing from them. they can control and decide, 
years the ALP government like NUS that make them essential for During the occupation, we rang them 


O ur education system is under 
attack. Over the last ten 
years the ALP government 
has moved further and further to- 
wards tire introduction of a user-pays 
system that allows only those who are 
rich enough to gain access to univer- 
sity. 

There are how over 10,000 
courses with upfront fees. This in- 
cludes 25% of postgrad courses. The 
average cost of a fee-paying postgrad 
course is now a massive $7,160. 

The key issue for us as students is 
how we can best organise to cam- 
paign against these attacks. 

The ISO are parading a wonder- 
fully simplistic slogan — "students 
need unions, and that’s why we have 
to affiliate to the National Union of 
Students.” 

But students have unions! Every 
university campus has a union, which 
every student is a member of. 

NUS, on the oilier hand, is not a 
union. It has no membership except 
the individual student unions that af- 
filiate to it, and is simply a peak body 


of these unions, like the ACTU. 
There's nothing about peak bodies 
like NUS that make them essential for 
defending students rights. 

In fact, affiliation.to the ALP domi- 
nated and controlled National Union 
of Students would be a big step back- 
wards for the campaign against fees 
on ANU. 

What’s wrong with NUS? 

National co-ordination is obviously a 
positive thing, but not at the cost of 
having a campaign dominated and 
controlled by students from the same 
party that is cutting education fund- 
ing and bringing in fees! What sort of 
logic is that? 

We've had our own experience (or 
lack of) of NUS on this campus. 

The campaign against Legal Work- 
shop last year, and the nine day oc- 
cupation of the Chancelry were some 
-of the most significant events to hap- 
pen in tile student movement for a 
number of years, and they inspired a 
national campaign. 


What was the role of NUS? 

We heard almost nothing from them. 
During the occupation, we rang them 
several times asking for support for 
our campaign, and money to help 
build it. All they could spare was $250 
from their multi-million dollar iwdget. 

Some people argue that we should 
affiliate to NUS because it has lots of 
resources. That's true. An annual 
budget of $1-2 million dollars is a lot 
of money. But who's to say that we’d 
see any of that money if we. were af- 
filiated? The experience on affiliated 
campuses is overwhelmingly nega- 
tive. ' 

Just ask activists on UCan. They 
are running a disaffiliation campaign 
at the moment because they are sick 
and tired of giving $30,000 a year to 
a bureaucratic rump that does noth- 
ing to help their campaigns — no 
support, no co-ordination, no repre- 
sentation, because it's a small campus 
that isn't in one of the urban centres, 
so it gets forgotten .They've decided to 
take the issue to the students, and see 
if students want to spend that money 


on their own campus, on things that 
they can control and decide. 

Set up by the ALP 

NUS was set up by ALP students at the 
height of a strong campaign against 
fees in 1987. Ever since then it has 
been controlled by the ALP. NUS's 
role has always been to control and 
divert student anger away from the 
ALP’s moves towards upfront fees. 

The only reason NUS is building 
the campaign now is because it had 
lost a lot of credibility over the past 
few years. And an organisation which 
has no credibility in the eyes of stu- 
dents can't lead and control a grow- 
ing campaign against the ALP! 

Although NUS is doing things to 
build the campaign, the officebearers 
haven't actually radicalised. They 
haven't suddenly realised that what 
’they need to do is build a fighting 
campaign against fees, and forget 
their promising careers in the ALP. 
There’s been no change in who actu- 
ally controls NUS. In fact there's been 
a shift towards the right of the ALP 


having greater control'. And these 
people will just as quickly turn against 
a campaign as they will build it. 

The ISO is trying to fool people, 
through simplistic slogans, into think- 
ing that affiliation to NUS would be 
a step forward for the campaign 
against fees on this campus. 

But let’s not be fooled about the 
Liberal’s radical-sounding rhetoric ei- 
ther. They oppose affiliation because 
they oppose all unions — whether 
they are unions of students or work- 
ers — - because they want to destroy 
the power that we have when we are 
united. 

Resistance opposes affiliation pre- 
cisely because we have seen the over- 
whelmingly destructive role that NUS 
has played within the student move- 
ment since its formation. 

Tire only way to develop a cam- 
paign against fees that can win is to 
develop it independently of NUS. 

Sarah Stephen 
Resistance 
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Prostitution should 
not be promoted 


Dear Woroni people. 

Your paper is generally good fun to 
read, and often witty and highly 
amusing in a sick sort of way, but 
your article on student prostitutes was 
extremely low class, not to mention 
dangerous. In an attempt to be hip, 
modern and politically correct, you 
have overstepped the line between 
allowing individuals the right to 
choose a lifestyle for themselves, and 
actively promoting a lifestyle that can 
be degrading, abusive and, as I men- 
tioned before, dangerous. I am not 
sure where you get your ideas that “a 
little professional nooky” is a good 
clean way to earn a few bucks to sup- 
plement the Austudy, but I can tell 
you from long arid bitter experience 
that this is bullshit. I was lured into 
prostitution by like minded people 
(such as the writer of this article), and 
was told that I had the right and 
power over my body etc etc etc blah 
blah blah. Let's get it straight, prosti- 
tution is allowing other people to buy 
your cunt and tits for a while. I know. 
I’ve been there. I was abused, as- 
saulted, drugged and raped, all in the 
name of prostitution. So don’t tell me 
that this is a viable way to make it 
through Uni. People have to find 
things out for themselves, I know, but 
it doesn’t help to have stupid little ir- 
responsible idiots promoting it as a 
good cause and strike it in the right 
direction for womankind. Anyone 
who thinks that prostitutes in general 
keep the power over their lives is kid- 
ding themselves. There are a few out 
there, I know, but believe me, they 
are few and far between. 

I could go on and on but I guess 
I won’t do any good, and I'm afraid 
the damage that article has done is 
already done. I have heard some 
young female students talking about 
it and deciding maybe it would be a 
good way to make a little extra 
money. I sincerely hope the writer of 
the article appreciates the enormous 
responsibility she has undertaken, 
and the consequences of her careless- 
ness, for when I think of the young 
women whose lives she may well 
have helped ruin, as my own life was 
ruined and scarred by prostitution, it 
makes me feel sick. I am an ardent 
feminist, a lesbian and a mother, a 


believer in women's rights, and free- 
dom, but as an ex “sex worker", that 
is completely different matter, no 
matter how hard people try to see the 


two issues as one. 


Shortus leaves clubs 
short 

Dear Woroni, 

I would like to register a complaint. 

Bush Week '95 was a shamefully 
disorganised event. I refer in particu- 
lar to the allocation of Clubs and So- 
ciety funding, which was handled by 
the self-appointed Bush Week direc- 
tor, Mr Victor Shortus. 

More than fifteen clubs applied for 
Bush Week funding. One club was 
granted $1500, leaving the other clubs 
to share the remaining $2000. 

Mr Shortus led the Chocoholics 
Society to believe that he was in 
charge of distributing the budget of 
$3500, and he went so far as to prom- 
ise the society a minimum of .$370 to 
help fund our extensive Bush Week 
activities. 

The reality was somewhat differ- 
ent. 

Two days before Bush Week we 
were informed that our funding had 
been slashed to $100 — despite the 
fact that we had been promised $370, 
and had already spent well over $600. 
No reasonable explanation was given 
for the decision, although Mr Shortus 
did comment that our Chocolate and 
Beer Challenge did not deserve any 
funding because the event involved 
alcohol. 

Furthermore, Mr Shortus ex- 
plained that he never had any real 
authority to allocate funding in the 
first place. Apparently the real power 
lay with the SA treasurer. He also ad- 
mitted that he had knowingly misled 
the Chocoholics society as to the 
funding situation. 

Mr Shortus is now a candidate for , 
the. Union Board. Prospective voters 
should be aware of the incompetent 
way in which Mr Shortus handled 
Bush Week and the financial reper- 
cussions when casting their vote. 

Heidi Zwar 
President ANU Chocoholics 
Society 


Position Vacant: ANU Housing Office 

ANUO Grade 4 Fixed term Full-time/Part-time; $27335-$29332 
Housing Referral Service Officer 


Expressions of interest are called for 
the position of Housing Referral 
Service Officer. The Housing 
Refenal Service is operated by the 
Housing Office to assist students to 
negotiate with Real Estate Agents 
and Owners to secure housing on 
the private rental market. 

This position is full-time for 
three months over the summer 
(December to March) then part-time 
for a further period during first 
semester. The successful applicant 
will be responsible to the Housing 
Office Administrator and will be 
based in the Housing Office. 
However most of the work will be 
outside the office assisting students 
and negotiating with housing 


providers. The nature of the position 
will require some weekend and after 
hours work. Access to a Housing 
Office car will be provided during 
working hours. A knowledge of 
student housing needs is essential 
and some understanding of the 
Canberra rental market and the 
University administration would be 
an advantage. 

Expressions of Interest detailing 
knowledge, skills and experience 
should be sent to The Housing 
Officer, Brian Lewis Crescent, ANU 
Canberra 0200. For further 
information contact Wendy 
Antoniak on 243 3185, fax 249 
0737. Applications close 27 October 
1995. 
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Bush week organiser Vidor Shortus 
replies : 

I fed hurt and afraid that Heidi is pub- 
licly attacking me, at the same time I 
realise that Heidi is giving us all a gift. 
Heidi is giving us the gift of her feel- 
ings. 

Heidi is intrinsically good. All 
Heidi's feelings are important and 
deserve to be listened to with care 
and understanding, particularly if 
negative. 

Sometimes when we are growing 
up, we are not loved as we deserve 
to be, or we may even be abused. 
Our immediate response is anger, 
which we can’t express to our parents 
because we are completely depend- 
ent on them. So we learn to hide our 
feelings even from ourselves. 

-The tragedy is- that we not only 
hide the negative feelings from our- 
selves, but also pleasure and joy. 

That is why I am standing for elec- 
tion to the Union. 

If elected, I will build a vast Tipi 
on the University Land Axis, on the 
grass between the poplar trees at the 
end of University Avenue. 

The Tipi will be lit at night from 
within by an open fire like a huge lan- 
tern and by day, it will be lit by the 
sun. 

The Tipi will be a safe open place 
to express all feelings, ultimately 
pleasure and joy. 

We eet dogz 

Der Woroni, 

This office is disgustink. I undastund 
Andrew must conduck worshup of 
Quertzacoatl in de ofuce. But he 
should clean up afta devil worshup. 

Dean Terror 
Vizchuncla 

PS Onlie Publish in Full. 

Hardman’s lucky 
love spuds 

Dear Woroni, 

I am writing to express my disgust at 
Dean Terrell's “library" system. At the 
entrance and exit to every library is a 
swinging boom that always hits me 
right in the love spuds. How about a 
National Day of Action against ran- 


dom genital abuse? But let's not 
march on Parliament House — ’coz 
they’ve got those boom gates too. 

PS. Don Hardman's lucky to have 
large concrete spuds. 

Hughjorgan 

Democracy dragged 
through the mud 

Dear Woroni, 

Too often tire actions of the malevo- 
lent and disreputable are justified by 
commentators on the basis of their 
functionality. Gary Rasmussen’s arti- 
cle ('Kissing that gerrymander good- 
bye’) in Woroni 47/8 followed this 
line of thinking by praising the appall- 
ing events surrounding the Union 
general meeting of August 1 for end- 
ing a supposed gerrymander. I was 
shocked at 'his' failure to criticise this 
frightening farce and his failure to 
understand the fairness of the elec- 
toral regulations originally proposed. 
Few students were unfortunate 
enough to witness that general meet- 
ing and I’m sure all students would 
have been revolted by the contempt 
displayed for democracy displayed by 
some amongst us. The meeting was 
‘stacked out’ by a group of around 
eighty persons, determined to disen- 
franchise college snidents and twist 
the union’s electoral regulations to 
benefit certain politicians. The sight of 
one well known student politician 
(who despite his ubiquity is yet to ar- 
ticulate any principle beyond self-ad- 
vancement) directing this bloc as to 
how to vote (like well-trained seals) 
was sickening. In short, democracy 
was dragged through the mud. 

Not only were the tactics of these 
fools disreputable, so were their aims. 
The polling times originally proposed 
were (like the other constitutional' re- 
forms) fair and just. Participation in 
the election of the board was wid- 
ened through greater polling stations 
and longer polling hours. College 
voting was reduced but not elimi- 
nated. The argument for 'proportion- 
ality' of voting hours was simple- 
minded, ignoring the practicalities of 
running an election, and with the 
complete removal of college voting it 
was turned on its head. 


For too long college residents have 
been the whipping boys of the politi- 
cal establishment. Despite the dupli- 
cation of services residents still pay 
the same compulsory (and far too 
high) GSF, and have now been de- 
prived of the chance' to participate in 
the union’s running, for the benefit of 
all students. 

The general meeting’s recommen- 
dations and the board’s surrender 
have given us a less-representative 
and all too unfair electoral system. 
Once again student politicians have 
screwed ordinary students over. 

Chris Taylor 


Labor Club loses out 
on policies 

Dear Woroni, 

I am writing to voice my contempt at 
the content of Yvette Martin's column 
in Sit On My Face, Woroni 47/8. As 
usual there is no political comment 
what so ever. Rather she complains 
about people who vote for minor par- 
ties, disrupting the two party West- 
minster system. How arrogant can 
you get) With all parliaments imper- 
fections, I can only imagine the level 
of debate etc being even worse if we 
just left it to Labor and the Coalition. 

She has the audacity to state that 
we should; “'..stop indulging per- 
sonal politics, and instead start pay- 
ing attention to policies". What a 
hypocrite! In the same column she 
refers to Resistance and Socialist 
Workers’ Student Club members as 
“Stalinists": Anyone with just a basic 
knowledge of politics would know 
that both those organisations have 
always repudiated Stalinist regimes 
such as the former Soviet Union. But 
maybe Yvette didn't know? And what 
about policies Yvette? Why aren’t they 
discussed in your column? For in- 
stance, what is the ANU Labor Club’s 
policies: to oppose up-front Uni fees? 
(you do have one rather than to just 
bitch about the present SA?); to op- 
pose French nuclear tests in the Pa- 
-cific? (when the Labor government 
sells Uranium to the French; on the 
environment (it’s casting you votes!); 

Continued page 33 
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three stories 
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three eating disorders 


In the streets, in the 

toilet bowl, women 
are putting their 
bodies through some 
pretty strange ordeals. 
Silently. Violently. 

Women are cutting 
themselves up with their 


own constant scrutiny, 
chiselling away at their 
flesh by starving themselves, 
chundering up their lunch, 
and trying to become. . . less. 

A woman swallowed a fly once. 
We all sat around and chorused 
In response “I don’t know why. 

I guess she’ll die”. 

Is this enough? 

I ask, who or what is responsible? Who holds the car- 
rot that dangles in front of women as they discreetly. ' 
leave the table after every meal to chunder in the toi- 
let (being careful to place wads of toilet paper' in the 
bowl so it doesn’t make a noise)? Is the anorexic held 
at knife point as she refuses yet another meal that ' 

Vf* • s .. •• - v \iV‘ 

wouldn’t be fit for a sparrow anyway? Some suggest >. 
that the eating disorder thing is just ’a diet that has got 
out of control’ (somehow suggesting that a ‘good diet’ 
exists). Others try to compartmental ise it in a neat pack- 
age labelled “Another Victim Of The Media Age” be- . 

.ill 

fore tossing it aside into the “Too Difficult To Deal 
With" basket. 

But if the supposed ‘authorities’ on the subject .were 
to take a look around they would notice that for every 
eating disordered woman there is a different story, a . 
different reason for tearing up her body. A different 
carrot. It is not a cut and dried matter and a whole 
range of fundamental issues lie beneath a woman’s 
obsession with her weight, with her food, and with 
her desire to control both. 

Kate, Jenny and Brigid, three ANU students agree 
[obviously these are made up names to real stories). 


That is, they agree, that they differ in their experiences 
with eating disorders. Having emerged from the dark, 
sinister and lonely guts of the matter, all three women 
argue that food, the media and the diet industry are 
only half the story. Jenny who suffered from bulimia 
for three years commented “Sure, food is the focal point 
of an eating disorder and the media and the, diet and 
fashion industries perpetuate the pressure to conform 
to a certain ideal image. But it simply does not follow 
that these factors are the cause of so many women’s 
misery.” 

“No woman would realistically choose bulimia, all 
things being equal, as a form of weight control. There’s 
more to it than that”. 

Brigid, still fighting her compulsive eating, suggests 
that art obsession with food was, for her, a way to avoid 
her emotions. “While some use drugs or alcohol I used 
food, massive quantities of it, to hide behind, to in- 
dulge in so that I could avoid' expressing ray emo- 
tions.” Jenny also saw food as a way of shutting off 
and satisfying some unfulfilled longing. In an attempt 
to quash the frustration and anxiety that buzzed in- 
side her’ she would shove food on top of it all, 
compacting and nullifying the sensation that nothing 
was satisfying enough”. 

At the other end of the spectrum, engulfed in the 
anorexic cycle, Kate saw her ability to refuse food as 
a way of being able to control her life. As a young 
woman, Kate had been told that to be the best, and in 
her case, to be the best ballet dancer, meant to be thin- 
ner. She learnt over the years that if she could control 
her weight, she- could be the best. When she hit high 
school arid university this mind-set continued. 

When the pressure hits Kate’s immediate reaction 
is to not eat. (Proponents of the ‘Pavlovian dog’ theory 
go to town on this one ). Convincing herself that food 
was ‘out of the question’ simplified everything. She 
could avoid eating and all the rigmarole, taboos, and 
restrictions that went with it, making life more man- 
ageable. 
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Picture of the twentieth century super woman. 

In her article Reading the Slender Body, Susan Bordo 
has identified a double bind that women are re-living, • 
in a most macabre manner, the pressures that surround 
twentieth century western women. Perceiving from a 
very young age that it is essentially 'a man’s world’ in 
which control and self-mastery are valued, women 
attempt to reject the voluptuousness, the excessive- 
ness of the female body. A wandering waistline sug- 
gests. A taut, androgynous body connotes. 

However, at the same time women are still being 
subjected to the pressure to be the carers, to provide 
the food, to be the consumers. Women are encour- 
aged to consume and when confounded by the ta- 
boos that surround food the whole area of gastronomy 
becomes a bizarre and irresistible urge that cant be 
fought off. While anorexia and compulsive eating take 
opposite ends of this conflict between control and self 
indulgence, the bulimic sits in the middle, caught up 


coming a dizzily addictive pastime. Kate; Jenny and 
Brigid all sought to lose weight. All three came out of 
it with very confused metabolisms that just packed on 
the weight. “My body was so used to being deprived 
that it would just snatch up any random calorie that 
entered and stored it in the event that there wouldn’t 
be anything else for a while”, Jenny says. 

“I sought control and simplicity and instead I was 
left with a whole host of complexities. I now face the 
threat of osteoporosis and premature menopause. A 
far cry from the beautiful me that I had in mind” muses 
Kate. Brigid on the other hand was hoping to find some 
emotional stability in the food that she consequently 
became so obsessed with. Instead, she describes the 
consequence of having her head stuffed in a fridge 
for four years as “having to learn to walk again emo- 
tionally”. 

And now 


ets of raw cake mix and the jar of capers settle in your 
gut before you could chuck it back up?”. 

Alternatively, some practical advice that if proffered 
often enough, might sink in. All three women that we 
spoke to agree adamantly that diets won't fix a food 
obsession. Drugs just evade the issue (watch out for 
that most-understanding-psychiatrist who will sooth- 
ingly advise “just pop a Prozac”) . They are also ad- 
dictive, despite what everyone says. Don’t be con- 
vinced either, that it- is just a chemical imbalance in 
your brain. Finally, and now for the touchy feely stuff, 
remember You are not alone, support is out there and 
if you are strong enough to starve yourself, throw up, 
basically survive an eating disorder, then you are strong 
enough to get back on track again. 


w ia mw gn it a B gagm^a^iea r riii i ii i i i ii wwiiwi iii 'it iii iiM i riw i iwinBWiii i iKw w ff i i'yi m g 'So what’s the point?’, some happy, rational outsider 
. i » it 1 may ask. 'Of course there isn’t one!!', screams back 


| Sex is excrutiating now. It’s all 
| dried up down there. I live in fear 
I of osteoporosis from not having 
I my period for 18 months. 


■ 1 Katc 

in the double bind of being a woman in our culture. 

Oh but the irony of it all 

Completely frazzled by the competing pressures that 
surround them, women cut themselves up. Their bod- 
ies become an instrument, a tool, to achieve some 
highly complex and often unrelated end. Woman as 
body, as the vehicle of corporeal ideals that exist in 
any period in history, forms the launching pad from 

j 

| My best lie? Losing six stone and 
thinking I was cured. 

S Brigid 

I • • * 

which an obsession with the body springs forth. 
Woman as provider of food, as voluptuous nurturer 
who dishes out the goods but should not indulge her- 
self, accentuates the association made between food 
and control. 

Eating is all around woman. In margarine commer- 
cials, in Eve’s garden, in the kitchen. But for some rea- 
son it is untouchable, naughty, making the attraction 
to it, the comfort received from it, that much more 
intriguing, (you always want what you can not get). 

As women sink deeper into the gloom of an eating 
disorder, the goals that they seek slip further and fur- 
ther away; A most frustrating and unexpected conse- 
quence which just propels the masochistic cycle, be- 


I the eating disordered woman. ‘But do you think that | 

1 makes it any easier!.’ The ridiculous futility of it all 1 
H jjj| 

1 just makes it so much harder for women to admit that | 

| they have a problem. Kate, Jenny and Brigid have ail S 

‘broken the silence’ because they are more or less over | 

1 If you can imagine having eaten 
copious amounts of fairy floss and 
J jumping on a fun park ride that 
oscillates violently, back and 
5 forth. You know, bright lights 
and lots of noise. That’s it 

I y § 

I J enn y 
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| most of it. They can laugh about it now. But all three fi 

J women claim that the most rigid hurdle still looms $j 
ominously above. The general obsession with food, I 
weight, control and succeeding still lingers all around | 
them. 

Having said this, I observe that most women face § 
this same pervasive obsession that is fuelled by nudg- | 
ing from family, friends, men, magazines etc. The I 
women that go on diets periodically, who won’t look I 
at themselves under a fluorescent light, who apolo- I 
gise for forgetting to put makeup on, all feel the pres- 

i. 1 

sure. A counsellor in America, specialising in eating 
disorders once commented that "all women have an 
eating disorder” 

It is good to cry out in frustration “this is fucked". 

’ 

It is better to discuss it openly, laugh about tine way 
you rationalised that chocolate cake just wasn’t your 
thing, compare notes on what laxatives you used, “Did 
you thrust one finger or two down your throat?” “How 
long did you let the three loaves of fruit loaf, two pack- 




ABC. 

The Big 
Three. 
Understood 
crudely. 

Anorexia. 

Bulimia. 

Compulsive overeating. 

[What is) an anorexic doesn’t eat all that much 
(perhaps an apple a day to keep the doctor 
away). An anorexic feels cold, can be so thin 
that she will not menstruate and can never lose 
enough weight. 

A bulimic repeatedly binges — gorges co- 
pious amounts of whatever is around, the 
naughtier the more irresistible — interspersed 
with periods of fasting. Then the guilt. Then 
the purging. Laxatives', vomiting, excessive 


exercise. 


A Compulsive Overeater eats a lot. The food is 
not enjoyed but provides some sort of emo- 
tional pillar, replacing love, support and confi- 
dence that should come from elsewhere 
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another 


to use and abuse: 

a woman’s perspective on 
pornographic imagery 

by Jenny Power 


the Canadian province of Ontario was used a few years 
ago to raid a bookshop for carrying a sexually explicit 
lesbian magazine. This is not surprising considering 
the homophobia within society. Banning lesbian and 
gay erotica can hardly be considered a step forward 
for feminism. But by calling for a ban on pornogra- 
phy, where do you draw the line? 

Ruth Wallsgrove, in 1977, in the British feminist 
magazine Spare Rib wrote. “I believe we should not 
agitate for more laws against pornography, but should 
rather stand together and say what we feel about it, 
and what we feel about our own sexuality, and force 
men to re-examine their own attitudes to sex and 
women implicit in their consumption of porn." 

The women’s liberation movement has consistently 
campaigned against sexist media imagery which stere- 
otypes women — we want wider recognition of 
women as capable, strong, independent and sexual 
beings. 1 

The most effective way to counter images which 
are sexist or exploitative is not necessarily to call for 
them to be banned. 

What we need is to initiate a much more wide rang- 
ing debate about sex, we need to be lobbying for bet- 
ter sex education in schools, we need to create more 
informed, tolerant and responsible social attitudes to 
the expression of sexuality. We need to challenge die 
sexism in society by building a mass women’s move- 
ment. Part of this means supporting those who are 
creating, through film, literature or print media, alter- 
native sexual images of women — often this is the 
producers of erotica for women. 

The question of sexual violence depicted in por- 
nography is central to the debate on whether or not 
porn should be banned. It is argued that explicit, sexu- 
ally violent material is particularly degrading and may 
incite violence against women. 


but what does this mean if these practices are entered 
into consensually and enjoyed by both partners? And 
What about lesbian S&M pornography — could women 
demand that diis should be banned for depicdng vio- 
lence against women? Is diis perpetuating sexism? 

The answer often given to these questions is diat 
sex has been corrupted into the eroticisation of power 
relations — and that diis is why women enjoy S&M, 
or other apparently “deviant” forms of sexual activity. 

This argument, however, is based on the assump- 
tion that sexual preferences or behaviour mirror atti- 
tudes and behaviour outside the context of sexual ac- 
tivity. However real life suggests that sexual domination 
or submission is no indicator of personality or behav- 
iour toward others. For example, men who enjoy maso- 
chistic and submissive sex are not necessarily maso- 
chistic and submissive in their daily lives. 

This argument is also suggesting that diere is some 
“proper” form of sex — that there is an ideal form of 
sexual relations which would allow a woman’s real 
sexuality to emerge. This is a brand of moralism, la- 
belling what is “good” and what is “bad” and giving a 
definition of “normal” behaviour, based on value judge- 
ments Prescriptions of “politically correct" sex, of any 
variety, run counter to feminism’s desire to empower 
women to explore their sexuality. We don’t need new 
forms of guilt parading under the banner of “political 
correctness." • 

Violent pornography reflects reality to some extent. 

. - ' i • _ 

Women are subject to violence in some relationships, 
in the street and elsewhere. Trying to eliminate all vio- 
lent pornography is not going to mean that violence 
against women stops, because it happens on a number 
of different levels. One can’t single out pornography 
as the key cause of violence against women. 

An analysis that sees pornography as a key cause 
of women’s oppression leads to an inadequate strat- 
egy for fighting it. The belief that there is a direct link 

R eally violent, sexually explicit material is only between one kind of media representation — pornog- 

a very small proportion of pornography that raphy — and the level of violence against women, or 

is produced. It is an even smaller proportion sexism in society can hide the tme sources of wom- 
of a much larger body of sexist and violent imagery en’s oppression. 

screening every day on TV and cinema screens and in Feminism should be a critique of sexism, rnascu- 
the print media. Focusing only on pornography does line power and patriarchal society. Misogynist imagery 
not challenge misogynist and violent imagery which depicted in pornography is a reflection of a sexist so- 
is not considered pornography and is actually much ciety. We are not going to change attitudes, or change 
more widespread and many times more influential. society, by calling for a ban on pornography. 

Many images of S&M sex are explicitly “violent” — 


P ornography: is it merely misogynistic fan- 
tasies, played out in pictures and images? 
Does it degrade women? Can it lead to 
rape? Or can erotica be a woman's do- 
main? Can women use sexual imagery for 
their own ends, to redefine female sexuality on their 
own terms? . 

Many feminists call for a comjplete ban on pornog- 
raphy. They argue that the way women are depicted 
in porn is sexist and degrading. Pornography which 
shows images of sexual violence is said, to be particu- 
larly misogynist with the potential to incite violence 
against women. It is argued that a ban on pornogra- 
phy would be a significant step forward in the path to 
liberation for women. 

Pornography often contains disgusting sexist im- 
agery. But an outright ban on pornography would not 
be a positive move for women. In many ways it would 
be like hiding a symptom without tackling the cause. 
It would be attacking something that is only a result 
of the sexist society in which we live. It is tire oppres- 
sion of women itself in our society which should be 
challenged. 

Pornography or erotica? What is the dividing line? 
Not all pornography.is obscene and degrading. What 
some consider pornography, others call erotica. Could 
we consider pornography that is produced by and for 
women degrading to women? Is lesbian pornography 
sexist? ' : . . . 

The word “pornography” was.contrived in the mid- 

.... . ■ • “ » 

19th century, when Victorian middle-class moralists 
declared that sexually explicit material, if made avail- 
able to the general public, was obscene, degrading 
and corrupting. So pornography, which literally means 
“writing about prostitutes” was made available only 
to a narrow elite. These same people. outlined defini- 
tions of what was “obscene,, degrading and corrupt- 
ing” so it could be decided what needed to be banned. 
- 

We need to consider where definitions. of what 


constitutes obscenity are coming from. For example, 

manv people would have heard about the trials of Oz * JIS 

magazine in the 60’s. For most people the nudity, and 
articles on topics such as abortion and the pill would 
way be considered obscene. Yet conservative 
crackdown on die publication saw the editors up be- 
fore the 

Prominent feminist Andrea Dworkin describes all 
pornography as “the graphic depiction of women as 1*'^ w; f 
vile whores”. Calling for a ban on pornography based 

on this definition ignores the fact that there is a lot of . 

description Calling for a ban on all pornography would ic'Ch’.; 

•fit ■Eijfr' 

tions on free expression of female sexuality. > f * " 

Sexist imagery is often depicted in pornography, 
but by reacting to this we are also reacting to the flood 

of sexist imagery, diat confronts us everywhere - every §■ ■ ; v ; • .§ 

billboard, every magazine, every TV commercial, every • ' 

soap opera. When we view it in the broad context, 
pornography actually makes up quite a small propor- 
tion of sexist imagery and also a medium not so read- society and demanding a society where all women 

ily available to a broad range of people across soci- have a say in what images are shown in the media. 

Only this Will see a change in sexist imagery in por- 
nography.. Banning pornography, a medium which is 
a potential source of pleasure and. erotica to many 
women, is not going to achieve this. 

Feminists also need to challenge die conservative 
claim that sexually. arousing material immediately 
equals degradation. We need to challenge the strict 
controls placed on sexuality within society • — includ- 
ing associations of sinfulness or dirtiness With erotica. 
Feminists should be campaigning for more freedom 
of expression, including the freedom to publish, dis- 
tribute arid consume sexually explicit material and 
material we find erotic. 

Freedom of expression throws up questions of cen- 
sorship. We all have a right to “free speech” in this 
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country. But it is those who rule within the dominant 
institutions in our society who own the media, and 
who have the “freedom” through their money to get 
across their views much more influentially than any 
other sector of society. Any pro-censorship campaigns 
would surely just be giving more weight to these pow- 
erful and conservative forces. More censorship would 
be handing over more power to the already largely 
unaccountable and powerful state. This would be trust- 
ing a small number of people to make a decision about 
what they consider to be pornographic, without pub- 
lic input. Thus, more censorship could and has lim- 
ited women’s choices even further. 

It is also the case that when stricter measures are 
taken to control pornography it is invar iably lesbian 
and gay pornography and erotica that comes under 
attack first. For example, an anti-pornography law in 


In a society that systematically oppresses women, 
culture inevitably reflects this oppression by promot- 
ing ideas that encourage men to believe they have the 
right to dominate women in all areas of life., But this 
domination of women and its inherent violence pre- 
date the recent explosion of mass media and of por- 
nography. 


P ornography does not create sexism, or oppres 
sion of women, but rather is a reflection of a 
sexist society. Feminists must be looking to 
attack the true causes of women’s oppression, demand- 
ing the end to the institutionalised sexism we face in 


The most effective way to counter images which are sexist or exploita 
® as a key cause of women’s oppression leads to an inadequate stratej 
representation - pornography - and the level of violence against 
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how do we look? 


How are men involved in 
the beauty myth, and what 
do men have to gain from 
getting over it? Adam 
Hughes has the story. 


U nreal standards of beauty undermine 
women’s lives. They also divorce men 
from a sensual and connected sensu 
ality. The publication of Naomi WolPs 
book The Beauty Myth several years 
ago was an important moment for the women’s move- 
ment. Wolf pulled together many women’s insights and 
feelings about beauty and shaped them into a power- 
ful and persuasive account. . 

'Floe Beauty Myth shows that the gains of feminism, 
which through the 1960s and 70s had freed women to 
some degree from previous economic and social con- 
straints, are now being, undermined by the beauty 
myth. The beauty myth has taken over “the work of 
social coercion that myths about motherhood, domes- 
ticity, chastity and passivity, no. longer can manage.” 
Wolf uses a wealth of eye-opening findings to detail 
how unreal standards and definitions of beauty, propa- 
gated by male-owned commercial and media cultures, 
undermine women's self-esteem; lead women to be- 
come competitive ‘and divided; are used as a means 
of workplace discrimination; and lead women to de- 
stroy their health and lives through eating disorders. 

In the final chapter, “Beyond the beauty myth,” Wolf 
exhorts women to embrace a definition of beauty based 
on a love of, and joy in, women’s real bodies; to em- 
brace an active sexuality based on playfulness and self- 
confidence; and to come out of scared isolation to re- 
ject the lies and fear sold by the beauty myth. 

The Beauty Myth is a life-changing book for women, 
and potentially for men. But positive responses to the 
book from men have been scarce. 

One common response is, “But it’s the same for 
men now." Indeed, the middle-class gay scene is domi- 
nated by a commercial culture which attributes sexi- 
ness to only a limited number of stereotyped versions 
of beauty. Notions of what is good-looking in a 
man, whether gay or straight, are moving away from a 
rugged or straight-up simplicity, and towards a mani- 
cured perfectionism that requires time, attention and, 
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most importantly, money. 

As Wolf points out, “Advertising has begun to por- 


the difference is not just one of degree. 

When a woman is objectified by a man or men, or 


tray the male body in a beauty myth of its own. As when she thinks of and presents herself as an object 


this imagery focuses more closely on male sexuality, 
it will undermine the sexual self-esteem of men in 
general.” 

Men, women and children are all preyed upon by 
advertisers. They tear and rip at our self-esteem, en- 
couraging us into a mad race to look more beautiful 
than each other. They convince us that we must be- 
come no more than objects for each other’s gaze or 
commodities for consumption. They persuade us to 
diet, work out and buy the 1 products that will turn us 
into the cropped and air-brushed two-dimensional 
images of the commercial media. Consumer capital- 
ism clearly plays an anti-human role in propagating 
the beauty myth. ' 

But men and women have different experiences 
of the- beauty myth, because it Is structured as much 
by patriarchy'as it is by capitalism. ' 

Women are objectified more often and more in- 
tensely than men. Our society encourages women to 
think of beauty as fundamental to their identity, 
whereas its importance is still minor for men’s. But 


for a male gaze, this occurs in a society with a specific 
power structure and culture. Men hold all institutional 
and economic power, including the power to hire and 
fire women on the basis of their appearance, and the 
economic power to threaten a female partner with be- 
ing dumped for a more attractive model if she does 
not look after her appearance. 


W omen are told they must always look sexu- 
ally attractive, but women are told they 
were asking for it when they are sexually 
assaulted or harassed. When a woman makes herself 
into a sexually attractive object; it brings her approval 
at the same time as it puts her in potential danger. 
This is one sense in which we live in a rape culture. 

Unless they have been in prison, men cannot un- 
derstand what it is like for a woman when she feels 
herself to be an object for a male gaze, because we 
cannot or do not experience it with the same deep 
sense of powerlessness and danger. Women hear con- 
tempt and threat in wolfwhistles, while men may find 


them demeaning, or confusing at worst, if directed at 
them by women. ' 

The beauty myth keeps women powerless and men 
powerful. It does this at the same time as it dehuman- 
ises us all, making us all increasingly aware of our- 
selves as objects. 

Part of the challenge for men who want to share 
power equally with women and with each other is to 
understand pur complicity in the perpetuation of the 
beauty myth. Another is to understand how much we 
have to gain from freeing ourselves from the myth. 

Because of die beauty myth, men miss out on hav- 
ing relations with real people rather than concepts in 
our heads. We miss out on sensuality, and the pleas- 
ures of a sexuality based on something other than 
unreal visual expectations. We are blinded to the beauty 
of spontaneous human life and the beauty of unself- 
, conscious sexual joy passing across a partner’s face. 

While objectification is our fundamental way of 
relating to each other, we remain located inside our- 
selves. We make no real connection with others, and 
we continue to live in a fantasy world isolated from 
what others are feeling and thinking. 

Naomi Wolf writes of liberating, women’s sexuality 
from the beauty myth. Perhaps the best way men, 
particularly straight men, can help is by liberating our 
own. 

Isn’t there a direct relationship between the way 
we, as men, view other people’s bodies, and the way 
our own sexual responses are structured? Our sexual- 
ity and our relationship to our bodies have been trained 
by peer pressure and pornographic culture. Men’s 
sexuality is performance-oriented and penis-focused. 
Our bodies becomeweapons, arid our gaze becomes 
a sighting device, honing in on attractive targets. 

If men's sexuality was based on touch, sensuality 
and a spiritual connection with our partners, would it 
matter so much whether they fitted the shapes in ad- 
vertising, pornography or Bay watch? Such images can 
only be sold to us while our own sexualities are struc- 
tured in that limited way. 

Getting over the beauty myth will mean discover- 
ing the rest of our bodies, and thinking of our entire 
bodies as sensitive receptors of other people’s touch 
and attention, irrespective of what those people look 
like. This could be confronting at first: to feel our bodies 
in a different way, to feel trust and to open ourselves 
up to a real acknowledgement of the subjectivity bf 
die person we are with. 

It may be frightening to unclench ourselves, to get 
over our fear of different feelings and different looks. 
But aren’t the greatest sexual moments always the 
moments of letting go? 


by Fiona 

M y hea ' 

voice 

trying 


Questions for men: How do we look at women? How does our gaze affect the lit 
What assumptions, projections and attitudes towards women do the ways we look 
the appearance of women around us put pressure on them to look, or want t 


es of the women around us? 
eflect? Do our comments on 
> look, a certain way? 


M y head hurt, and my throat was sore. My 
voice should have been this hoarse from 
trying to talk above the noise of die party. 
But that wasn't it. Actually, rio one had wanted to talk 
to me all night. I must have looked pretty miserable 
because He pressed up against me and said, “Smile 
baby. You look gorgeous.” He smiled, and I smiled 
drunkenly back until I saw the flash of my yellow teeth 
reflected in a mirror behind his head. I- quit smiling 
and said chat I wanted to go home. I had drunk more 
than enough tonight but just to be sure, I sculled a 
final glass of wine as He lead me to the door. I had 
come with Him, so, as usual, I left with Him. That's 
the way it is. I like to go out and get drunk. He likes to 
take me out and get me drunk. Sometimes 1 wonder if 
a taxi-fare wouldn’t be cheaper than my self respect. 
But it doesn’t matter. I never remember doing it with 
Him anyway. 

We got home and He went straight for the bed- 
room. I stumbled off and went looking for food in the 
kitchen. I found what I was looking for. Someone had 
hidden a bag full of chips and a half-eaten cake up 
the back of the cupboard. I had probably told them to 
do that. I started on the chips while I cooked some 
toast. The toaster was taking too long so I finished the 
cake. I knew I should stop eating but one hand stuffed 
the food down my throat while the other hand was 
powerless to do anything about it. late and I ate until 
the pain in my stomach caught up with the pain in my 
head. When I felt my fingernails scratching at the back 
of my throat, I quickly found my way to the bathroom. 
And then, thank God, I was sick. It came up quickly, 
but I managed to do it fairly cleanly and quietly. I tried 
not to look at die red liquid widi brown lumps splashed 
against the wliite basin. I just kept going, until die heav- 
ing hurt my chest, and unfil I was satisfied that there 
was nothing left. 

“Are you coming to bed?” He called from the bed- 


room. I didn’t answer Him. My eyes were stinging and 
I was having a hard time finding my balance as the 
room spun around me. I managed to shut the door to 
the bathroom and pull off my clothes before I slumped 
under the shower. 1 felt the water crashing over my 
dirty head and the soap slipping away as I tried to 
wash the stench from my fingers. I don’t know how 
long I was under the shower but when 1 came to, I 
found myself curled up on the tiles like the sick ani- 
mal I was. I lay there wishing someone would find 
me there, that someone would take me somewhere 
safe. But the tiles just grew colder, and the water started 
to burn. I knew that it was never going to happen, so, 
I picked myself up and started to dry off my scalded 
skin. For the second time, 1 lent over the basin and 
looked into the mirror. This time 1 tried not to look at 
the hollow black eyes squinting back at me. I just 
splashed cold water on my face, and slowly cleaned 
tire acid from my teeth, trying not to open the ulcers 
on my gums? 

“Are you coming to bed or what?" He yelled from 
the bedroom. The walls supported me along the dark 
passage to the light of my bedroom. I imagined crawl- 
ing into a warm bed, into warm, comforting arms. But 
there He was, lying naked on my bed, smiling at me. 
I knew that smile. He had probably just spent the last 
ten minutes masturbating into a pair of my underpants. 
Likewise, He must have known what 1 had been do- 
ing. But he didn’t care. Once in a while He’ll ask me 
how my “bulimania" is going, like it’s some fucking 
pet or something. But tonight He saved us bodt die 
hassle, and just smiled at the sight of my naked body. 
I wanted to take His smiling head and smash it into 
the wall. But I could barely stand up. I wanted to crawl 
away and hide in die dark. But He grabbed my hand 
and pulled me to the bed. I don’t remember what hap- 
pened after that. But then again. I never do. 


This is one of many stories that I wrote to my- 
self in 1993- At the time, it made me feel better 
to get all of the shit that had been happening to 
me out of my system and onto a piece of paper. 
(Unlike friends, you can tell anything you want 
to a computer and you will never feel guilty about 
stretching the bounds of the friendship). It helped 
me to realise the full extent of what I had been 
doing to myself, and what I had been allowing 
others to do to me. I began to accept that I had 
been through something pretty fucking major, 
,, and that it was going to take me a long time to 
'get over it’ (l am not talking abouta few sessions 
at the psychiatrist, or a few chats with under- 
standing friends — I am talking about the years 
that it takes to change the way that you think 
about yourself). ' . : - ' - . 

Reading this story again today, I makes me 
feel so angry and so sad — angry because I 
abused my poor body, my poor body that just 


wants to digest some food so that I can run and 
jump and swim and do cartwheels — and sad, 
because 1 see so many women around me who 
just don't realise what cool chicks they are, with 
or without, the size 8 figure. Next time that you 
think about losing weight, please give yourself 
a break — you deserve it! Yes, your stomach 
probably does have sticky-out bits but so what? 
You are a woman not a washboard. Maybe try 
hugging one of your female friends — see how 
nice it is to hang on to someone who is soft and 
squishy and comforting: Life is loo short to count 
calories — get out and play in the sun (hot tip: 
there are no mirrors on ovals but lots of grass, 
great for rolling around on and getting really 
grubby), feel how strong your legs are, give your 
tummy a friendly pat and: say a big “hick off” to 
anyone, and yes, that includes your female 
friends, who thinks that they can judge you on 
the way that you look. 
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Australia’s business leaders 


There isn’t a course 


for business leadership. 


If you get through the assessment 


you’ll be offered a position in Telstra where 


course. 
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Why do men have nipples? Corin 
Throsby and Kirstie Farrell 
investigate the phenomenon. 



photo courtesy andrew hogan 


1 wanted to get a tattoo once. But the night 
after the big decision I had a terrible 
dream that 1 was a very old lady, and one 
of my grandchildren was pointing to me 
and saying, "Grandma, what's that seeth- 
ing mass of green varicose veins festering on your 
leg?” I placed my hand gently on her shoulder and 
said, “Honey, that’s just my tattoo. See, if you 
stretch my wrinkled and sagging skin out far 
enough, you can actually make out that it says 
‘Fuck yous all’.” I cancelled my appointment the 
next morning. 

The image of tattooing as something for crimi- 
nals and prostitutes carried out by sleazy biker- 
types in dimly lit hovels, and as something that 


you will inevitably regret for the rest of your life, 
was certainly the norm in our parents’ genera- 
tion. This, however, is fast changing. Lately you 
haven't been able to open a magazine, whether it 
be Sin or Dolly, without there being some refer- 
ence to tattoos and body piercing, and apart from 
celebrities and supermodels, it seems that one of 
the largest groups of people now getting tattoos 
and piercings arc students. 

So why is it that, all of a sudden, heaps of peo- 
ple seem to want to painfully inject ink into their 
flesh, and stick metal through bits of their body 
they probably shouldn’t? Is it just some cool 
Seattle “someone please take me seriously” fad 
thing? One first year Arts Student says, “Heaps of 

• , . 
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my friends are getting naval rings and stuff, and 
I think that’s OK because they can always grow it 
over. But now all these little teeny hoppers are 
getting tattoos because they read somewhere in 
Girlfriend that it was a cool thing to do, but in 
ten years time when tattoos are, like, ‘so 1995’, 
they’ll be stuck with them. Sucked in”. 

The leading tattooist in Canberra, Lee Herceg 
of the Canberra City Tattoo Co. in Garema Place, 
has a very different idea of why people get tat- 
toos. He maintains that tattooing is not a fashion 
and that it has always been popular, but that only 
now is society beginning to accept tattooing as 
part of Western culture. He believes that it is at- 
tractive for young people because it provides a 
strong link with a tribal past, and that for many, . 
it’s a symbol of the transition between childhood 
and adulthood (an event which often goes unrec- 
ognised in modern society). 

Certainly when I spoke to students who have 
tattoos, none of them said they got it because 
Naomi Campbell has one. For most, getting a tat- 
too is a highly significant, and symbolic experi- 
ence, with a virtually nil regret factor. One Art 
School Student said, “I had a bit of a hard time 
when I was a kid, and [getting a tattoo] was a way 
of making my body my own territory, which was 
an important thing for me to do at that stage. I’ve 
felt a lot stronger in myself, a lot more independ- 
ent since I’ve had it done”. Another explains, “I 
was in a bad relationship at the time I got [the tat- 
too] done. I guess it was like a way of removing 
myself from the other by person by giving my- 
self this symbol and asserting my own identity”. 

For many, the shock value of getting a tattoo 
was important. An Arts student who got his tat- 
too when he was very young said, “I think I en- 
joyed the fact that my Mum hated it so much. But 
it wasn’t for her that I got it, it was for me, to show 
that I no longer needed her approval.” Another 
Arts student, who had been thinking about get- 
ting a tattoo for a long time, said, “I had gone to 
Queensland to see my boyfriend, but when I got 
there he told me, in bed, that he had got another 
girl pregnant and was leaving me. And so I 
thought, what the hell. I’ll just do it” . 

Aesthetic reasons naturally play a part in 
someone’s decision to get a tattoo. The design is 
carefully thought about and chosen before hand, 
with Celtic and tribal designs being particularly 
popular. Many choose their designs for symbolic 
reasons (“...I got this flower bud because it’s like 
a rebirth, it represents my new life”), or from per- 
sonal experiences (“I wanted an eagle because I 
keep on having these vivid dreams that I am fly- 
ing”). 

“The fact that it looks good is important to me,” 
said an Asian Studies student, “but it’s not a fash- 
ion thing for me. I read in a magazine the other 
day that tattooing was ‘out’, and 1 breathed a sigh 
of relief." 

Body piercing lacks the permanency of tat- 
toos, and this has meant that a lot more people 
are getting it done, with most stating the fact that 
it “looks good” as a major reason for their deci- 
sion. 

Andrew, the manager of a body piercing busi- 
ness Visual Creations says that the most popular 
place to get pierced at the moment is the naval, 
and like Lee, says that all sorts of people now uti- 
lise his services. Most body piercees said that they 



A fine line: The pain, while noticeable, is not fatal. 
As Nietzsche said, “That which does not kill us 
only makes us stronger.” 


found a great deal of satisfaction from their 
piercings, not only from the actual process (“...the 
pain wasn’t sexual.. .but sensual”), but from sim- 
ply living with it day to day(“I can play with it for 
hours”). For others it was a bonding experience 
with a partner, as they both got matching bits of 
their body pierced. 

S o what is actually involved in getting a tat 
too or piercing? Both involve needles and 
varying degrees of pain from “excruciat- 
ing” to “kind of nice” depending on who you are 
and what you’re getting done. It’s important to 
be careful when you get a tattoo, warns Lee the 
tattooist, as the advent of the tattoo supplier has 
meant all sorts of dodgy jobs are being done 
(“some of them don’t even dip [the needle] in 
bleach”), and trying to do tattoos yourself can get 
pretty nasty. 

And when it comes to piercings, who hasn’t 
tried the old ‘ice cube and needle in the ear while 
you parents are out’ trick? Andrew the body 
piercer says, to the dismay of participants in ado- 
lescent sleep-overs everywhere, “It’s very hard to 
do piercings yourself because you’ve got to line 
the needle up properly, and it’s very hard to do it 
quickly and accurately. And there’s the risk of 
transmitting disease. Genital piercings are prob- 
ably the easiest to do yourself because you can 
sort of look down and do them...” 

When asked if he thinks that body piercing has 
lost its shock value, Andrew said that he believes 
it will take a while for that to happen, especially 
with the more unusual piercings. “If you have 




your tongue pierced and you poke it out at some- 
one who thinks it’s a sick thing to do, even if 
they’ve read about it in a magazine, they’re going 
to think ‘this person’s sick’”. Indeed, many peo- 
ple still find piercings hard to take. Says one Arts 
student, “I don’t mind most piercings, but one of 
my friends got the bit of skin between her eyes 
pierced and it’s so gross. I’m, like, talking to her 
not knowing where to look, because I know the 
minute I lay eyes on it I’ll throw up all over her”. 

And certainly not everyone finds tattoos ap- 
pealing. Several people I talked to felt that body 
art is the ultimate form of objectification of the 
human body, “The thing that I don’t like about 
tattoos is the passiveness of them,” says an Eco- 
nomics student, “it’s like you just lie there while 
someone brands your body with a piece of their 
shitty artwork”. 

I did not hear one negative thing, however, 
from those people I talked to who actually have 
tattoos. “Tattooing is a very special and personal 
thing,” said Lee. “There’s an idea that the tattoo 
gets imprinted on your soul. I’ve heard of old peo- 
ple with Alzheimers disease who have forgotten 
who they were married to for sixty years but still 
remember when and where they got their tattoo. 
Tattoos are a little piece of immortality — your 
body gets old but your tattoo remains the same.” 



I’ve got a hot date with a soldering iron 


Grow over your eyebrow ring! Have that new 
tattoo surgically removed! The latest thing for 
fashion groovers in America is scarification, a 
brilliant method of permanently branding the skin 
with a red hot soldering iron. 

This Art School student (pictured, left) seemed 
like a really sweet guy. Wouldn't hurt a fly. So what 
made him pay someone to give him welting third 
degree burns last time he was in San Francisco? 

A couple of my friends had it. and I thought they 
were cool. 

So was it just for cool value? 

No, it was more than that. For me it was symbolic 
of the loss of life and that closeness to death. 

Did you scream? 

No, I was too drunk. 

Whacky! Let’s hope it hits Australia really really 
soon. 
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Australian Women’s Forum did what no other 
women’s magazine did. It presented men to 
women the way women are routinely 
presented to men: spreadeagled, for their 
pleasure. Is this reversal healthy, or is it just 
making 100% of the population insecure, 
instead of just 50%? Hamish McKellar spoke 
to its editor Sheryn George and asked: who’s 
objectifying whom? 


National Library of Australia 


http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-page15270559 




are more comfortable in their sexuality, it’s not true 
that it's across the board yet, 1 think that there are cer- 
tainly more women exploring it. I think that when 
women become sexually confident and experiment, 
some men do find that terribly difficult to handle, be- 
cause their model of what females are has not really 
encompassed that. 

You seem to have a broad readership, not only 
straight women, but gay men and lesbians. 

We get a lot of support from Lesbians on the Loose , 
yeah, I think it's because we’re not particularly 
“heteropower", I think a lot of magazines like Cleo and 
Cosmo are very ostensibly championing the traditional 
model of male/female heterosexual relationships and 
they're pretty much “how to get your man” etc, I think 
it’s because we do it from a really, I wouldn't say 
open-minded because I think that’s a bit bland, for 
me as an editor it's a women’s magazine so it has to 
reflect women’s experience, and women’s experience 
isn’t just male/female relationships. There’s a whole 
range of relationships that people are not only involved 
in but also want to know about. So I want to reflect 
that. 


huge amount of pressure on each other because they 
had to fend off the patriarchy. 

The notion of the women who likes to stare at a 
man's penis has never been veiy positive. It’s prob- 
ably been assumed that she’s sluttish, or falls outside 
that sister/wife/mother dynamic, there’s no simple 
answer to why it’s such a big deal, except I have to 
say that my relations with the censors, as much as I 
try and make it is not veiy good and productive. What 
we’re allowed to do is really restricted, and it certainly 
has nothing to do with the consensus of readers, it 
has nothing to do with what is comparable with maga- 
zines that are aimed at men.... for example we’re do- 
ing an article on genital piercing, and I’ve had to go to 
the censors and basically show them all the photo- 
graphs and we can’t show a photograph of female 
genital piercing because of the censorship laws set up 
supposedly.to protect women state that you can’t see 
inner labia. But as a women’s magazine it’s a com- 
pletely different context, it’s not a sexual ised context 
and there’s certainly no large red fingernails... some- 
time I find that those laws are applied without any 


A ustralian Women’s Forum is 

a woman’s magazine with a 
difference. Where else would 
you find contemporary social 
issues such as female geni- 
tal mutilation, abortion, bisexuality, along with a nude 
male centrefold, current issues and a few saucy bits 
from its readers? In a publishing world where men’s 
magazines could have nude pikkies, and the wom- 
en’s magazine’s are obsessed with weight, keeping the 
boyfriend and Diana’s latest fling, AWF is a stark con- 
trast. 

So what sort of woman would be in charge of such 
a magazine? An Ita Buttrose with spunk, a Bettina Arndt 
perhaps? Well Sheryn George is definitely none of die 
above. Surprisingly young for someone in her posi- 
tion, she is articulate, warm and incredibly frank (a 
rare but welcome trait when conducting an interview). 
Here's what she had to say about women’s sexuality, 
feminism, sex, power, censorship and all those other 
goodies... 

How would you describe AWF’s aims and pur- 
pose? 

AWF discusses women’s sexuality, without having 
the context of fashion and beauty and recipes and 
celebrity and all those conventional trappings of 
women's titles, it wanted to be a much more straight 
forward title. Cleo for example, which has always 
addressed sexual issues, but always in a relation- 
ship context. The founding editor came out of Pent- 
house, and saw it as a Penthouse for women, which 
I don’t see it at all, which is a fundamental differ- 
ence between our two approaches. 

What was the initial reaction to centrefolds? 
Women said they’d really appreciate having naked 
men in this magazine. Cleo had always a strategi- 
cally placed pot plant, or beer bottle that actually 
obscured the penis, because that was always con- 
sidered unpalatable for women and that women 
were too genteel to look at anything like that. 

Men have always been able to look at naked 
women, but men’s sexuality has always been hid- 
den. 

It hasn’t always been hidden, in some ways it has been 
incredibly celebrated, not in terms of our century. Vic- 
torian England really stuffed a lot of sexuality up be- 
cause previous to that, even in veiy Anglo countries 
sexuality was quite... well, look at the rise of the cod- 
piece during Elizabethan times and things like merkins 
which were pubic wigs... there was a real focus on 
male genitalia. If you look at most classical art, any art 
whiclr is representative, the male body figure largely 
in it, it’s certainly not censored, the figs leases were 
all placed there by the Victorian inheritors of these 
great works.' So I clon’t think in the context of history 
that’s necessarily true. I don't think that men’s penises 
are obscured. I think in some way women placed a 


M uch has been written in the way 
of feminist critiques of the 
objectification of women by men, 
what do you say to those who claim that AWF low- 
ers women to men’s standards, objectifying men? 
I'd say that that's a naive point of view in our culture. 
It’s virtually impossible to wipe out the objectification 
of either sex and 1 disagree actually that men were 
not objectified previous to things like AWF, men have 
been objectified but on much more their own terms, 
not necessarily as sexual or as objects of desire for 
women, I still think that they were objectified arid clas- 
sified and categorised and stereotyped. I think that it’s 
naive to think that people are not going to find bodies 
and people beautiful. I think that that aesthetic ideal 
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is going to be maintained and if we were going to 
stop doing.it because we felt “Oh gee, isn’t this bad, I 
feel terribly guilty", it'll just continue in films and popu- 
lar culture. All you have to do is just look around you 
and look at the recent advent of more male nudity in 
films, the amount of beefcake on TV. 

What about the body image problem of all the 
male models being beautiful and muscly, in the 
gay press there has been criticism of this creat- 
ing image and self-esteem problems? 

That’s fair. The way in which people take that body- 
building ethos sometimes is akin to anorexia in fe- 
males. That's I guess one of the reasons we have a 
section called “Body Talk" at the front of the maga- 
zine. It’s sort of couples focussed and how they feel 
about each other. They tend to be body types that 
certainly... they’re people who love each other and 
talk about what they love about each other [AWF has 


views on the context in which photographs or text 
appears. I find that veiy frustrating. They're so literal 
minded... and they tend to all be men, they're all 
blokes I deal with and they’re quite embanassed by 
the subject matter and by the idea of women looking 
at this material, and they’re embarrassed talking to me 
about it. 

Do you feel that the feminist revolution has made 
women feel at ease with their sexuality but men 
are not coping with it? 

It’s not quite as simple as that. 1 think that all of our 
morals are shifting, people are very confused about 
what the road map of their life is meant to look like, 
whereas previously we had a pretty clear idea of what 
you were supposed to be doing, and if you were re- 
belling against you.knew>a^aast*wha tLvQq . ;w ere re- 
acting to. I think what’s happened that some women 
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had a woman with spina bifida, a couple in a' wheel • 
chai r, threesomes, gay couples, a ti nts' and nieces etc]: 
What we’re trying to do is show that every acceptable 
naked and few people fifinto the “beautiful" mould. 

It is so hard finding guys who are not really mus- 
cled, because they tend to be the type of people who 

are really confident 


months to get my- 

self into peak physical condition”. I think that what 
they’re not getting is that women don't respond nec- 
- essarily to an overly muscled-frame, in fact I think they 


can find that quite oppressive. I think “yuk!” it looks 
really narcissistic — it looks like armour. 

What sort of reaction have you gotten from 
straight men? 

My.ex-bpyfriend was very disturbed! He couldn’t cope. 

Some claim that this generation is more conserva- 
tive than the previous one. 

I think that some aspects of it are valid. It’s so obvious ' 
what’s.causing it. The whole issue of safe sex has made 
people aware of the issues around lucking. In the six- 
ties if you could you did. I don’t think you could lump 
a whole generation in and say “ooh, they’re not hav- 
ing sex”. 

Apart from the censors, where do you draw the 
line between what’s tasteful and what you won’t 
do? 

I actually we’ve got a problem at the moment because 
1 don’t think our centrefolds are eroticised enough. I 
think unfortunately most of them look like nudists. I 
tend to think that was a reaction; we didn’t want to be 
labelled pornographic, we wanted to be healthy. But 
now I’ve come to the point of view that if we’re going 
to do it, it might as well be an erotic image and that’s 
what I want to do overthe next year or so is actually 
really eroticise the centrefold.. . we’re watched very 
carefully by the censors, we’re, regularly, banned in 
Queensland, we’re never allowed to go on sale at all 
in Tasmania, we're regularly banned in Western Aus- 
tralia. We have to be really careful if we want to go on 
sale and surviv.e'as a business. It really gives me the 

shits because I feel like we’re compromising ourselves. 
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[On the subject of A\VF tackling issues that men's 
magazines avoid, like male rape and circumcision, an . 
interesting anecdote came up. A father had rung het- 
up; be didn’t know whether be should have his son 


and he felt so strongly that he shouldn't get him cir- 
cumcised that be rang! 

It was really quite an- interesting indication that this 
guy wasn’t getting what he needed from doctors, cos 
they were giving him the medicaj information but no- 
one was willing to empathise with him or support him 
emotionally. 

We recently did an issue on men’s sexual health 
because their sexual health often impacts on their part- 
ners. 

What about being a woman in a male dominated 
profession? 

The way everything is structured is still very patriar- 
chal, so you can be supposedly some “executive” and 
if you don’t like die philosophy that lies behind that 
then what do you do? That’s'the dilemma I find my- 
self constantly faced with... even the language of War 
in the memos “How are we going to attack our com- 
petitors?” .. . I guess I try and approach how I work 
from a different perspective, it’s just like an island in 
the middle of all this insanity. What I’m getting back 
to is the idea that there’s another idea of corporate 
feminism ideal of “Go gutsy girl go!. Get up the top of 
that ladder" and I just think, well up the top of the 
ladder just sucks. What needs to be changed is the 
structure itself. We can’t just climb tip : dte top and say 
“well yeah, this is such a great achievement for 
women” j it’s not, it really needs to be changed. A lot 
of people who do get to the top of the ladder are 
brought into the ethics of that structure so much that 
they’re riot going to change it, they’re going to main- 
tain it, because they may lose power — (laughs) I like 
my job, really! 


HOW ARE YOU GOING 

TO 

AFFORD UNI?? 


Take Time to Listen 


Tax Free Study Scholarship 

Tax Free Part-time Pay 

The Army Ready Reserve Scheme 
Presentation Ni ght 

Where: ANU Manning Clarke Centre (LT4) 
When: Thursday 31 August at 7.30pm 

Ring 13 19 01 to confirm your seat 




The Army. 

The Edge. 

13 19 01 


The Oeean Bookshop 

Canberra's best range of seriously 
alternative books. Just check out these titles. 


New Sdence and Cosmos Theory 
Space Time and Self, Davies 
Holes, Casati 

Physics and Philosophy, Heisenburg 
Geometry of Space Consciousness, Perkins 
The Harmonic Conquest of Space, Cathie 
The Theory of Celestial Influence, Collins 
Correlations of Cosmic and Human'Consti- 
tutions, Puderecker 
The Wholeness Principle, Lemkow 
Psychology and the Mind 
Conscience and the Search for Truth, 
Ouspensky 

Play of Consciousness in the Web of the 
Universe, Gardner 
Nature's Mind, Gazzanig 
Further Reaches of Human Nature, Haslow 
Buddhist Books Direct from India 
Buddhist Logic, Stcherbatsky 
Human Enlightenment, Sangarakshita 
Conception of Buddhist Nirvana, The 
Upanishads Mueller (ed.) 

The Rig Veda . 

The Diamond Sutra 
Sacred Tibetan Teachings, Orofino 
Yoga and Meditation 
Cayatri and the Highest Meditation 
Master Guide to Meditation 
Tantric Yoga, Frost" 

Zen Yoga, Saher 
Viveka Cudamani, Chaterji 


Light on Pranayama, Iyengkar 
Theosophy and Occult Science 
Kabbala Unveiled, Mathers 
Metaphysics of Experience, Howell 
Mysteries of Fire and Water, Aivanhov 
Logos, Blavatsky 
Motion, Blavatsky 

Nirvana: an Occult Experience, Anindale 
Key to the Problems of Existence, Aivanhov 

Astrology, Tarot and Numbers 

Indian Astrology, Dreyer 

Jungian Synchronicity in Astrology, Howell 

Astrology of Fate, Greene 

Saturn in Transit, Sullivan 

Astrology Beyond Ego, Lyons 

Spiritual Astrology, Spiller 

Self Development with Astrology, Geddes 

Zodiac and the Soul, Carter 

Tarot, Crowley 

Wheel of Destiny, Maclaine 

777 and Other QabbaliStic Writings, Crowley 

New Age 

Discovering Your Soul's Purpose, Thurston 
Science and Immortality, Hal! 

Spirit and Soul, Casey 
The Web in the Sea, Howell 
Suicide and the Soul, Hillman 
The Astral Body, Powell 
Understanding the Chakras, Rendel 
The Chakras, Lcadbeater 
Kundalini, Gopi 


•’ c A'. k' .T’i- [i .. 


Shop 11, Trump Centre, Civic 2601 
Adjoining Garema Place, 70 Bunda St 
Phone 257 7373 
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DOS 




cnr WollongongVCollie Sts, FYSHWICK 

280 4394 

Would you like a new futon bed?.. Tonight? 

Possum Futon in Fyshwick have the largest range of futon 
mattresses and bases in the A.C.T.; all guaranteed; all available 
today; made with highest quality materials; and at great prices! 
Give us a call for more info., or come into the shop to try them 
or order one C.O.D. Canberra's famous futon specialists. 


National Library of Australia 
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Failing controversy, some efforts were just plain 
feeble: Did they really expect us to believe that some- 


http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-page15270563 


A quarter past twelve, Friday 18th Au- 
gust 1995. Disorganised and late as 
usual, the Woroni judges stumbled into 
Union Court carrying several tables and 
a hastily constructed and bedraggled 
banner. Amid the chaos, a lone figure approached: grey 
suit, white hair, bushy white beard. No, it was not David 
Stratton, it was federal MP John Langmore. After greet- 
ing the judges with a barrage of handshakes, he faded 
away from the media spotlight. The Woroni Scaven- 
ger Hunt for 1995 had begun.' 

Soon, dozens of people representing seven teams 
from various clubs, societies and colleges descended 
upon the judging site. Chaos reigned. Out of the chaos, 
objects became apparent; bowling pins, chainsaws, the 
world’s smallest bicycle. Each team endeavoured to 
put its unique stamp on the competition. The Short 
Straws gave us a federal MP, a double decker bus, and 
‘Two Worms' Mexican alcohol. The Debating Society 
* harnessed its vast talents to produce a failed ACT elec- 


tion candidate, an invitation to Bob and Blanche’s 
wedding and the unmistakably bizarre signature of 
Dean Terrell on a banana. The Lumber Jack(s) at- 
tempted to convince judges that a remote control plane 
was a light aircraft and that Jean Claude Van Damme 
was a police officer. Burton and Garran obviously sat 
up nights working on their giant dildo on wheels whilst 
Oasis satisfied their exhibitionist streak with a glut of 
naked photos outside every major Canberra tourist 
attraction. The Jolly Codgers proved to us just how 
attractive a grown man can be in ugg-boots and a sa- 
fari suit. An intoxicated individual representing Team 
Bunde tried to persuade judges that a shoebox was a 
perpetual motion machine whilst his hideously de- 
formed teammate entertained us all with his dancing 
shoulder blades. 

Controversy dogged the judging process. Did an 
A.C.T. licence entitle Peter Still to drive a fork-lift? Did 
a few percussionists waving a gold-painted record 
constitute a gold record-selling band? What exactly is 
a home video? Was it possible that Team Bunde had 
actually miniaturised the Eiffel tower? Was the B&G 

J _ it*. .11 ‘ Cl‘ _ L _ 


one with a sheepskin on their back was a sheep? That 
a couple of guitars and violins (some of which were 
unplayed) was a string quartet? Or that a random smat- 
tering of canvass was a tent embassy? 

Eventually from the rabble emerged a worthy cham- 
pion — the Short Straws, who are to be praised for 
their astonishing resourcefulness and depravity. In 
truth, almost everyone got a prize, and besides, there 
was a free beer for all. (Thanks to the Union for sup- 
plying the prizes). 

And what did it all prove? It’s amazing what crap 
some people will hoard. The overwhelming tackiness 
of the average ANU student made the Scavenger Hunt 
the success that it was. So, if you have a complete set 
of Neigbours swap cards or a Ben Lexcen winged 
skateboard, cast them aside at your peril; they could 
be crucial in next year’s hunt. 

PS. To the guy from the Short Straws who ate the 
fly sandwich, we lied — your team would have won 
anyway. 
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fly sandwich? 

The revitalised Woroni ANU Union Scavenger Hunt attracted a flood of 
strange and desperate people. Judges Dan Silkstone, Owen Larkin and 
Jessica Coates tell the story. Peter Baldwin took the happy snaps. 






Clockwise from bottom left, then spiralling 
around towards the centre: Double decker bus, 
350 points; a rather obscene looking double jointed 
trick, 1 0 points; the smallest rideable bicycle (watch 
him go!), 200 points; an invitation to Bob and 
Blanche's wedding, 600 points; three people eating 
a fly sandwich, 1 20 points; another shameless 
competitor in a safari suit, 20 points; a cleverly 
faked photo of four people naked inside the House 
of Representatives; 300 points; the second longest 
dildo, 1 00 points; Deane Terrell’s autograph on a 
banana, 500 points; a complete set of Neighbours 
swap cards, 300 points. 


m o W 

«• TV* IU*«4. tu, 

- i;— 

h • •«»>•■«. m TV « 




L 







K H 


H' _ m 


■ 


V -r . ■ 


I WU 

I IB 

v 11 

1 

I. I 


National Library of Australia 


http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-page15270564 








“Get physical, get fit, get into sport, get into 
fluorescent lycra and do harmful things to 


gym rats using this method to some degree, watch out 
for them in a gym near you. 
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OntentS How to be a ten second jock 


Golden Key National Honour Society welcomes its 
latest distinguished scholar. 


Ronald Reagan remembers: “I don’t know what it 
was but it was this long and in my trousers.” 

1 COUNTERS 


NG TERM 
LATIONSHIPS 


— ^ ^** — 

“Hi, you've reached the Noel Crichton-Browne 
publicity line. Are you naked? I am.” 


your body”, increasingly the pressure to be- However not all exercise is done in the gym. Jog- 
come a weekend champion is being thrust ging and cycling are common dangers that need to be 
1 1 nnn 11 c t cnpo \s r\f thncp /-\Fnc 1 i l.- < ' nntti_ avoided. It is simple to.give the impression of under- 


upon us. I speak of those of us that like noth- 


ing more than to sit back with a glass of port * oil 'S P ain ln ,his al1 thaI ls re 1 llired is to b f ab ' 

and a few Tim-Tams and watch the fluff ac- s "“ for some and come back cov5red in waKr 

. . , T , , and smelling bad. 

cumulate in our navels. Until recently sport 

, , , , , , Engineering water saturation is easy, standing un- 

vvas word that try-hard ockers used when they , ... ... . „ . „ 

1 1 der a sprinkler usually does the trick. Creating the smell 

orgot how to spell mate . is barder . tb e most effective way to do this is to have a 

Now under die unremitting pressure of society’s T . shirt thaC is always used for exer cise,Then use the t- 

sporting evangelists the most unlikely people are tak- shirt as a bedsheet for your Uttle brolher who slill wets 

ing to the lycra. Kim Beazley, Jim Murphy and Rose- hjs bed That anti . social smell normally associated with 

mary Follett have become a regular sight jogging sweat wjl] always be diere when you need it Great 

around Lake Burley Griffin of a public service lunch- when you need to force a quick decision from dither- • 

time, clad in pink and yellow lycra combinations. ing parents or | eclurers . 

However not everyone has the single-minded dedi- 
cation of Kim and Jim. For most of us just to be seen owever the most effective way to avoid ex 

to be doing the deed is enough, the actuality of ex- I I ercise is tf) pretend to be injure d. Most inter- 

ecution is still, quite understandably, repulsive. To help X national athletes use this as an excuse to have 

those who have to submit to peer pressure but also a little holiday s0 why shouldn’t we? Nothing looks 

want to remain the quintessential couch potato, here better than a minor hmp and a good story Uke , "well, 

are some guidelines for survival in the fitness jungle. yeah ; , was rock climb ing and my foot got stuck in 

The most common place to end up in a fitness drive rhis rrark and rh ’ , and sn left bnoino 
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to be doing the deed is enough, the actuality of ex- I I ercise is to pretend to be injure d. Most inter- 

ecution is still, quite understandably, repulsive. To help X ± national athletes use this as an excuse to have 

those who have to submit to peer pressure but also a Utde holiday so why shouldn’t we? Nothing looks 

want to remain the quintessential couch potato, here better than a mjnor hmp and a good story Uke , “well, 

are some guidelines for survival in the fitness jungle. yeah> , was rock dimbing and my foot got stuck in 

The most common place to end up in a fitness drive this crack and then I slipped and so was left hanging 

is the gym. The gym is a relatively easy place to fudge by my broken ank i e above the .”. Instant sporting 

it, giving the impression of supreme athletic achieve- credibility . You migh t even be able to run for the Sports 

ment without working up a sweat. In fact the vast ma- Unidn Board wjth that SOI , of background . 

jority of people there will also be avoiding exercise so So to s0rvive with style , rig up ilke a corporate 
all that is needed is to follow their example. The first . parakeet) scratch your head with you toes while hav- 
key is to wear the most with-it gear possible, this gen- ing a coffee and then change into your specially pre- 

eraUy involves a high quality tracksuit (preferably a pared t . shirt and drench yourself at the nearest foun- 

mnrudantof i\r/a ri .fob It fmm 1 r- n lUI In o'! 


is the gym. The gym is a relatively easy place to fudge 
it, giving the impression of supreme athletic achieve- 
ment without working up a sweat. In fact the vast ma- 
jority of people there will also be avoiding exercise so 
all that is needed is to follow their example. The first 


erally involves a high quality tracksuit (preferably a pared t _ shirt and drench your 

representative one - nick it from a friend or sibling), , ain 0nce you get hom e pant a bit and bask in the 

t-shut and pants. The most important aspect of cloth- glory of sporting success . RolI on Sydney 2000. : . 

ing is that it should be emblazoned with logos' and 
slogans. The total effect should be similar to a tropical 

parrot that has sold its body for advertising. 1 

One clad in the labels of the world’s top multina- 
tionals the next key move is to spend an inordinate 

amount of time stretching and warming up. ..Stretch- Prp ■ llnfll 

ing looks very professional and gives the impression 
of imminent activity; more importantly it is dead easy 

Real professionals have taken this method of exer- 
dse avoidance to its extreme biy having entire sessions 
devoted to flexibility. The basic idea; is to have a cot - • 

fee with a friend while picking your nose with your 

If you have time left after these evasion strategies . f 

then you may have to do s6me : actugi. exercise. Even afeteulr 
so, it is possible to go through die motions and still do 

nothing. The key is to pick your gym equipment: Steer v W 

clear Of the weights because they demand exertion. 

Instead go for the aerobic equipment, my favourite is 

the rowing machine. The way to handle a rowing “ Ny, 

machine is to keep your hands in a fixed position and . . .... i 
move your buttocks up and down the slide. In this Wm§- - 

way perpetual motioais maintained at minimal effort. 

The only problem is that you end up looking like you 

are practising for the world pelvic thrust champion- I ’ 

ships. However this does not stop the vast majority of ■ r ■ 

t ■’ :•■■■' Continued from following page 
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EXPOSED: CAPPER’S BIG WHITE BUTT 




m 




In place of the usual shoddy undergraduate humour, Finger present's Warwick Capper’s big white butt. Have a good laugh at these. We did 


The modern women’s guide New book for *** who? 

to one night stands 


I n the last few decades, we have all been witness 
to sweeping changes in the area of women’s equal 
ity . This coupled with a greater awareness of sexu- 
ality has increased the acceptance of die fairer sex 
indulging in “one night stands”. The purpose of this 
guide is to help first-timers in exploiting the available 
male talent in a trouble free manner. The following - 
are hints that may be useful in helping you score: 

1. If you are planning to take him back to your 
place, it is a good, idea to have a reasonably clean 
abode, Nothing can kill a man’s passion, faster than 
floaties in the toilet staring at him when he goes to 
take a piss. 

If you are planning to re-enact the famous scene 
from “9 1/2” weeks, make sure the milk and vegies in 
your fridge are fresh. The smell can be listed as a defi- 
nite turn off. 

Also to be remembered if you take him back to 
your place, keep man-hadng pets such as Fluffy the 
Rottweiler on their chains. Love bites on the neck are 
fine but he may not appreciate having his throat torn 
out. 

2. Avoid eating garlic or other strong smelling foods 
prior to going out. Whilst this may be useful for ward- 
ing off vampires, breath that can cut through bank 
vaults is considered a turn off by most men. 

3. Try not to wear clothing that takes a long time 
to remove. A strip-tease is great but by the time you 
have removed eight layers of clothing, he may have 


died of boredom. Also to be remembered is to wear 
decent undergarments. Threadbare cotton knickers 
may be used as a derogatory comment for years after- 
wards. 

4. When making "small talk" with a prospective 
partner pick a topic that will cause him to appreciate 
your mind as well as your body. In short, dazzle him 
with your intellect but don’t bore him with bullshit. 
NB: His intellect is unimportant, its only his body you 
want. 

5. Don’t drink excessively. It’s bad enough waking 
up with a hangover ; even worse when you find 
Frankenstein’s monster snoring next to you. Also to 
be avoided is picking up someone who is as pissed as 
a fart - he may not rise to the occasion. 

6. When he is finally naked, don’t make comments 
such as “ is it that cold in here?” and “ isn’t he cute?" 
as this may make him feel more inadequate than he 
already is. 

7. Oral sex is both fun and safe. Go for it but re- 
member that swallowing should only be conducted 
in conjunction with a calorie controlled diet. 

I hope that these handy hints may be of assistance 
to you. Girls, go out and enjoy yourselves, but remem- 
ber always use protection - festering sores or a swol- 
len stomach may make you less appealing the next 
time you go out to get laid. 

The Lying Nun 


National Library of Australia 


Following the success of her debut novel The Hand 
That Signed the Paper ; which won the Miles Franklin, 
Vogel, and Australian Literature Association prizes, 
Helen Demidenko has announced plans for a new 
novel. 

“Both as an author and as the daughter of Pope 
John Paul II, I am deeply concerned with issues of 
human rights and justice. Based upon my family ex- 
periences in Rwanda and Chechnya, The Foot That 
Kicked The Severed Head corrects the historical errors 
which make us see the dead people as 'victims’ and 
their killers as ‘murderers’. Do I expect to win any more 
prizes? As my mother Dame Joan Sutherland used to 
sing, ‘I should be so lucky.’” 

. . Universally acclaimed as a load of ignorant bollocks, 
it will be published by Allen & Unwin in January. 
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activist agenda 





Recalcitrant clubs and 
reintegrative shaming 


SA Finances 

Haven’t done the August accounts 
yet, but things are pretty much on 
track. All loans must be repaid by the 
beginning of October _ if they're not 
we’ll want to know why. Financially, 
the SA is going into caretaker mode, 
which means that the expenditure is 
likely to be tightened up for the next 
month, and after the October elec- 
tions, some sort of financial program 
will be negotiated with the success- 
ful candidates who formally lake of- 
fice on the first of December. We 
would like the handover to be as 
smooth as possible. 

The C6tS committee is pretty dry 
at this stage, and unless certain clubs 
pay back outstanding loans (by the 
way, this is not a dig at the ANU Lib- 
eral club who have decided to be- 
come bona fide citizens of the student 
community by participating in the '2 
for 1 debt moratorium’ for clubs who, 
have loans outstanding from before 
1995- Their willingness to solve this 
outstanding problem sets a good ex- 
ample for all those other good-for- 
nothing animal food-trough wipers 
out there. Beware, the moratorium 
closes as soon as the C&S committee 
exhausts their budget) that's the end 
of the ball game. 

Certain members of the GSF com- 
mittee have insisted (and tit is is some- 
thing that I'm'not averse to) that the 
SA makes 'reintegrative shaming' part 
of its normal practice. Clubs with out- 
standing loans — your names will be 
in. bright lights in the next Woroni. 

BusH Week: a funding 
debacle? 

Moral of the story: don’t write 
cheques you can't cover. It seems as 


though a lot of people expected more 
than they got — there, seems to have 
been some genuine misunderstand- 
ings in relation to Bush Week money. 

However, the SA cannot cover 
you r club because you write cheques 
for more than you have in the bank 
on the strength of a verbal 
(mis?)understanding. 

Alcohol , . 

It seems as though some people have 
niis-interpreted the current SA’s policy 
on alcohol. We are not teetotallers. 
We do not expect people to run dry 
events. What we do expect is that you 
pay for your own piss. This means 
that if you ask for $500 from C&S to ‘ 
run an event, we will expect there to 
be at the very least $500 worth of ex- 
penses that do not relate to alcohol. 
We also expect that the alcohol be 
incidental to the event, not to lie the 
event itself, nor its primary focus. Pass 
the bottle. 

Now that I’m on the subject of 
C&S, there’s likely to be a little bleat- 
ing and baaing and mooing from the 
farmyard over a couple of cheques 
that the Treasurer, in his infinite wis- 
dom, has seen Fit to ask the commit- 
tee to reconsider because of various 
concerns over documentation, end- 
usage and the fact that C&S is well 
and truly at the end of its financial ; 
rope. The committee will have the Fi- 
nal word on this funding at its next 
meeting. 

NUS 

This column is not intended to advo- 
cate a particular vote, only that you 
vote. We have copies of the NUS con- 
stitution, budget, and audited finan- 
cial statements for students to look at. 


If you are in doubt over NUS, it may 
be the best way to make up your 
mind one way or the other. ; 

. Two relevant questions 1 to ask 
yourself when you vote: 

' i) Does NUS act in the way a rep- 
resentative body should? 

ii) If not, will we be able to change 
that fact by joining? 

There may be a host of other side- 
issues thrown up (including affiliation 
expenses), of which are some are 
likely to be attempts to draw attention 
away front the real issues. The prob- 
ability is ( and the exact figures have 
not yet been Finally confirmed ) that 
in the case that the referendum is suc- 
cessful, all undergraduate students 
will pay between S4-$5 more GSF 
next year. 

It is an inescapable fact that the 
government talks to NUS when it 
wants to be seen to be consulting stu- 
dents. On the other hand,. NUS is " 
obliged to represent our interests 
whether we join Or not. The difficulty 
lies in shifting the balance of power 
in NUS which favours the Labor Right. 
However, if it were to be shifted, per- 
haps the government would stop talk- 
ing to it anyway (ie. they’ll. only lis- 
ten as long as you tell them what they 
want to hear). But what if we get a 
Liberal government at the next Fed- 
eral election? Howard has. said that a 
federal Liberal government would 
abolish compulsory unionism 
(C.Times, 20/8/95, p.2), and my un- 
derstanding of this statement is that 
this would then include student un- 
ions. Perhaps if Howard wants. to go 
Unionbashing, we might need to do 
a little Howard-bashing of our own, 
and NUS may be a good body to do 
this through. 


Treasurer’s Special 

Read between the lines, this satirical 
gem is already contained in die abpve 
column. Who says you can’t mix busi- 
ness and pleasure? 

Ben Clanchy 
Treasurer 

Annual General 
Meeting 

Tuesday September 12 
12 noon 

Manning Clark Building 

(1) Motion on notice 

Proposed change to the Publication 
Regulations 

Modify s4 of the Publication Regula- 
tions to read: “There shall be at least 
ten issues of Woroni at fairly regular 
intervals, 5 in the first semester and 
5 in the second," 

Moved: Andrew Dempster; Seconded: 
Heidi Zwar 

(2) Motion on notice 

Proposed change to the Sexuality 
Department Regulations 
Modify s4a to read: “The Sexuality 
Department shall receive an annual 
budget of $2500 from the Association 
for the purpose of (1) funding cam- 
paigns and events; (2) maintaining 
subscriptions and building a reference 
library of relevant publications. 
Moved: Mandy Nuttall; Seconded: 
Seurnas Flyslop 

(3) Presentation of the 
audited books for 1 995 

(4) Report from the 
President 


Parking facilities for 
part-timers 

To whom it may concern, 

Since the parking reference commit- 
tee meeting in March it has come tp 
my attention that there exists a degree 
of dissatisfaction regarding the avail- 
ability of parking pennits for part-time 
students. As the part-time students 
representative I have come under 
some pressure to re-open this peren- 
nial can of worms. ■ 

Currently the non-availability of 
* parking permits for part-timers is due 
to an administrative decision taken in 
1991 to prevent workers in Civic en- 
rolling in courses for the benefit of ef- 
fectively reduced parking costs on the 
grounds of the ANU. I understand that 
as part of this decision an, increased 
number of “reduced cost” pay & dis- 
play options were increased.: 

I hereby, on behalf of part-time 
students at the, ANU, request that the 
decision to refuse access to-parking 
permits for part-time students be re- 
viewed. I do so because; 

1. 1 feel that part-time students, die 
majority, of whom are mature-aged, 
generally, have little time in getting 
from their place of employment to die 
campus for lectures. The fact they are 
only able to park at some distance 
from -their, lectures and tutorials is 
proving a problem. 

2. Generally part-time students are 
not occupying parking facilities for a 
protracted period.. 

3. The majority, of students are ef- 
fectively, part-time at some stage of 
their tertiary education: 

4. The increased student popula- 
tion has led to a decrease in availabil- 
ity of pay & display places. 

5. The whole notion of differing 
rights for.part-time and ft,* 1 1 - time stii - 
dents seems anomalous .to the inter- 
ests of equity. 

. I look forward to your reply,. 

Craig Cork 
Part-time Students Rep 


The Australian National University 
Students’ Association Elections 1 995 

Times And Places Of Voting 

Tuesday 10 October — Friday 13 October 

TUESDAY 10 OCTOBER 

10:45 am - 1:15 pm ITA Shop/Coffee Courtyard 
2.00 pm - 5:00 pm Union Court* 


WEDNESDAY 1 1 OCTOBER 

4:30 pm - 7:30 pm Chifley Library Entrance 

: . * . * • * ' ’ "•% . -a . . >f \ 

THURSDAY 12 OCTOBER 

12:30 pm - 3.30 pm Union Court* • . • 


ASS»5t.*>s. 

• 'r. 


FRIDAY 13 OCTOBER 

10:30 - 1.30 pm Union Court* 


' \ 5 . -J. t 


*If weather is poor, voting will be held inside the ground floor en- 
trance of the Union Building. 

: •; .. <•* U.Tp.v ■■ • / 

Counting of votes will commence at 9:30 am, oh Monday 16 October 
1995 in Melville Hall. 

- . . ■ •• 

, , i -if; RH Arthur 

,, , . Registrar and Returning Officer 

The Australian National University 
15 August 1995 


" - ; T-- 5 ■ . . . ’ • 

* In the event that the NUS referendum is sucessful, elections for NUS delegates 
will be held concurrently with the SA elections. All members of the Students’ 
Association will be eligible to , vote, Nominations, would be called after the con- 
clusion of the referendum. Watch noticeboards for details. 
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Australian National University Students’ Association Elections 1 995 

Call For Nominations 

Nominations are hereby called for election to the following offices and 
positions within the Australian National University Students’ Association: 

• President of the Association 

• Treasurer of the Association 

• General Secretary of the Association 

• Ten (10) General Representatives to the SRC Three (3) Arts 
Representatives to the SRC Two (2) Science Representatives to the SRC 

• Two (2) Economics/Commerce Representatives to the SRC 

• One (1) Law Representative to the SRC 

• One (1) Asian Studies Representative to the SRC 

One (1) Engineering/Information Technology Representative to the SRC 
One (1) Part-time Students’ Representative to the SRC 
• Editor (or Editorial team) of Woroni 


The successful candidates will serve 
for one year from 1 December 1995. 

All ordinary members of the Asso- 
ciation are eligible to nominate, sec- 
ond or be nominated for the positions 
of President, Treasurer, General Sec- 
retary, Editor(s) of Woroni, and Gen-: 
eral Representative to the SRC. An. 
ordinary member enrolled in a faculty 
is eligible to nominate, second or be 
nominateid for a (or the) position of 
representative of members in any fac- 
ulty in which they are enrolled! All 
ordinary member part-time students 
t are eligible to nominate, second or be 
nominated for the position of part- 
time representative to the SRC. 


The period for lodgement of nomi- 
nations will commence at 9:30 am on 
Friday 1 September 1995 and cease at 
3:30 pm on Thursday 7 September 
1995. ' : 

All nominations must be placed in 
the locked ballot box provided in the 
offices of the Association, between 
9:30 am and 3:30 pm on arty Week 
day during the period in which nomi- 
nations are open. • . 

All nomination forms must include 
the signature of the nominator, a sec- 
onder, and the nominee. Nomination 
forms are available from the Associa- 
tion’s Office. „ 

,-.j ■ . t 


Candidates in the.election may in- 
dicate to the Returning Officer the 
group or team with which they are 
running, or that they are running as 
an independent, which will then ap- 
pear on the voting paper beside their 
’ names, Polling will be conducted be- 
tween Tuesday 10 October 1995 and 
Friday 13 October 1995, at times and 
places to be published in Woroni on 
31 August 1995, and on student 
noticeboards. 

RH Arthur 

Registrar and Returning Officer 
Australian National University 
15 August 1995 


National Library of Australia 
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shrinking space 


Why Helen 
was wrong 


Rupe scoops, snoops poop 


T here is a spectre haunting Eu 
rope. Just as long as it doesn't 
start haunting us. I am, of 
course, referring to the redoubtable 
Rupert Sheldrake, scientist, author 
and part-time looney . Sheldrake first 
came to the attention of the wider- 
world with'the publication of his 
work A New Science of Life: The Hy- 
pothesis of Formative Causation. The 
work caused a minor storm in scien- 
tific circles. And with good reason. 
Sheldrake posits the existence of 
‘morphogenetic fields’ in response to 
the perceived failure of reductionist 
and mechanistic worldviews to ex- 
plain certain phenomena. 

What would some of these phe- 
nomena be? Sheldrake lists events 
such as the more inexplicable par- 
anormal phenomena and the prob- 
lems of biological development and 
epigenesis where new structures ap- 
pear which cannot be explained in 
terms of the unfolding or growth of 
structures which are already present 
in the egg at the beginning of devel- 
opment. 

Sheldrake goes into detait discuss- 
ing an experiment earlier this century 
where the ubiquitous lab rats were 
trained to escape from a specially 
constructed water tank run die usual 
maze by one W. McDougall at 
Harvard in 1920. McDougall was test- 
ing the Lamarckian theory which pos- 
its that learnt behaviour can be trans- 
mitted through the fruit of sexual 
congress i.e. genetically. 

OK, so here we have McDougall 
training rats to swim a maze then 
breeding them. In accordance with 
Lamarckian theory, there was a 


marked tendency for rats in succes- 
sive generations to learn to swim the 
maze more quickly. Absurd? Appar- 
ently, yes. However the experiments 
were done carefully and critics were 
silenced. There were some develop- 
ments, probably the most significant 
of which was the reproduction of the 
experiment by a team in Melbourne 
led by W. E. Agar. 

Over 20 years they measured the 
rates of learning of trained and un- 
trained rats for fifty successive genera- 
tions. In agreement with McDougall 
they found that there was a marked 
tendency for rats of the trained stock 
to learn more quickly in subsequent 
generations. But exacdy the same ten- 
dency was also observed in the un- 
trained stock. McDougall had ob- 
served the same tendencies but 
dismissed this as fortuitous. The pub- 
lication of Agar’s report put an end to 
the dispute over McDougaH’s 
Lamarckian Experiment. His conclu- 
sion was refuted but his results were 
confirmed. 


where invents the bicycle, then the 
bicycle becomes easier to invent in 
other parts of the world. Sounds 
laughable enough and when A New 
Science of Life hit the shelves there 
were laughs all round. 

However, Sheldrake is always in- 
sists on rigorous science and so 
wanted his hypothesis tested. New 
Scientist organised a competition and 
an organisation based in New York 
put up $10,000 for the first person to 
prove or disprove Sheldrake’s hypoth- 
esis. The hypothesis was confirmed 
and the money claimed in pretty 
quick time, 

As mentioned earlier Sheldrake’s 
hypothesis extends into the world of 
inorganic matter. The phenomenon of 
crystal formation is cited as proof, 
where the crystal is initially formed 
with great difficulty but then once it 
is formed it becomes easier to create, 
even in laboratories in other coun- 
tries. 

Sheldrake's most recent work in- 
volves homing pigeon experiments 
and the apparently paranormal phe- 
nomenon whereby people become 
aware of the presence of other peo- 
ple behind them without any appar- 
ent means of communication. 

Sheldrake has a great reverence 
for the amateur scientist and encour- 
ages die scientist in all of us. 1 rec- 
ommend a perusal of his works. He 
is cited in the most unlikely places. 
There is an essay by Terry Eagleton 
on Formative Causality and the impli- 
cations for literary dieory which 1 
never finished reading but recom- 
mend nonetheless. 

Percy Sludge 


I n a ferocious attack on the move- 
ment against sexism and sexual 
harassment, Helen Garner’s re- 
cently published book, The First Stone 
publicly criticises the fact that two 
young women students at Ormond 
College, part of Melbourne University, 
had the guts to stand up for their 
rights and take the college master to 
court for harassment. 

The book, given acres of mileage 
by right-wing newspaper editors, has 
become a weapon for the establish- 
ment against everyone who wants to 
fight women’s oppression. In Rupert 
Murdoch’s The Australian last week, 
Garner went further, arguing that 
women who wear “a low-necked 
dress in a bar at 2 am, or a pair of 
shorts that your bum's hanging out of 
on a public beach’’ can’t claim the 
right to dress as diey want. Chalk one 
up for the right-wing myth that 
women “ask for it’’. 

To add fuel to the fire. Garner’s 
most common response to anyone 
who tries to argue with her is “Like all 
belief systems and religions and art 
forms... feminism has a tendency to 
calcify, to narrow and harden into 
fundamentalism”. 

In the circles in which Garner 
moves, ie as a former “radical" who 
now forms part of die establishment,' 
the demand for equality for women 
means the demand to be equally well- 
off and famous. 

However for the vast majority of 
women — the women of the work- 
ing class — there are countless bat- 
tles which need to be fought and 
won. Everyday, at work, campus or 
school, women face institutionalised 
sexism and sexual harassment — 
from their bosses, lecturers and fellow 
workers or students. According to the 
Australian Services Union, one in five 
secretaries has been harassed at.work 
— and many women are threatened 
with the sack, further harassment, vio- 
lence and rape for complaining. 


Low pay is still institutionalised. 
The August 1992 figures show wom- 
en's earnings running at just 66.5% of 
that of men, thanks to the fact that 
many women are in part-time, basic 
award payment work, trading off their 
conditions with the spread of enter- 
prise bargaining. Finding good, af- 
fordable childcare can be a night- 
mare, with state government cuts 
making things worse. School closures 
mean many women spend hours 
walking or driving kids to and from 
classes. 

But Helen Gamer is unwilling and 
unable to offer any practical solutions 
to the sexism faced by most women 
everyday. This is because she has no 
interest in fighting the sexism of those 
in power, the employers, the college 
masters, the judges, church and me- 
dia.' On the contrary, her book opens 
with a letter to the college master, 
expressing her sympathy with him in 
the face of impending court action. 

Garner has “made it”; she argues 
against so-called feminist fundamen- 
talism because she’s part of the estab- 
lishment and she wants to slam down 
the gates to make sure no one threat- 
ens the cosy security of her class — 
that of the bosses and die rich. She 
has a vested interest in the system diat 
creates this institutionalised sexism, 
which divides men and women, 
benefuiing no-one. 

Garner and her establishment 
mates are effectively arguing against 
revolt, rebellion and radical politics, 
demonising women with the confi- 
dence to fight back as “stalinoid 
wimminists". That makes her argu- 
ments dangerous for everyone — 
male or female — who wants to fight 
sexism and the rotten system that cre- 
ates it. 

The Socialist Worker Student Club 
will be holding a meeting on Helen 
Gamer and sexual harassment during 
Bluestocking Week. 

Amrita Mahli 


A nodier scientist, F.A.E. Crew of 
Edinburgh, repeated McDougall’s 
experiment but found, as had Agar, 
that the beginning learning rate for 
the rats was significandy higher dian 
McDougall’s. 

Sheldrake believes that there is a 
force at work here and he dubs it 
Formative Causality or Morphic Reso- 
nance. This force tends to organise 
both organic and inorganic matter and 
it has memory. It is a litde difficult to 
explain. Sheldrake devotes a number 
of fairly thicklsh books to the task. 
Look at it this way, if someone some- 
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presents 
Patricia Easteal 

'Yes means Yes: dale' 
rape and the 
criminal justice 
system'; and 

Margot Stubbs J 

Thursday September 71|tf| 
at 6 pm, Street Theatre if 
Cate. A mere $4 for heaps 
of scarfy nibblies. lovely. 
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• Buffet Dinner 
with Korean food 

• 6pm Thursday 

31st August 

• The Canberra 

Labor Club 

$28 each 

$14 (a child) ( 

Dress Formal 


What a difference a day makes 

What a difference your gift of a day will make, 

U lit* when join thousands of volunteers through- I jPJfl||9,V| 

{ j r oul Australia, in opening doors (or this year's WMImSIUI 


Put a smile on the 
dial of our Treasurer 

To advertise, call the Office Goth on 
2487 1 27 between the hours of 3am and 
8am. Otherwise leave a message. 

Market research shows 8 out of 1 0 Woroni 
readers have too much time on their hands. 


Appeal. If you'd like to give a little of your time 
and want to know how, phone (06) 2S7 U72 or 


write to CPO Box 9920 in your capital city. 

\ Doorknock Appeal Days 

* SEPTEMBER 16-24 
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North Canberra Bowling Club 

McCaughey Street, Tiwner ^ 

Women only '! 

Maximum team size of 8 

Waifs and strays welcome >1 

Admission 
$10 workers 

$5 2XX subscribers and concessions 


For table bookings ring 2XX on 249 4512 


You are what you shave off 
or are you? 


WHAT? 


Sexually Transmitted Diseases. 


Any disease that can be transmitted sexually, such as chlamydia, 
gonorrhoea, genital watts, genital herpes, syphillis, non-specific 
urethritis, pubic lice (crabs), scabies, thrush, trichomoniasis. 


T his year’s Bluestocking Week 
theme is “Women and Body 
Image”. As a dyke, and there- 
fore a member of a minority group, I 
realise all too well the power associ- 
ated with body image. During my 
three "out" years I have learnt that this 
power can be exerted not just by so- 
ciety, but that I too have the power, 
through my own body image, to im- 
pact upon society. 

Just before 1 began to feel sure let 
alone admit to my attraction for other 
women, I was a naive first year arts 
student, with long blonde hair, shaved 
armpits and legs, and quite a small 
build. All of my friends were straight 
(or so 1 thought!). We all pretty much 
grew up together, had the same po- 
litical views, wore the same sort of 
clothes, went to the Private Bin to- 
gether. Despite looking "good” by my 
friends' standards, and die somewhat 
deranged standards of leering yobbos 
at the Bin, 1 constantly felt unsure 
about my image. I felt sexy in a dress, 
but couldn't wait to rip it off and swap 
it for jeans, I loved the attention that 
my long blonde hair created, but 
wished that somehow it was more 
"slick”, and manageable. I used to 
love wearing heels because they 
made me look taller and possibly 
thinner, but 1 hated trying to run 
around or dance in them. My image, 
at this point, was definitely subservi- 
ent to the expectation, implicit in 
Cleo, Cosmo and society at large, that 
i be a feminine, likeable, desirable 
object. My instinct, however, yearned 
to be comfortable, to run around, to 
laugh out loud, and to be taken seri- 
ously. 


, When the penny started to drop, 
and I began to realise that I’d never 
really been comfortable, or particu- 
larly attracted to any of the guys that 
I’d been with, yet I’d had several 
crushes on women, I gradually 
stopped dressing to please other peo- 
ple. When I began to share with my 
friends my realisation of wanting to be 
with women, as opposed to men, I 
recall one friend saying something 
along the lines of “You’re joking?. . . oh 
well, I guess most people are sort of 
bisexual anyway... you’d better not 
cut your lovely hair though, because 
then I’ll get worried.” And to think, I 
had been enduring terrible visions of 
her fainting, throwing up, running 
away, and worse still smiling and 
nodding politely. 

Along with my newfound identity, 
came a new fluidity of image, coupled 
with a reversal in the power that 
straight society had previously ex- 
erted on me. Before this idealistic 
transformation occurred, however, . 
my internalised homophobia pre- 
sented me with an image-based di- 
lemma: I steadfasdy refused to “look 
like a lesbian”, whatever 1 thought 
that was, (arguing that if more lesbi- 
ans looked less like lesbians, then 
maybe “normal" people wouldn't hate 
us so much... ha) whilst simultane- 
ously yearning to be recognised by 
other queers who had experienced 
the same feelings of difference, isola- 
tion and confusion that I had. Little 
did I know that Queer is an attitude, 
as opposed to a mere short haircut, 
or limp wrist. I now realise that Other 
queers can, and had probably always 
been able to spot me as “one of us”, 


regardless of my image. 

Over the years, in accordance with 
my growing confidence in my Queer 
identity, my image has systematically 
varied, occasionally looking like the 
“girl" that I had previously never felt 
totally comfortable being, and occa- 
sionally looking like the “lesbian’’ that 
1 was initially so repelled by. This flu- 
idity, like anyone’s image, has de- 
pended on my financial circum- 
stances, mood, and girlfriend's 
wardrobe(!), but to a larger extent on 
my courage to express myself, by ap- 
pearing die way that allows me to feel 
most comfortable within myself. 


HTV, Donovanosis and hepatitis 


SYMPTOMS 


Some STDs don't have symptoms (asymptomatic). 

If you have aodced any changes or have any of the following symptoms, use 
one of the resources listed below: 

• Unusual discharge from the vagina or penis; 

• Burning pain, stinging or irritation when passing urine; 

• A sore blister(s), ulccr(s), warts or break(s) in the skin, or rash 
in the genital area; 

• A low abdominal pain or pain during intercourse; 


PROTECTION 


If you have, or suspect you have, an STD seek assistance and 
abstain from sexual activities. 

Always use condoms and dams for safe sex; or 
Agree to be monogamous with your partner and have a full STD 
and HTV check up before practising unprotected sex; or 
Don’t have sexual relationships. 


I have also learnt that my own body 
image can be used in a very pow- 
erful way. Over the holidays I decided 
that instead of saying to myself: “one 
day I'd like to maybe shave my head, 
just to see what it looks like”that I’d 
do it. Several friends, giggles and 
hours later, Catherine emerged from 
a hair-covered kitchen with about 1/ 
4 the amount of hair that she used to 
have. Hmmm. After getting it profes- 
sionally fixed, Iloved it. I was also 
stunned that by altering my image, on 
a whim, I was able to elicit quite 
suprising reactions from people 
around me. I was shocked by the 
hostile frowns of friends and passers 
by, not to mention comments like 
“your hair was so pretty”, “you look 
like a lesbian", “She’ll never get a man 
looking like that”. This blatant change 
in my image has helped me to real- 
ise that I have a lot of power when it 
comes to influencing how people 
perceive me, and more importantly 
that I have the confidence to accept 
or reject people's opinion, radier than 
giving those opinions and attitudes 
the power to affect how I think about 
myself: If people choose not to see 
ME, or can’t see beyond my image, or 
anyone else’s, I try to just grin and 
politely suggest that they “get over it, 
sweetie!”. 

Note: The terms “Dyke” and 
“Queer" are often used by gays/les- 
bians/bisexuals/transsexuals, along 
with “Poof, “Queen” etc. in order to 
reclaim what were once words used 
to hurt us. By claiming these words 
as our own they don’t sting as much 
when someone uses them against us 
as an expression of their hatred. 

Catherine Meilors 
Sexuality Officer 

(Mandy, Seumas and I can now be 
contacted in the Students’ Association, 
every Thursday, from 2pm... so come 
in for information, referral, or just a 
chat!) 

P.S. Jellybabies, The ANU’s social 
club for non-homophobes and queer- 
identifying students, now has an in- 
formal e-mailing list. If you would like 
to be included as a recipient on this 
list, and receive up-to-date Queer re- 
lated info., then please e-mail one of 
the following addresses: 

C.Mellors@student.anu.edu.au 
A.Nuttall@sriident.anu.edu.au 
S.Hyslop@student.anu.edu.au 
PPS: Grab your free “Sexuality 
Goodies Bag”; from the Sexuality 
Department’s market day stall, on 
Thursday of Bluestocking week. 
Don’t miss out! 


Sexually Transmitted Diseases and their prevention 
NSW Department of Health, 1991 
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Coming out? 

Take the 


First Step is for guys aged 26 and under, a chance to talk to 
other guys who are attracted to men. It’s free, fun, and confi- 
dential and starts on August 31 . To find out more call Steve on 
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thanks for the mammaries 


beneath the fringe 


The grand couple 
conspiracy 


Women and children first 


I nnana is a Canberra refuge for 
women and children in crisis. 
Women go there who have no- 
where else to go, often survivors of 
sexual abuse and incest, often ad- 
dicted, often psychiatrically disturbed, 
often with children in tow. Women go 
there in desperation, but often, in fact 
usually, they are turned away. And 
the situation’s just got worse. One of 
the first things the Carnell Liberal 
Government did in the ACT is review 
health spending. And who got the 
chop? The women and the kiddies. 

Innana’s budget was slashed by 
$33000, which translates to die loss of 
one full time employee, two beds out 
of six for women needing health care, 
and two beds out of 16 for women 
and children. This is a savage blow to 
an already overloaded facility. Innana 
can’t cope with the number of women 
who are in desperate need of its serv- 
ices. In the last 3 months they have 
accommodated 25 women with 33 
children, but have had to say no to 87. 
What happens to those turned away? 
No one knows. Inanna is the only cri- 
sis centre of its kind in the ACT 
But that’s not all the Carnell Gov- 
ernment has been up to. The other 
major victim of the cuts is the Abor- 
tion Counselling Service. For over 
twenty years they have been provid- 
ing care, counselling and advice for 
women needing abortions in the ACT. 
Recent cuts mean they are now only 
able to provide 10 hours of counsel- 
ling each week, and recent Liberal 
strategy means that may be set to 
dwindle to zero. They are the only 
“woman-centred" abortion counsel- 
ling service available in the ACT, 
which means they offer advice on 
abortions with the woman’s best in- 
terest in mind, rather than imposing 


on her a medical model of when 
abortions are advisable. Even since 
the Family Planning organisation 
opened a facility offering abortion last 
year, they have referring many 
women a week to Sydney abortion 
clinics, for the kind of .woman-friendly 
reception they gain there. But now 
they face the axe. 

If you think Kate & Co are getting 
a tad carried away in the service- 
chopping game, and are sacrificing 
vital services for a purely ideological 
commitment to economic rationalism. 
Kate Carnell is appearing at the 
Woden Public Library on Tuesday 
August 29 at 1.45 to discuss these is- 
sues with the public. Women and chil- 
dren are always easy targets — make 
it clear they won’t be quiet ones. 

Rosie Cooney 


Ouch! A harsh call from a fellow femi- 
nist who no doubt would also advo- 
cate choice, and the dismantling of 
constraints that-cast the very concept 
of ‘Woman’ in thick concrete, perma- 
nent, essential and defined. 

As a feminist I am quite accus- 
tomed to having to defend my ideas, 
my existence, in the face of rigid in- 
stitutions, mind sets and men that 
deflect the infiltration of other voices. 
But having to justify and explain to 
‘one of my own’ seems absurd, super- 
fluous. Feminism is not something to 
adhere to, a set of rules which have 
to be followed in order to become a 
‘member’. Its progression. is fluid and 
what defines feminism /sits individual 
members. 

Verlander, along with Germaine 
Greer and others, abhore those of us 
who-^do not consider men the en- 
emy", who believe that “being a table- 
top dancer is not incompatible with 
feminism” or feel that they should be 
able to wear what they want (includ- 
ing lipstick), when they want without 
being harassed by men, or by 
women. While of course it should lie 
recognised that women are too often 
relegated to purely corporeal and 
sexual realms, and subsequently de- 
nied the prestige of intellectual appre- 
ciation, there is no point in cutting off 
options. To cut off your libido to spite 
your feminist inclinations is a very 
compromising option. Young women 
are denied too much already without 
the likes of Verlander et. al. providing 
yet another obstacle to free choice, 
agency and political action. 

Sarah Wilson 


T oo many people I know are coupling. It’s not that 1 have 

anything against couples, but I’m begining to feel like the last 
of the bad-boy singles. It seems whenever I start to whine to 
someone about the tortures of my barren single existence, my coupled 
friend is staring off dreamily, then apologising with “Oh sorry I was 
thinking how blue Janey’s eyes are. Don’t you think they are quite the 
bluest eyes you’ve ever seen in any human head?” This naturally 
suggests the question “How blue do you think they’d be staring up 
from a breakfast plate with a side order of eggs?”. 

It was probably a strange phonecall I had that led me to be 
suspicious of couples. I rang a friend and had the vague sensation that 
I had interrupted him. In the background I heard a voice saying “Oh! A 
penis! I wonder what we can do with this.” I was unfazed and began 
to tel! a long involved narrative about' my day, Breanna die girl who 
had served me in the supermarket, how long it had taken for the bus 
to come and what a nice day it had been that day. By the time I drew 
breath there were grunts and groans coming from die other end of the 
phone that 1 assumed were Chewbacca impersonations. I let the 
phonecall go when it became obvious that I was becoming a victim of 
couple culture. 

Couple culture is based entirely around the unit of two. You can 
see examples of it in almost every aspect of society. Supermarkets 
deliberately make vegetables; available in quantities that can only be 
consumed by two or carry products like Dinner for Two, which are 
designed to taunt the single person. TV programs like Mad About You 
enforce the couple culture by giving you a view of how kooky and 
zany it is to be in a couple. In the real world the couple in Mad About 
You probably would have knifed each other in their competion to be 
more cutesy than the odier. The whole basis for, their relationship is 
knitted vests and dog dramas. I usually try to relate to their family dog, 
who is the free-living hipster character. 


Does too much lipstick rot 
the brain? 

I wear lipstick. “Rampant Ruby”, “Re- 
bellious Rasberry” and “Tantalising 
Tangerine". Applying it is a soothing 
process and I revel in the decadence, 
the gloss and die voluptuous brush 
strokes. I wear it to concentrate, I 
wear it alone, I wear it in crowds. 1 
wear it for men, for women and for 
myself. I am also a feminist, because, 
and I can not diink of any better ba- 
sis, I consider myself to be one. These 
assertions would probably, and 
crudely, classify me as a ‘lipstick femi- 
nist’. 

I should probably be offended 
dien to hear drat the very woman who 
professes to have coined such a term, 
Helen Verlander, has since argued that 
“Lipstick feminists are to feminism like 
the Ku Klux Klun is to Christianity — 
a poisonous contradiction in terms”. 


T here are ways to revolt against the all pervasive couple culture. 

You can start by sawing those Dinner for Two meals in half and 
refusing to pay for die other half. When going into restaurants, where 
they don’t have setdngs for one, try throwing the second setting to the 
ground and screaming “No. I’ll just be needing the setting for one, 
because I’m a deadbeat loser who eats alone!” Couples themselves will 
try to tell you how great it is to be “involved” widi someone or about 
having someone who is “there for you.” After a while the whole 
conversation sounds like a badly written Cleo article and I’d rather read 
the lewdly illustrated version. 

The only problem is that single people seem to be victims of this 
same couple culture. It seems that whenever I go out boozing with the 
dwindling number of single friends I have, things always turn to 
writing pining love poetry. Halfway through a pint someone will say 
“What rhymes with refectory” and that will be it. Everyone will start 
reciting bad verse, which only gets worse with more booze. Stuff like: 

“I saw my love in a psychology lecture and my heart was flooded 
with honey / In five years time she'll be a merchant banker making 
lots of money” 

“My love for you is like bolognaise/ Oh how you do am-aze” 
Hearing poetry of this quality makes me realise why these people 
are single and that listening to two people shag on the odier end of 
the phone hurts less. 

- ‘ The Fringe 

The only thing, that makes the Fringe glad that be is alive is watching 
traffic jams on Norihbourne Ave at the end of the working day, be- 


cause he sees it as a metaphor for his life. 


campus chat 


“Would you ever 
change your name 
for financial 
advantage?” 


You wouldn’t believe who we found 
on campus this week. 


"No.” Helen Garner. 
Women’s Studies 1. 


“No." Jose Carreras, 
Music 4. 


“No." Margaret 
Ponieranz, Ails 3 


"No.” Janies Strong, 
MBA 2. 
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rc available fromitbc Law Scbool Front t Office’? 


.'-. The ANU Debating Society presents 

£ \ • 

i Moore ..Osborne 

y . ,--i 

♦ in a public debate on the topic 

That voluntary euthanasia 
should be legalised 

12.30 p.m. 

Wednesday 6th September 
ACT Legislative Assembly reception room. 


IB*S*r5®S9 


Michael Moore 


Paul Osborne 


Prof. Tom Campbell Father John Wood 


Dean. ANU Law School 


Benjamin O’Donnell Damien O’Donovan 


ANU Debating Society 


ANU Debating Society 


Refreshments provided. Questions from the floor. 

A bus will depart from Union Court at 12.15 p.m. and return at 2.05 p.m. 




women:creating our own. 

bluestocking week ninety five 

September mon .04 

body image forum at the 'slreet theatre' cafe, speakers 
Tina Van Raay [active local politician] 
and Helen Keanes [post-grad.]. 
Jpm. fREE afternoon tea. 

tucs .05 

fREErelaxation/yoga workshop. 
10:30am ANU Councelling Centre. 

CASA[council against sexual assualt] forum. 

manning dark 5 12pm. 

• eating disorders workshop, an informal dis- 
. _ ■ cuss ion /workshop with a bunch of women 

i-opm , andspecialists who have 'been there' 

* ANU Councelling Centre. 

.. V-J -TJflOifJ 

musical curves, a night at the bar. fREE pool. 
fREE entry, boogey to the tunes of 'bedhead' and 
'b[if]tek. Spill a social occasion. 


market day. bands: 'bedhead' and 'brava divas' and a mid- 
dle eastern dance performance, stalls and art displays. 

[lunchtime] 

women on campus picnic. Copland courtyard. 

fREE film night, three films with an introduction 

E ^^b^ose Capp, Film Studies Program. 

Manning Clark 3. 


thurs .07 

women's human rights film presented by amnesty 
. 12pm. 

Ipm. 'Beauty myth' forum presented by Resistance. 

ferns Rea presents patricia eastel and margot 

stubbs at the union. 


Consumer watch 


Shag on front seat comes 
out on top 




M iiny issues were raised by 
the infamous goings on in 
the front seat of Hugh 
Grant's BMW. One such issue is that 
of protection. Protection not for 
Hugh or Divine but for the seat itself. 
What seat cover does the discerning 
shopper buy to protect their most 
valuable asset? 

Five basic varieties of seatcoyer 
are currently available on the Austral- 
ian market, the classic polyester-cot- 
ton blend, the wool shag, the beads, 
fake fur and of course the ever-allur- 
ing vinyl. In evaluating the best pro-- 
tection for you several factors are im- 
portant. These factors include image, 
comfort, resilience and of course 
price. 

Image 

For many people image is all impor- 
tant. The classic polyestyer-cotton 
blend is perhaps the most image 
neutral of the five choices; it says lit- 
tle more than “I like this colour". 
Fake fur on the other hand says “I 
would love to kill a tiger but unfor- 
tunately cannot afford the Zoo en- 
trance fee”, just the thing to jazz up 
that dilapidated Rolls Royce. 

For many people beads give con- 
flicting messages. While on one hand 
they say alternative lifestyle with a 


capital A, there is always the subtle 
undertones of the massage fetishist 
getting a good rub on the way to 
work. 

Vinyl on the other hand is un- 
equivocal, as is wool shag: both say 
“I like weird feelings on my back”. 

Comfort 

The level of comfort required of your 
seat cover will depend to a large ex- 
tent on the seat it is supposed to 
cover. However after extensive road 
testing by Consumer Watch it vvas 
agreed by a significant majority that 
wool shag offers the most luxurious 
comfort followed by the beaded sort. 
All the guinea pigs we interviewed 
qualified their response to the com- 
fort of beads by says that size really 
is very important. Other seat covers 
made little difference with respect to 
comfort. 

Resilience 

Resilience refers to things like water 
resistence, heat absorbtion and other 
assorted qualities that endear us to 
our favourite seat cover. 

The water resistence of the cover 
is a vital consideration to those of you 
who own convertibles, for obvious 
reasons. Vinyl and beads really stand 
out in this area because they don't 


absorb water. 

Heat absorbtion is critical for the 
summer sitter as nothing is quite the 
same as barbequing your butt as you 
drive through the city. Wool shag is 
fantastic at repelling heat, while vinyl 
is guaranteed to leave scorch marks 
where it hurts. 

Smell is sometimes a factor. While 
some people maintain that a good 
seat cover will absorb body addu'r, 
others say that nothing revamps an 
old car like'the smell of Armorall on 

a vinyl seat cover.’ 

S . . . • ' 

Price 

For most people this is the big 
kahuna. Spot surveys by consumer 
watch found that prices range from 
$15 for a second hand polyester/cot- 
ton blend cover to around the $200 
mark for a pair of brand spanking 
new deep wool shag covers. Essen- 
tially price is determined by what you 
are prepared to pay rather than by 
any pre-determined monopolistic 
pricing scheme. • . ' 

Seat covers can be purchased at all 
reputable hardware stores and auto 
accessory specialists. K-rhart iS also a • 
superb budget alternative. Happy 
hunting, shoppers! 

Igor Best 


0b 

~ • • 1^. I • m I m 

nvia fNioht 


. Tuesday 5 September at 7 p.m., ANU Union SI 


John Curtin .School of Medical Itcscnrch 

Directors Lecture Series 

Thursday September 7th 
4 p.m. Florey l.ectn re Theatre 

Norman Swann 

Science, the Media and the 
Challenge of Communicating 
Risk 


John XXIII College Presents 

stoops to Conquer ' 


Thursday August 31st 
Friday September 1st 
Saturday Sept 2nd 


Adult S 6 
Concession $4 


Advance Bookings: 
279-4723 
279-4S36 
279-4632 
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e only human 


The deadly legacy 
of land mines 


Come out and pray 


"There had been some bombing and 
I tvent with my sister to bring the goats 
out of the field. We were calling to the 
animals arid we were singing a song 
— I did not know the song but I was 
laughing because it was funny. Then 
there was a loud hang and light and 
something knocked me down, I was 
frightened and getting wet from the 
thing that had hit me. Then I saw my 
sister's shoe beside me and it was at- 
tached to something but my sister was 
lying very still by the animals, she was 
far away. It was very frightening and 
I cried for my father " — an 11 year 
old Afghan boy. The hoy's sister died 
after stepping on the mine and he sus- 
tained minor injuries. 


have ended. Often when mines are 
located in agricultural areas local peo- 
ple are forced to stop planting a full 
crop, with severe economic ramifica- 
tions for the families involved. Added 
to this are the economic burdens 
placed on families and on the certain 
regional areas by the those injured by 
mines. To these costs must be added 
the profound psychological scars that 
victims and their families suffer as a 
result of the handicap and death 
caused by mines, coming often after 
many years of trauma caused by mili- 
tary conflict. 

Even military authorities admit that 
land mines are an outdated weapon. 
The Pentagon recently acknowledged 
that mines are no longer appropriate 
in the modem context, and are just as 
likely to kill friendly soldiers as de- 
fend them. However the Australian 
Defence Forces have yet to recognise 
this, and still believe that mines are a 
legitimate weapon. 

It is with this in mind that various 
organisations such as Community Aid 
Abroad, Austcare, AusAid and World 
Vision amongst others, are holding a 
National Day of Action to Ban 
Landmines on the August 28 1995. 
They are calling on the Australian 
Government to support a total ban on 
the production, stockpiling, trade and 
use of anti-personnel mines. At 
present the Australian Government is 
not fully supportive of this, and un- 
willing to join countries like Sweden, 
Ireland and Italy who support a total 
ban on land mines. To give your sup- 
port to this ban, come and visit the 
stalls against land mines, sign the pe- 
tition, or just get more information on 
this issue. 

Kirsty Ruddock 
ANU Community Aid Abroad 

The National Day of Action having 
just passed, Woroni apologises for the 
lateness of this article. It was our 
mistake. 


I n the mid 1980s, two parishes of 
the Victorian Synod of the Unit- 
ing Church of Australia proposed 
openly homosexual members of their 
parishes as candidates for the or- 
dained ministry. Since then, although 
a number of ministers within the UCA 
have “come out”, neither it nor any 
other mainstream church has, to the 
best of my knowledge, ordained any 
open homosexuals. The official UCA 
position as, stated by its national 
body, the Assembly, is that decisions 
on ordination are made by regional 
presbyteries. It goes on to say that 
sexuality itself should not be a bar but 
does refer to “the church's expecta- 
tion that its ministers will adhere to 
standars of celibacy while single and 
fidelity in marriage". This position is 
generally interpreted to mean that 
people with homosexual tendencies 
can become ministers so long as they 
promise not to practise. The assem- 
bly has, however, twice declined to 
vote on motions to make this expec- 
tation a matter of policy, it is, there- 
fore, merely something that 
“Presbetries may choose to take., into 
account" 

This year, Canberra City parish of 
the UCA proposed Warren Talbot, a 
gay man, for training for ministry. 
Warren clearly has strong support 
from his parish; a motion to support 
him was carried — at a general meet- 
ing last year — without any opposing 
votes, but the regional presbytery is 
strongly divided on the matter. “Some 
rural parishes were shocked we were 


for the day (by pure coincidence) re- 
ferred to Sodom and Gomorrah. War- 
ren took this up pointing out that 
while it is generally assumed that the 
sins of these cities was homosexual- 
ity, the bible gives no mention of this. 
In fact, the book of Ezekiel made no 
mention of sex at all when mention- 
ing the sins of Sodom but did refer to 
the mistreatment of the poor. Warren 
pointed out what a different world it 
might be if all the “anti-sodomy laws" 
of history had banned this. 

Another noticeable feature of City 
Uniting is the multi-cultural nature of 
its congregation. Dr. Wood told me 
that the church deliberately encour- 
ages indusivity, with regards to both 
different ethnic groups and to gays 
and lesbians. He sees the two as be- 
ing related, “I believe that God created 
humanity and intended there to be 
diversity amongst them." He also told 
me that while the church had long 
made indusivity one of its central 
aims it was only in the last eighteen 
months that this had specifically in- 
cluded gays. 

I asked Warren if he thought that 
the move to ordain gays would cre- 
ate disunity in the church. He replied 
that while it could bring existing di- 
visions to the fore it would not actu- 
ally create them. He argued, however, 
that bringing division to the fore 
would not necessarily be a bad thing. 
“True unity can never be created on 
the basis of injustice," he told me. 

Jason Cebalo 


even considering the matter," Warren 
told me. Canberra City minister Rev. 
Dr. D'Arcy Wood commented on the 
diversity of views that exists within 
the church and said that it was impos- 
sible to tell what the final presbytery 
decision was likely to be. "There is a 
move to a more tolerant position go- 
ing on, though,” he told me. Dr. Wood 
also said that he felt opposition was 
coming both from those with genu- 
ine theological opposition and from 
some motivated solely by prejudice. 
“Many individuals find homosexual- 
ity a threat." 

In answer to his theological oppo- 
nents, Warren argues that it is really 
a question of how we see the Bible. 
“Some see it as ‘the literal word of 
Gocf but it is better seen as a testa- 
ment to faith. In some matters, St. Paul 
had an astonishingly deep theology 
while in others he was rather shallow. 
This means that when Paul says ho- 
mosexuals are sinners or that women 
shouldn’t speak up in church, we 
should give consideration to this but 
we shouldn’t accept it uncritically. 


S ince the announcement that the 
French will resume nuclear test 
ing in the Pacific, pressure has 
been mounting to ban the use of nu- 
clear weapons. While this pressure 
should continue, it should also focus 
on other military weapons that cause 
unnecessary human destruction. 
Landmines are one such weapon. It 
is often forgotten that every 15 min- 
utes on each day someone in one of 
62 countries, will step on an anti-per- 
sonnel mine. Most of these mines are 
those left behind indiscriminately in 
countries where military conflicts 
have taken place, such as Cambodia, 
Afghanistan and even Vietnam. There 
are an estimated 85 million mines 
around the world. 

Mines have a significant impact on 
the lives of those in countries where 
they remain hidden indiscriminately. 
Often they are laid randomly around 
fertile agricultural and pasture land, 
around water sources and around vil- 
lages and towns. Some mines are 
made of brightly coloured plastics, 
which attract the attention of inquisi- 
tive young children. Other mines re- 
main hidden, making them difficult 
and expensive to find after conflicts 


I attended a recent service at City 
Uniting which Warren led and at 
which he invited Canberra’s Gay and 
Lesbian Choir to sing. The choir was 
well received and their last number 
"We are a Gentle Angry People” 
seemed to me to summarise a basic 
call to justice and equity which seems 
all too easily omitted by many Chris- 
tians. The other notable thing was 
Warren's sermon. The bible reading 


Car for sale 

LJ Torana, 6 cylinder, 2850 
cc’s, Canberra based, never in 
accident. Carefully maintained, 
compression fine, no oil leaks, 
new brakes, tyres, heater, 
universals and steeering. 
Registered July 96. $2000 ono. 
Phone Ian on 2012361 


Continued from page 8 
on the Australian government's role in 
providing arms and training troops to 
slaughter East Timorese and 
Bougainvillians? 

Perhaps Yvette, people have 
started “paying attention to policies" 
which is why they are turning away 
from the Labor Party in droves. 

Martin litis 


equation, what they would find is an 
undemocratic peak body controlled 
by the ALP right with a tradition of 
subverting student campaigns and 
subordinating students' interests to 
those of the Labor Party. Students 
don't need that. 

Let’s not fall for the ALP's filthy 
attempts to co-opt student campaigns. 
Here's to a strong national student 
movement that is independent of the 
parties committed to attacking educa- 
tion and strident rights. 

Kerryn Williams 


competition 


Last week’s 
photo 


Next week’s 
photo 


Who's doing the 
ALP's dirty work? 

Dear Woroni, ■ 

Running an NUS affiliation campaign 
would sound to most like the job of 
the ALP, but that's not the case at the 
ANU. In fact, those opportunist ALP 
student bureaucrats that you’d expect 
to be in the thick of it are nowhere 
to be seen. And why? Because they’re 
fortunate enough to have someone 
else to do their dirt)' work for them. 
That's right, this time the cries of “Yes 
to NUS.. .(blah blah)” can he heard 
from the mouths of the International 
Socialist Organisation, who have been 
only too happy to take on the role of 
ALP tail-enders. 

And why is the' ISO so kindly car- 
rying out the Labor Party’s shit work?? 
Well, because of their simplistic equa- 
tion “students- need unions, NUS has 
the word ‘union’ in its name, therefore 
students need NUS"!! 

Well, thank you very much, I’m 
sure the ALP will be eternally grate- 
ful for your assistance. But if the ISO 
would care to look beyond this cheap 


A poke in the eye 

Dear Eds, 

Just a quick note to thank all the stu- 
dents who bothered to turn up to the 
Board of the Faculties and a poke in 
the eye to the Corntack family who 
decided to stay at home, whose votes 
may well have swung the whole af- 
fair. Yes we went down by 16-14. 
Thanks also to the academics who 
voted with the students. Further/ sup- 
plementary examinations are going to 
be a major issue for the SA and the 
student reps on Itoard of the faculties 
next year — just when you thought 
(hoped) the issue was dead and bur- 
ied. 

Ben Clanchy 




WSM&kM 




Your caption here. 


What do you mean, I have to go to the chemist? 


The winner of this issue’s caption competition was Matt I.obb. He wins a $30 shopping spree at Acton 
Supermarket, ANU's home of Jolt Cola. For a shot at the next prize, send in your caption to the above 
photo by Tuesday 26 September. The most worthy caption will win! win! win! 
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iNsuRge 

Dirty, dole-bludging environmentalists 


W ith infrastructural 
deficiencies 
within the Woroni 
office threatening 
to bring the jour- 
nalistic process to a halt, that God of 
telecommunications the Office Goth 
stepped in. As other members of the 
office looked on in awe, he rigged an 
interview recording apparatus in a 
manner that would have made 
MacGyver proud. As a result, the 
Drunken Disgrace was able to talk to 
Insurge’s Chris Dubrow on topics 
such as life, politics and the band's 
new EP. A review of this latest musi- 
cal offering is included somewhere 
else in Woroni. 

It was with a feeling of apprehen- 
sion that I interviewed Chris Dubrow 
about Insurge’s new EP. After all, this 
man has been described by the Aus- 
tralian media as an unwashed loony 
commie enviro-nazi eco-terrorist. So 
it was a complete surprise when a 
humble and quietly spoken man 
called the office and identified him- 
self. 

Chris Dubrow grew up in Mel- 
bourne in a dysfunctional household 
with his alcoholic father and mission- 
ary mother. He left school at the age 
of 1? and went busking. The way he 
did this was in itself quite unique. He 
and a group a street kids would get 
tin cans and other percussive objects 
and have all day jam sessions in the 
CBD of Melbourne. This was later to 
become a major influence in his mu- 
sic. 

His first foray into the music indus- 
try was in a band called The Prosti- 
tutes whom he formed with a friend. 
Later he formed a band called 
Soulscraper which did well in the al- 
ternative nightclub scene and also 
released a couple of EPs. When the 
members of this band went their 
separate ways Chris moved to Sydney 
and formed Insurge. Other members 
of Soulscraper went on to form the 
Melbourne based industrial band 
Discordia. • 

Insurge’s music has been influ- 
enced by a number of factors. Firstly 


there was the urban industrial sounds 
from the busking in Melbourne. Then 
there were the influences from punk 
bands such as the Clash. Finally, in- 
dustrial bands such as PWE1 and 
Front 242 contributed to the sound 
that is Insurge. This combination has 
resulted in a sound that is pure mu- 
sical pyrotechnics. 

With the publicity that Dubrow 
has generated in the mainstream me- 
dia I felt it appropriate to ask him 
about his own political and environ- 
mental beliefs. Chris said that he 
didn't subscribe to any one belief but 
felt that making humane, sensible and 
just decisions was the most important 
thing. He is' of the opinions that the 
so-called democracy that we live in is 
not all it’s cracked up to be. This is 
reflected in his music, particularly on 
the track Welfare State in which he 
attacks people who complain about 
welfare but are perfectly happy with 
government subsidies for business. 

With respect to his environmental 
beliefs, Chris has been actively in- 


volved in eco-terrorisnt for die past 10 
years. He believes that the businesses 
responsible for the destruction of the 
earth such as the logging companies 
must be fought aggressively at board- 
room level where all the important 
decisions are made. He said that the 
fault of many green groups was to 
rely on lame pacifism and that this 
had been taken advantage of in the 
past. • ■ 

Unlike many environmentalists, 
Dubrow doesn't blame the workers of 
these industries. Rather he attacks 
both the governments and the corpo- 
rate management that are responsible 
for the environmental damage. He 
sees sustainable logging as an option, 
but feels that in general the rate at 
which resources are being used up 
cannot continue for much longer. 

When asked what the role he saw 
for his highly political music in soci- 
ety Chris replied: 

“I’m really just trying to challenge 
people into thinking about some of 
these issues that you don’t normally 


get access to in the mainstream me- 
dia. Real political power where the in- 
fluence come from outside from inter- 
national institutions and trans-national 
corporations. We don’t get encour- 
aged to look into it or study it at any 
university course and all the educa- 
tional facilities about that have been 
shut down deliberately. So it’s quite 
difficult, not impossible, but it takes 
a bit of time and effort to look into 
this stuff and get information about it. 

I do a lot of work on this and my 
music is trying to get people to think 
about it and look into it." 

When asked about what plans the 
band had for the.future he said that 
he was doing a lot of work on the 
band’s Internet homepage (<http:// 
www.real.com.au/insurge>). This 
web site, which is the largest Austral- 
ian band site on the Internet, has had 
a big response worldwide with record 
companies from both the USA and 
Germany taking an interest in the 
band. The site also offers the uncen- 
sored version of Welfare State. The 
version on die EP had a sample of 
Sydney radio announcer Stan 
Zemanek removed after the station 
2UE objected. The quote involved 
Zemanek saying that the DSS should 
throw dirty dole bludging environ- 
mentalists into jail. 

The band is also looking to do an 
Australian tour, with the Unibar being 
on the tour schedule. 

When asked what he personally, 
hoped to achieve with his career Chris 
replied: 

“I’m not really looking to become 
Australia’s Trent Reznor. My music 
gets my politics across and my poli- 
tics gets my music across. My ambi- 
tion is not to become rich and fa- 
mous. The ambition is to disseminate 
to an as wide as possible audience so 
these issues get discussed in the main- 
stream. Being a rock icon is pretty ir- 
relevant." 

Drunken Disgrace 


Political Prisoners 

Insurge (Warner) 

At the risk of sending someone run- 
ning off to their word processor with 
thejr sexual frustration held firmly in 
hand I'mgding to say that this is a 
very original and a very good E.P. 

This record is unapologetically po- 
litical and thus may not be welcomed 
by everyone. This is the second E.P. 
from the Sydney based industrial out- 


Dancing With An Angel 

Double You (Dancepool) 

This single features she remixes of the 
one song. 1 am of the opinion that 
one was more lhap adequate. The 
pathetic pun of a name is the bright- 
est spark of intelligence that this out- 
fit offers. As with most Top 40 dance 
music, the standard formula of poxy 
lyrics, electronic keyboard sounds 
and 140 beats per minute has been 
used on this dismal little CD. The 


fit and the music itself has a very ur- 
ban theme to it. Percussive objects 
such as kitchen sinks are blended 
with guitars, bass and daims to give 
the album an original boppy feel. This 
is then rounded out with some of the 
most bizarre samples to give a sound 
that is very different indeed. 

The songs on the record are pow- 
erful bothjn their sound and in the 
message they f deliver. Even if you 
don’t agree with.what, these! guys have 

I r.tyaq* pit i 


three people who are responsible for 
this single should all be dragged out 
of the studio and shot. This song will 
be forever playing in the elevator to 
hell and so I advise all ye sinners — ■ 
repent now and be spared this crap!! 

If you like listening to this kind of 
music go and spend your five bucks. ' 
Personally I’d like to send my. copy 
over to France and see it stuffed up 
Jack Chirac’s ring. 

Drunken Disgrace 


to say you’ll listen, if you like indus- 
trial music and don’t mind about poli- 
tics that is close to anarchy, give this 
E.P. a listen.- 

Drunken Disgrace 


Dum Da Dee Da/ 
Birthday 

The Philosopher's Stone 

This single could possibly be the best 
few dollars you spend out of„your 
Austudy. Oh man... who needs food 
or shelter? This single takes care of 
everything. Take the first track, Dum 
Da Dee Dum. It’s like being woken 
up at 10 am on a Sunday by soft, 
warm hands caressing your body. 
Greta Komaromy, on vocals, drips 


smooth virgin oil off every word, 
while the bass line thuds like a lov- 
er's heartbeat. And just as you drift 
off to distant recollections, the mas- 
sage turns to a frenzied hair whip- 
ping, with heavy guitar like fingernails 
across your back. I can't wait for the 
album. 

Tree-Frog 
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tlier; Ben Kingsley ( Gandhi ) and For- 
est Whittaker ( The Crying Game ) did 
their best, but weren't really given 
much to work w ; ilh. :> Natasha 
Henstridge, as Sil, gave to an alien 
character what could be expected of 
any model-cum-actress — 1 one re- 
view described her as being “as lus- 
cious as she is lethal", presumably 
summing up how good she was at 
picking up men, and brutally killing 
them, whilst baring her breasts to the 
camera. 

On the whole this movie is to be 
avoided. 1 wish I'd stayed at home and 
watched Star Wars, instead. 1 would 
recommend it only to those who live 
in the hope of a gorgeous six-foot 
blonde coming up to them in the Bin, 
begging to be fucked. 

Tree-Frog 


twist to end this tragic plot is that the 
hunters come anywhere near close to 
completing their objectives. ‘ 1 

The saddest thing is that this 
movie really could have been terrific. 
The special effects of Sil's 
metamorphises from human to alien 
form are stunning, and said alien form 
was created by H.R. Giger, of Alien 
fame. The cast wasn’t too shabby ei- 
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Species is no masterpiece. 
It is closer to a stillborn 
child. If the idea was 
conceived in five seconds 
of brilliance, the script and 
plot were spawned in not 
more than two hours of 
rushed and pointless 
labour. 


http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-page15270574 
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to see this as mere repetition. Perhaps 
‘evolution' more accurately describes 
it. 

“When I finish with a band ora 
record, sometimes I leave something 
and it takes me quite a while to get 
to the point where I realise that there’s 
actually a lot more I can do with it. 
Now 1 feel a desire to lake that part 
of my past under my wing again... 
because you can discard stuff — 
sometimes that's a good thing — and 
it’s important to reappraise and some- 
times pull things back in and develop 
them. 

“I think one of the other things that 
is a feature of A King In The Kindness 
Room is that it moves forward quite 
substantially. The album as a whole 
gives an indication of what I'm doing 
at the moment and what I might be 
doing in the future and that is a com- 
bination of drawing on things from 
the past and developing them but also 
doing tilings quite different from that. 
In a way I think that’s a feature of a 
lot of records I’ve recorded; there’s al- 
ways something that harks back to 
something earlier.” 

While Kuepper's complex arrange- 
ments are a hallmark of his work, the 
experimentation with electronic 
sounds is something new. 

“I think [the use ofnon-traditional 


ing its own thing, and this is what 
makes Lining Dead such a good EP. 

In many respects, the tone of the 
CD is set by the subtitle printed on its 
cover: ‘all the ideological delusions in 
the world'. It is always cynical, and at 
times quite political. While there are 
two tracks on the CD (‘Impact’ and 
'Synopsis’) which have a rather ambi- 
ent feel to them, a more typical 
Discordia sound seems to consist of 
frantic and aggressive guitars played 
over almost dancey drum machine 
beats, with numerous samples thrown 
in for good measure. Discordia also 
seem to like their sub-bass: this is a 
good CD to rattle the windows. 

‘Impact' and 'Synopsis' both rely on 
collages of samples and deal with po- 
litical subjects. The former is built 


around a series of sound bites from 
David Suzuki, while the latter contains 
grabs from several Americans trying (in 
the context of the song, unsuccess- 
fully) to explain why they need their 
guns to defend truth, justice and the 
American way. The other tracks gen- 
erally deal with the darker side of hu- 
man emotions. Some readers may be 
familiar with the songs ‘Living Dead’ 
and 'Parasites' from Canberra’s gothic/ 
industrial club offerings Fudge (now 
no more), Planet Pumpkin and Boing; 
or Beyond the Crane on 2XX. 

Of course, this kind of music is not 
everyone’s cup of tea. If you like 
Jimmy Barnes, Toni Pearen or East 17, 
the office goth's advice would have to 
be to stick with them and rot in hell 
for all eternity. If you are looking for 


Species 

Greater Union 


Imagine what if, twenty years after the 
Search for Extra-Terrestrial Intelli- 
gence programme conducted by the 
US Government was commenced, sci- 
entists actually received a response. 
Furthermore, imagine what if this re- 
ply consisted of a DNA code which 
geneticists inserted, Jurassic Park 
style, into a human egg. This is the 
idea behind Species , an idea which 1 
felt to be simply brilliant. I imagined 
, some Out of work screenwriter in a 
bar somewhere, or waking up from 
a dream, thinking “Whoal Hey, what 
if?!!", and, abracadabra, this science 
fiction masterpiece was born. 

Well, sadly, sarcasm is the lowest 
form of wit, and Species is no master- 
piece. It is closer to a stillborn child. 


If the idea was conceived in five sec- 
onds of brilliance, the script and plot 
were spawned in not more than two 
hours of rushed and pointless labour. 
Tlie modified zygote grows up ultra 
fast, and escapes its military/scientific 
imprisonment, just as it is about to be 
terminated, surely akin to the way in 
which Species escaped onto the big 
screen. For the next hour or so, “Sil", 
as this good looking and totally lov- 
ably aithless alien is known, cruises 
Las Angeles like someone from a 21 
year old virgin’s wet dream, trying like 
crazy to get a homo-alfen bun in her 
homo-alien oven — a kind of seek 
and root objective. Meanwhile, Un- 
cle Sam puts together a motley, if un- 
, likely bunch of civilians to track Sil 
down and exterminate her. Well 
Space-Marines these guys ain't, and 
Aliens this movie ain't, and the only 


Seas of Cheese alburn of a few yv.u 
ago. This track still has all of the 
Claypool trademarks such as three-fin- 
ger picking and harmonic runs and the 
overall effect is a feelgood song with 
some very funny lyrics. 

The single also features the album 
track Hellhound 17 1/2 (theme front) 
and a cover of the Residents song 
Hello Skinny. 

If you like Primus you’ll absolutely 
love this single. If you've never heard 
of Primus you’re missing out on some 
quality music. Go out and get it. 

Drunken Disgrace 


Ed Kuepper 


“1 don’t take the fans for granted and 
I don’t like to be taken for granted", 
says Ed Kuepper. In a twenty year ca- 
reer, Ed can't be accused of taking 
anything for granted; every album has 
marked a progression on one of'the 
most fascinating musical journeys in 
the world. Every album from Kuepper 
has a distinct character, which he 
works hard to achieve: ‘Tfeel that you 
have to convince people every time 
around.” 

That he is still relatively unknown 
is one of the great mysteries. From his 
days in seminal punk band the Saints, 
through the Laughing Clowns which 
stretched sounds to their breaking 
points before putting them back to- 
gether, and his solo work, he has in- 
fluenced and astounded those with 
the ears to hear. With A King In 'lhe 
Kindness Room, which he’s touring to 
promote, he’s experimented with a 
wide range of sounds. Was it deliber- 
ate? 

“I think I made a conscious deci- 
sion to make a reasonably diverse 
sounding album. . . at the same time I 
wanted it to be cohesive.” 

Part of the cohesiveness comes 
from the echoes of past Kuepper 
records, although it would be wrong 


Autobahn by Kraflwerk. That just re- 
ally impressed me as a band and as 
an idea." 

This subtle interaction of the old 
and the new gives his current work a 
sense of daring which is perhaps 
more oven here titan on his previous 


recordings. According to Kuepper, it's 
not just a good Introduction to his 
work for those who have never heard 
him, but “a terrific one in many ways." 

The need to develop his music is 
seen not just in his covers — he res- 
cues AC/DC's Highway to Hell from 
thick nihilism and Gordon Lighlfoot's 
evocative Sundown front obscurity — 
but in his approach to the new tour. 
Instead of going out with a band, lie's 
louring with regular drummer Mark 
Dawson, with whom he made a stun- 
ning album in 1990, Today Wonder. 
But Kuepper is adamant that this loiir 
is not a retread of that album, although 
lie's quick to acknowledge the pro- 
found influence the record has lutd 
upon his music of the last five years: 
■(The tour] will be a little bit beyond 
that. I can’t comfortably go out too 
many times doing exactly the same 
thing.” Even for those who saw him 
earlier this year, the show will be quite 
different; for those expecting to hear 
the new alburn reproduced perfectly 
live, the show will be a shock. But if 
his past is any guide, the show will be 
a revelation of one of the world’s great 
songwriters. 

Roger the CabinBoy 


Discordia 

Living Dead (Siren/Punctured Lung) 


The office goth is rather disturbed that 
he has just written his first rave review 
for the year. Melbourne band 
Discordia’s debut EP Living Dead is so 
good that he was backed into a cor- 
ner and left with no choice but to re- 
lax his critical faculty. Thanks guys. 

Living Dead is what would nor- 
mally be classified as industrial music, 
but this label hides as much as it re- 
veals about the band. Discordia are far 
more than just another bunch of guys 
trying to sound like Ministry or the 
Nine Inch Nails or, for that matter, any 
of the multitude of less well-known 
industrial acts to have graced this earth. 
Rather, the band seems intent on do- 


a well-produced and often fast and fu- 
rious industrial sound, then this CD may 
be what you are after. Buy several cop- 
ies, and tell the record store that the 
office goth sent you. 

Office Goth 


Naveed 

Our Lady Peace (Sony) 


A better name for this band would be 
“I Can't Believe it’s Not Pearl Jam”. So 
close are the sounds of these two 
bands that a sane, intelligent person 
would have trouble telling them apart. 
Naturally I had.no such difficulty af- 
ter seven or .eight beers. The essen- 
tial difference in that whilst Pearl Jam 
have become increasingly stylised 
arid have come' to rely on a set for- 
mula for their songs, Our Lady Peace 
have an invigorating freshness to their- 
music that makes it both' easy and 


enjoyable to ILsten to. This Canadian 
band have been making appearances 
in die charts lately and its quite easy 
to see why. 

The sound of this band involves 
continual changes in both speed and 
intensity and the effect of this is to 
really keep the listener entertained. 
People who like Pearl Jam. will more 
than likely love this album. Even if 
you are sick of Pearl Jam due to the 
radio stations playing diem to death, 
you may find Our Lady Peace worth 
a listen. 

Drunken Disgrace 


Wynona’s Big Brown 
Beaver 

Primus (Interscope) 


This song is the first single off the new 
Primus album Tales from the Punch- 
bowl and represents somewhat of a 
change in direction for the band. The 
song features Bass God Les Claypool 
playing his. Carl Thompson bass 
through a pre-amp. The effect of this 
is to give a fuzzy, chainsaw-like 
sound. This may seem completely un- 
Primusey but it is quite. a similar 
sound to the chorus in Jerry Was a 
Race Car Driver off the Sailing the 


instruments] is a real window into die 
future. I’ve been interested in elec- 
tronics for as long as I can remember, 
but just never done anything with 
them. I remember when 1 first heard 


Ed Kuepper will Ire playing al Tilley s 
on September 15 & 16 


all the ideoloncal 










Circle Of Friends 

Greater Union 


plot is at times baggy and constantly 
leaves loose ends untied, Circle of 
friends is not an example of brilliant 
screenwriting, what makes it special 


ality and his appearance are truly re- 
pulsive. 

Chris O’Donnell provides the film 
with Hollywood star power, (a qual- 
ity it could Have done without) but 
nevertheless gives an adequate per- 
formance. Fresh from his abysmal role 
in Antonia Bird’s Mad Love he strug- 
gles admirably to plug the holes in his 
accent and manages to finish each 
sentence with a boyish grin. The re- 
mainder of the cast all give strong per- 
formances, a highlight is Colin Firth’s 
as the English gentleman Simon West- 
ward. 

Circle Of Friends is at times cutting 
but never terribly profound in its ex- 
amination of social and religious is- 
sues. Catholicism gives the plot an 
extra dimension rather than domi- 
nates it singularly as O’Connor’s film 
exploits the romance genre and is ul- 
timately good enough to succeed 
above it. Spirited direction coupled 
with some inspiring performances 
make this film a pleasant surprise. See 
it with that special someone and 
you’re guaranteed to be a hit. 

Dan Silkstone 


Chris O'Donnell) and a romance of 
sorts begins. 

This may sound like the stuff of 
trashy novels and light frothy soap 
operas, indeed this is the impression 
given in the film's preview. There is 
more, however, to Circle Of Friends 
than lightweight romance. Director 
O’Connor uses the plot to provide a 
delightfully jarring insight into Irish 
society. Growing up in Ireland is 
clearly vastly different from growing 
up anywhere else. The Catholic reli- 
gion takes a battering from this film, 
accused of not only repression but 
regression. Roman Catholicism is jux- 
taposed neatly against the “savage” 
civilisations studied in Bennie’s an- 
thropology lectures and clearly 
comes off second best. 

The conservatism which requires 
sons and daughters to cede to the 
desires of their parents, is displayed 
as hypocritical. The society which 
teaches children that sexuality is im- 
moral and then releases them on the 
adult world, uninformed and ill 
equipped to navigate it, is ultimately 
responsible when a character such as 
Nan falls prey to sexual disaster. 

Despite these strong points the 


I am not the world's greatest romance 
fan, consequently I went to see Cir- 
cle Of Friends with a sneaking suspi- 
cion that thiswas not for me. Re- 
solved to picking flaws and becoming 
annoyed, an unusual thing happened. 
This film absolutely charmed me. 

Circle Of Friends is set in Ireland 
of 1957 and is adapted for the screen 
from the novel by Maeve Binchy. Di- 
rector Pat O’Connor seems far more 
capable dealing with a period and 
location which is familiar to him, this 
makes Circle Of Friends much more 
honest and successful than his earlier 
works such as die January Alan. 

Circle Of Friends follows the 
growdi of three young friends into 
adulthood. The unfortunately named 
Minnie Driver plays Bennie, the prin- 
cipal character who enters Dublin 
University with her friends Nan and 
Eve. Delighted at the new world she 
encounters it is not long before Benny 
discovers the opposite sex. The ob- 
vious love interest is Jack, the rogu- 
ishly handsome, football playing la- 
dies man (played by the ubiquitous 


The society which teaches 
children that sexuality is 
immoral and then releases 
them on the adult world, 
uninformed and ill 
equipped to navigate it, is 
ultimately responsible 
when a character such as 
Nan falls prey to sexual 
disaster. 


are the performances of some of its 
cast. Minnie Driver is wonderfully en- 
gaging as the self conscious Benny, 
her personality extends directly to the 
audience, you cannot help but like her. 
The honesty and integrity which her 
portrayal brings to the film makes it 
successful. Alan Cumming turns in'a 
similarly fine perfonnance as Sean; the 
odious, reptilian boyfriend in waiting. 
Cumming hams up the part of the 
Machiavellian villain, both his person- 


Burnt by the Sun 

Electric Shadows 


Nonetheless, I am now prepared 
to admit that my thousand word dia- 
tribe on Priest was as lousy a review 
as ever could be written. 

For that reason 1 was hoping to 
start afresh with Burnt by the Sun , 
but I'm afraid I can't lie cause I did 
not understand this film at all. The 
problem is this. 

When you aren’t all that staggered 
by “a staggering personal achieve- 
ment” (.New York Newsday ), when 
you aren't all that riveted by “a riv- 
eting display of bravura film making" 
C Variety), and when a “heart 
breakingly beautiful film" (New York 
Post ) doesn't break your heart, 
you've got to suspect that either eve- 
ryone else is wrong (including the 
Academy and the Grand Jury at 


Cannes) or that you missed some- 
thing. 

In this case I suspect the latter. 

Burnt by the Sun concerns a the 
life of revolutionary hero Sergei Kotov 
who leads an idyllic existence in 
Stalinist Russia during the thirties. 
Soon there appears a mysterious fel- 
low called Dmitri who eventually 
brings about Kotov’s downfall in a 
manner which I did not quite under- 
stand. Still, it was easy to sense the 
tension between these two characters, 
particularly in the context of the film's 
jolly atmosphere and given the fact 
that its acting is excellent. 

There was a strangely symbolic 
moment in an otherwise realistic 
movie when a little yellow sun sud- 
denly started moving majestically 


about Kotov's house, before crashing 
into a forest outside. At the end we 
come undertand what this means: both 
Kotov and Dmitri have been burnt by 
the sun of the revolution — both suf- 
fer for their ties to Stalin’s communism, 
Ultimately this film is a statement about 
the futility of political extremism. 

Before you commit your hard 
earned money to seeing this film, there 
are two things to note. First, it’s in Rus- 
sian, though there are subtitles. Sec- 
ond, the first half is blissfully pedes- 
trian, so you might be a little bored 
depending on your tastes in film. 

In any case, Burnt by the Sun is 
well worth seeing. 

Patrick Mackerras 




According to some learned commen- 
tators a film review is supposed to (a) 
tell you what the film is about and (b) 
tell you whether it is worth paying 
eight dollars to see. 

I am still rather sceptical about this 
notion. As a reviewer I always go to 
films for free, so it can’t be denied that 
I am somewhat shielded from the 
harsh economic reality of cinema-go- 
ing, and I fear that this may render 
invalid any opinion of mine (and a 
highly subjective one at that) as to the 
investment value of a film. How could 
I possibly tell someone that a film is 
or isn’t worth paying for? That would 
be the height of arrogance. 


television often promotes something 
more benign than social breakdown or 
violence, mere entertaining stupidity. 


The Betrayal of Chinky 

Don’t Forget Your Toothbrush 


So to keep the attention-span chal- 
lenged of us from idly switching over 
to see the latest doings of Billy, 
Amanda and Jake, Tim boasted a 
rock super star would be appearing 
soon. The super star was John Paul 
Young, who, without a hint of irony, 
sung Yesterday's Hero. 

Other short segments involved 
the studio audience, as well as un- 
suspecting home viewers. In a quiet 
Brisbane suburb a family was in- 
stmeted live by Tim to throw a vari- 
ety of household items out their win- 
dows, with the incentive of a cash 
prize spurring them on. The result 
was mattresses, cutlery drawers and 
pets being flung from the house, and 
on my part a growing conviction that 


having also played a regular charac- 
ter in the long running comedy, 
Cheers, His polite, but maniacally in- 
secure character discovered that the 
plumber in his bathroom was a 
former bully, whose intimidation 
made his high school years a misery. 
Nils, a victim of bullying by the 


It was a moment of rare emotional 
poignancy for the picturesquely 
named Nirelle on the premiere of 
Don't Forget Your Toothbrush (WIN, 
Tuesdays 8.30 pm). The-host, Tim 
Ferguson, had just told Nirelle that her 
beloved teddy bear, “Chinky”, wits 
suspended 200 ft above the waters of 
Sydney Harbou r. If she agreed to him 
being cut loose from the Channel 9 
helicopter she would win S2000. 
Caught momentarily in the glare of 
national broadcasting, she froze like 
a rabbit. However, this Faustian di- 
lemma was finally resolved. Cold- 
heartedly, she chose to let the teddy 
drop, only to look as if she regretted 
her decision as he plunged into the 
murky depths. Miraculously though, 
I ike;Teddy Kennedy, Teddy Chinky 
managed to fight his way to the sur- 
face, lo be' later rescued. 

While Nirelle was left to reflect that 
the psychotherapy made necessary by 
her cruel abandoning of Chinky on 
prime time television would probably 
account for most of the prize money, 
Tim pushed on with relentless enthu- 
siasm. Fie was obviously aware that 
his hardest job was maintaining the 
interest of viewers. The studio audi- 
ence were already his, after all, two 
of their number had the chance to 
leave for a holiday in New York that 
very night. We could go to commer- 
cials, or Melrose Place if we changed 
channels, but it was just not the same. 


Frasier 

Forget Newt Gingrich and liis cringing 
appeals to angry white men, Frasier 
(WIN, Mondays 8.00pm) lias drawn 
attention to a much more serious phe- 
nomena: helpless white-collar men. 
The growth of the service industry has 
bred a group of men who no longer 
know how their houses work, and no 
longer have too. Frasier (Kelsey Gram- 
mar) is just such a proudly white-col- 
lar man, with the high-rise apartment 
and striped shirts to prove it. He plays 
a radio psychiatrist, and thus we knew 
his attempt to make repairs to that 
most essential piece of plumbing, the 
toilet, was doomed. "We’ve mastered 
the intellectual world, but in the physi- 
cal world we’re still at, the mercy of 
tradesmen" Frasier challenged his 
brother Nils. • . 

For Frasier and Nils are, as their fa- 
ther (who lives with Frasier) gener- 
ously put it: “a pair of delicate doy- 
leys”. When he was 1 proved- right, 
Frasier had to call in a professional 
plumber. With flawless logic, he ration- 
alised to Nils that with his money: 
‘ Some plumber can buy a Dolly Patton 
album, which will meari her manager 
will make some more money and be 
able to send his cross-dressing son to 
us for $150 an hour." 

To carry off such lines 
unselfconsciously requires talent and 
practice. Kelsey Crammer has both, 


“Some plumber can buy a 
Dolly Parton album, which 
will mean her manager 
will make some more 
money and be able to 
send his cross-dressing 
son to us for $ 1 50 an 
hour.” 


plumber’s assistant brother, was 
placed in the same position. With psy- 
choanalysis and a certain amount of 
violence, Frasier and Nils dealt with 
the situation, but not before learning 
a horrible fact. The plumber, in a quip 
that leaps tall cultural barriers in a sin- 
gle bound, earns more money and 
has a larger and more expensive 
BMW than both. And he probably 
doesn’t even like Dolly Parton. 

Garth Crawford 
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50th Anniversary Activities 


THE AUSTRALIAN 
NATIONAL UNIVERSITY 


The University’s 50th Anniversary Working Party is looking for ideas for student activities to celebrate the 
Anniversary. Any club or society interested in holding such an activity should contact Matthew Darke on 
2799042. ' 

Some examples of Anniversary activities are the University Games, the Australasian 'Intervarsity 
Debating Championships, an Intervarsity Choral Festival and the 24th International ForeEtry.', Students iV 
Symposium. 

Anniversary All-faiths Religious Service: August 1996 A- , . 

Any religious club or society on campus which would like to be involved in in this service should call 
Matthew Darke on 279 9042. 1 ' r „ : v 


tumes. 


wives 


sion 


Madeira Takes The 
Cake 

Street Theatre Studio 

Madeira Takes The Cake is the lat- 
est production from Out of the 
Box. It is about 
two house- j/Fir 


who emerge 
from darkest sub- 
urbia to tell their old 
fashioned love story. 

They want their man, and 
they don't mind killing his wife 
to get him. 

in the absence of a Woroni re- 
ixirter, in fear of deadlines and of no 
publicity the creator of Madeira 
Takes The Cake, Matthew Aberline 
braves the worst and plunges into 
a questioning of his own torpid psy- 
che. Armed only with a dictaphone, 
a distort-a-mirror (irr case things start 
getting a little too familiar) and a 
very strong cup of coffee, he sets 
out to get the definative interview 
with Australia's greatest 
meglomaniac to date. 

So tail me Mai I bow, when Is Ibis 
play all alroul? Is il deeply human ? 


Is il strangely affecting? Is il beauti- 
ful? 

Yes, it is.. . At least, I think it might 
be... 

And the themes, Matthew? 

Well, yes and no... 


I’d also like to be gay, but I 
think I’m homophobic... 


Are they isolation, loiiliness, lust, 
desire, greatness, fear? 

Well, there’s a lot of black vinyl 
and a life-size dugong... 

Why did you feel the need to 
write ibis play, Manbcw? . • ' 

I think it's called sublimation... 

Is it because there Just area 7 
good plays out there these days? 

I think I was bored really... 

Plays with enough sex, enough 
~ uiotence, enough glitz, late love and 
happy endings... 

Soooo dull, so moral, have you 
seen the funding guidelines? 

Real plays/ For real people, who 
like teleivsionl 

Even Almodovar is rather dull, 
really.. .so disappointing, Good cos- 


Ah, at last, Almodovar; tell me 
about your influences, Matthew: 
Philip Gentry, Peter Brook, the Goon 
Show, you 've worked with Skylark in 
Canberra, havn'tyou? . 

I think it’s'Rocko's Modern life, 
ABC, 5-30 weekdays... 

Your whole life has led jKm to Ibis 
point hasn’t it, you're just a young 
man thrust out into the world with no 
positive rote models, a product of fast 
food junk culture! The initialed love 
child of MacDonalds and Absolutely 
Fabulous! 

I'd also like to be gay but I think 
I'm homophobic... 

And this is what spews out! The 
spetu of pop culture’s enfant tremble. 
II is spew, isn 7 it Aberline? 

Well, yes, I suppose so... 

Evety cloud of glitter has a sweaty 
sordid lining. 

Madeira Takes The Cake starts 
Wednesday September 6th. For more 
information or group bookings, call 
Tanya. on 2491339. Tickets are on sale 
at tlie door for $1 1.50, $9 30 conces- 


The River Ophelia 

Justine Ettler (Picador) 

This book will shock and offend most 
people. It is set in Australia amidst the 
inner-city world of grunge bars and 
clubs, drug-taking and kinky sex that we 
all know and love. It tells the story of a 
young woman, Justine, and her bizarre 
relationship with a man named Sade. 


This novel represents both an 
homage to and a subversion of 
Shakespeare's Hamlet and the nov- 
els fuslineand Juliette by the Marquis 
de Sade. It is a graphic account of 
sexual obsession and violence and 
Ettler successfully mixes this heavy 
stuff with jokes that are in really poor 
taste but are none the less very 
funny. 


Justine Ettler writes in a similar 
style to Bret Easton Ellis of Ameri- 
can Psycho fame and the novel 
makes references to his work 
through one of the characters read- 
ing the aforementioned novel. 

I found this book to be impossi- 
ble to put down and read it in one 
sitting. An excellent first novel from 
a promising Australian author. If you 


enjoy graphic sexual violence like me 
you’ll really get turned on by this 
book. 


Drunken Disgrace 


Tie Fighter 

LucasArts (Computer Game) 

Did you watch the Star Wars trilogy and 
feel sick to your stomach at those pasty- 
faced simpering rebels with their cutesy 
robots and talking teddy bears? Did you 
feel an uncontrollable urge to blast them 


to atoms, or jam Luke's liglisaber up 
his date? 

Tie Fighter lets you join the Dark 
Side as one of Darth Vader’s elite 
fighter pilots, dedicated to ridding 
the empire of democracy, free 
speech and anthropomorphic aliens. 
Thrill as your photon torpedoes tear 


apart an unarmed rebel hospital 
ship! Assassinate imperial officers 
known to have democratic sympa- 
thies! Moan as Darth Vader grinds 
his stiletto heels into your groin! 

The game plays well on my 386- 
33 PC but is best on a 486 or 
Pentium. The campaign play is great 


too; you are rewarded not only with 
medals for competing missions, but 
also get cool luminous tattoos on your 
body as you are initiated into the Se- 
cret Order of die Emperor. 

A great game for fascists, neo-fas- 
cists and Young Liberals alike. 

Hughjorgan 


ANU Chocaholics Society 

Pizza 

’ Chocolate 
Pulp Fiction 

Thursday 7 September 7 pm 
Haydon-Allen Tank Entry: $5 


The ANU Liberal’ Club proudly presents its annual 

Parliamentary Cocktail Party 

Parliament House 
Thursday 3 1 August 
7:45 for 8 p.m. 

After -party in Civic 

Tickets: $17 from the Refectory between 12 and 2 p.m. 
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Both can’t spell their own last name 

Both have credibility in the literary world 
Both -claim’ to be specialist in oral history 
Neither deserve the Miles Franklin Award 


. ■ : . 
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. Both are natural blondes? 




Both are famous, but they’re not quite sure what they’ve done 
, Friends call him “Captain Cucumber”; friends don’t call her 


.»• * * vV*- Vt! A' ' . .JX’VM'.*.* 


Peekaboo! Welcome to my humble 
crop shop! We had a debate over the 
validity of this photo, pn the basis that 
all crop photos submitted should be 
‘home’ grown, and these incredible 
specimens bear an uncanny resent- . 
blance to something the N.S.W police 
force would concoct. But, there's no , 
sign of those blue informs, and hence 
this collection of weed is awarded the 
honour of this edition's Pic of the 
Crop. 

The owner was only too happy to 
impart some words of wisdom to 
other weed worshippers on how to 
'encourage your nest heads to flour- 
ish. He says, “water your babies with 
Gro-Juice .(available from your 
friendly garden nursery), also spray 


them with this magic substance every 
two days. When they have grown to 
about 1 foot high, take them out -into 
the wilderness (Black Mountain) and 
replant them. Make sure that you hide 
them well, and put a fence, around' 
them, and with any luck, no-one else 
will' find them, and providing .you 
don't forget where you planted them, : 
you will be: rewarded with eternal 
bliss!” 

In gratitude for this, Woroni 
presents the owner with two free tick- 
ets to the Uni Bar concert of his 
choice. Remember growers, it's nearly 
end of year, so hurry and get your 
darlings, to the office for the recogni- 
tion they deserve. 


This week: No trivia, just a 
few things to think about 

• Why do you need a driver's license 
to buy liquor when you can't drink 
and drive? 

• Why isn’t phonetic spelled the way 
it sounds? 

• Why are there interstate highways 
in Hawaii? 

• Why are there flotation devices un- 
der plane seats instead of parachutes? 

• Have you ever imagined a world 
with no hypothetical situations? 

• If 7-11 is open 24 hours a day, 365 
days a year, why .are there locks on 
the doors? .... 

• If a cow laughed, would milk come 
out of her nose? 

• If nothing, ever sticks to TEFLON, 

how do they make TEFLON stick to 
the pan? • 

• If you tied buttered toast to the back 
of a cat and dropped it from a height, 

, what would happen? 

• If you're in' a vehicle going the 
'Sjieed of Ifght; what happens when 
. yoU'tUrri on/the headlights? 

• Why do they put Braille dots on the 
keypad .of the drive-up ATM? 

• Why do we'drive on parkways and 
‘park on ‘driveways? 

, • Why is brassiere singular and pan- 
ties plural? 

• •Why is it that when you transport 
something by car, it’s a shipment, but 
When you transport something by 
ship, it’s called cargo? 

• You know that little indestructible 
black box that is used on planes? Why 
can't they make the whole plane out 
of the same substance? 

• Why is it that when you're driving 
and looking for an address, you turn 
down the volume on the radio? 


Warden’s word on Woroni 

Because the staff of Woroni are so 
pathetically grateful for any wider rec- 
ognition of their work, there was de- 
light in the office a few Sundays ago 
upon the publication of Ian Warden's 
Reflections in the Canberra Times. 
Warden had caught sight of the fea- 
ture about students in die sex indus- 
try, and wasted no time in describing 
Worom as “lewd" and “irresponsible”. 
High praise indeed. He then quoted 
at length from an interview with 
'Amanda', who described the S&M 
fantasy she was paid to perform, in 
lurid detail — rather risque for a fam- 
ily paper such as the Canberra Times. 
Warden concluded: 

Amanda’s last, reflective re- 
mark stamps her as a Philosophy 
student, but what is distressing 
about this is Amanda and of 
course Misty’s betrayal of that sa- 
cred confidentiality of client's reli- 
giously observed by doctors and 
lawyers who are enjoined by their 
codes of conduct to respect the 
confidentiality of their clients and 
to remain what the tabloids call 
"tight-lipped" about their transac- 
tions with them. It is surely time 
for prostitutes, if they wish to be 
regarded as concerned profession- 
als, to respect the confidentiality 
of their clients too. rather than to 
gibber about those clients to jour- 
nalists from the gutter press. Can- 
berra is a small city and the 
aforementioned fetish is such a 
minority appetite that many of us 
feel sure that we have been able 
to identify Amanda and Misty’s 
candle-lit client from this descrip 
tion of the service he seeks, al- 
though journalistic ethics as well 
as my innate human decency pre- 
vent me from confirming or deny- 
ing which member of the ACT 
Legislative Assembly "Amanda" 
appears to have blabbed about 

Filler thinks he cloth protest too 
much — could he in fact be the indi- 
vidual in question? 


Under the censor’s eye 

More critical acclaim of Woroni, this 
time from the illustrious minds of the 
Office of Film and Literature Classifi- 
cation. Prompted by concerned citi- 
zens, the censors took a closer look 
at the edition containing the article 
“the 9 best places to have sex on cam- 
pus” and discovered it was full of 
rampant pornography. Fortunately, 
due to the assumed fact that the hor- 
monal students of ANU are desensi- 
tised to this kind of rubbish, a re- 
prieve from censorship was granted: 

“The cover illustration was border- 
line (and in other publications could 
well merit restriction) however, bear- 
ing in mind that Woroni would circu- 
late mainly throughout a University 
population, as well as the environ- 
ment in which it would be distributed, 
I consider that an 'Unrestricted' clas- 
sification is appropriate. Similarly, the 
content iri a publication of this nature 
does not require a restricted classifi- 
cation.” 

Whew. The editors of Woroni are 
reportedly grateful for this ruling be- 
cause it means that they no longer 
face ten years in jail gor circulating a 
restricted publication. Perhaps next 
lime they will check the law before 
going to print? 

Terrellsings for his supper 

The snap below depicts Vice Chancel- 
lor Deane Terrell (second from right) 
in a moment of rare glory, bursting 
forth into spontaneous song at Singa- 
pore night recently. 

Apparently it took the organisers 
quite a long time to persuade his 
Emminence to join in the fun and take 
up the microphone. But what on 
earth could he have been singing? I'm 
in the money? 
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course is being played on for the first 
time. Previous players have been 
known to become irate if they dis- 
cover someone else playing what 
they consider to be a private course. 

11. Players should not assume a 
course is in shape for play at all times. 
Some players may be embarrassed if 
they find the course to be temporar- 
ily under repair. Players are advised 
to be extremely tactful in this situa- 
tion. More advanced players will find 
alternate means of play when this is 
the case. 

12. Players are advised to obtain the 
course owner’s permission before at- 
tempting to play the back nine. 

13. Slow play is encouraged; how- 
ever, players should be prepared to 
proceed at a quicker pace, at least 
temporarily, at the course owner’s 
request. 

14. It is considered outstanding per- 
formance, time permitting, to play the 
same hole several times in one match. 

15. The course owner will be the sole 
judge of who is the best player. 
Special Note: Players are advised to 
think twice before considering mem- 
bership at a given course. Additional 
assessments may be levied by the 
course owner and the ailes are sub- 
ject to change. For this reason, many 
players prefer to continue to play sev- ‘ 
eral different courses. 

Bible Broadcast Bungle 

http://www.milk.com/true-stories/ 

bible_cd_story.txt 

Heard this on the radio this morning: 
a major Christian radio network is 
alerting its member stations to check 
their latest shipments of religious 
compact discs before airing them. It 
seems that some other CDs were mis- 
labelled at the factoiy and shipped 
along with the religious ones, Unfor- 
tunately the itinerant CDs were by the 
Dead Kennedys. A spokesman for the 
radio network said, “This is what hap- 
pens whenever people get around 
machines." The CBS newsreader, with 
masterful understatement, said, “The, 
Dead Kennedys CDs included songs 
such as, '1 Kill Children,’ which some 
Christian listeners may not find inspi- 
rational." f 


The World According to 
Student Bloopers 

(cashman@infi.net) 

The inhabitants of Egypt were called 
mummies. They lived in the Sarah 
Dessert and traveled by Camelot. The 
climate of the sarah is such that the 
inhabitants have to live elsewhere, so 
certain areas of the dessert are culti- 
vated by irritation. The Egyptians built 
the Pyramids in the shape of a huge 
triangular cube. The Pyramids are a 
range of mountains between France 
and Spain 

Without the Greeks, we wouldn’t 
have history. The greeks invented 3 
kinds of columns — Corinthian, Doric 
and ironic. They also had myths. A 
myth is a female moth. One myth says 
that the mother of Achilles dipped 
him in the Riyer Stynx until he be- 
came intolerable. Achilles appears in 
"The Illiad”, by Homer. Hoomer also 
wrote the “Oddity", in which 
Penelope was the last hardship that 
Ulysses endured on his journey. Ac- 
tually, Homer was not written by 
Homer but by another man of that 
name. Socrates was a famous Greek 
teacher who went around giving peo- 
ple advice. They killed him. Socrates 
died from an overdose of wedlock. 

Eventually the Ramons conquered 
the Greeks. History called people 
Romans because they never stayed in 
one place very long. At Roman ban- 
quets, the guests wore garlic in their 
hair. Julius Caesar extinguished him- 
self on the battlefields of Gaul. The 
ides of March killed him because they 
thought he was going to be made 
king. Nero was a cruel tyrany who 
would torture his poor subjects by 
playing the fiddle to them. 

In the Olympic Games, Greeks ran 
races, jumped, hurled the biscuits, 
and threw the java. The reward to Lhe 
victor was a coral wreath. The gov- 
ernment of Athen was democratic 
because the people took the law into 
their own hands. There were no wars 
in Greece, as the mountains were so 
high that they couldn’t climb over to 
see what their' neighbours were do- 
ing. When they faught the Parisians, 
the greeks were outnumbered be- 
cause the Parisians had more men. 


Rules of Bedroom Golf 

aww0442@tntech.edu 

1. Each player shall furnish his own 
equipment for play — normally one 
club and two balls. 

2. Play on a course must be ap- 
proved by the owner of the hole. 

3. Unlike outdoor golf, the object is 
to get the club in the hole and keep 
the balls out of the hole. 

4. For most effective play, the club 
should have a firm shaft. Course own- 
ers are permitted to check shaft stiff- 
ness before play begins. 

5. Course owners reserve the right 
to restrict the length of the club to 
avoid damage to the hole. 

6. The object of the game is to take 
as many strokes as necessary until the 
course owner is satisfied that the play 
is complete. Failure to do so may re- 
sult in being denied permission to 
play the course again. 

7. It is considered bad form to be- 
gin playing the hole immediately 
upon arrival at the course. The expe- 
rienced player will normally take time 
to admire the entire course, with spe- 
cial attention to well formed bunkers. 

8. Players are cautioned not to men- 
tion other courses they have play on 
or are currently playing to the owner 
of the course being played. Upset 
course owners have been known to 
damage a player's equipment for this 
reason. 

9. Players are encouraged to have 
propel' rain gear along, just in case. 

10. Players should assure themselves 
that their match has been properly 
scheduled, particularly when a new 


Before . . . 


And After 


This week in Top Chunks, we ven- 
tured into the kingdom of the real 
journalists to track down some gems 
of the print world, and here are some 
samples of quality journalism for you 
all. 

Canberra Times, (Fri 25) 
Bermugai, NSW A man fined $500 for 
interfering with a marine animal after 
he was caught riding on the back of 
a Southern Right Whale, said it was 
the whale’s idea to surface beneath 
him. . 

The Australian, (Fri 25) also got in 
on the act, except they labelled the 
man as a "whale harrasser" who was 
“interfering with a whale". 

The Australian, (Fri 25). Limoux, 
France An 82-year old man was 
crushed to death under a 300kg cross 
as he went to pay his respect to his 


parents in a cemetery here, police 
said. The man apparently stumbled 
over an iron wire serving as a brace 
to the cross which collapsed on him. 

Canberra Times, (Sat 26) demon- 
strated that even they are prone to 
using space filling tactics, such.as a 
picture of tvvo ducks crossing 
Sullivans Creek Road with the caption 
“Ah ... the benefits of a university edu- 
cation ... these ducks seem to have 
learnt their lessons at the ANU yester- 
day" 

The Herald Sim, (Sal 26) Can any- 
one translate this headline “Hurt 
Chase Cop It Sweet”? The article was 
about two offenders who injured 
themselves in a fall while being pur- 
sued by police. 

The Age, (Sat 26) states “Pope 
Chooses Women". Isn't that against 
his religion? 
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Thumbs Down 

To child prodigies. 

Did anyone happen to see the young 
musicians awards? I have always be- 
lieved that children are meant to be 
seen and not heard; especially if they 
are the kind of little bastard who can 
play solo the entirety of Handel’s Mes- 
siah. No parent wants a child who 
can upstage them, especially if Mums 
and Dads think an overture is what 
happens to Volvos at a demolition 
derby. Give me a child whose main 
achievement is bringing me the paper 
in die morning and I'll be more than 
happy to fund the tuition for my kid' 
to achieve excellence. 


Thumbs Down 

To the end of the X-Files. 

Why do Mulder and Scully never 
solve the fucking case? Is it really nec- 
essary to make viewers all over the. 
world groan with agony when they 
realise that you will never find out 
what makes those crop circles? I think 
the producers run out of motivation; 
they get half way through the story 
and say “Bugger it, let’s just end it 
there. I'm going home to watch 
Baywalch". Still 1 suppose it makes 
the programme more realistic if FBI 
never solve anything. Maybe Foxand 
Dana are just really shit detectives. I 




This phenomenon is usually restricted 
to Mercedes Benz models of the late 
eighties. Matching hubcaps say that 
the owner is loud, obnoxious and 
probably fresh from a Liberal party 
branch meeting. This decoration of 
wheels is only appropriate if your car 
happens to be a float in March Gras 
celebrations. 


Thumbs Up 

To Gilles de Rais. 

Who, I hear you ask? Gilles, born in 
1404 is probably more commonly 
known Bluebeard. Yes, he did actu- 
ally dye his beard blue, and quickly 
become the pinnacle of Fifteenth Cen- 
tury Funk fashion. Rumour has it that 
he may have been trying to impress 
his comrade in arms Joan of Arc. It is 
from the illustrious Bluebeard that 
that those fabulous Sex Pistols may 
well have been born. Unfortunately, 
Bluebeard died a death not dissimi- 
lar to that of 70s Punk — he was ar- 
rested for blasphemy and tortured 
until he confessed to sodomising, 
murdering and then eating 150 small 
boys, supposedly so the Devil would 
restore his small assets procured form 
many years of looting. Rather makes 
you wonder what Alan Bond would 
have to do... 

Granny X 


Morris the dugong had spent his long 
and carefree life wallowing in tropi- 
cal waters and working on his tan, but 
his number was up on the menu 
board of the occupants of a nearby 
south sea island. 

What perhaps, is more intruiging 
than these disturbing photographs is 
the psychological profile of the per- 
son who brought them in. Suzanne 
breezed into the office some time ago 
with the largest collection of slides 
featuring dead and disembowelled 
animals this office has ever seen, inf 
eluding numerous protected species. 
Just why one person would care to 
accumulate and then systematise So 


many pictures of dead things is be- 
yond our comprehension, However, 
her interest in the darkest of the cor- 
ners of Woroni has saved Pilfer, once 
again, from a dearth of material. 
Suzanne, Filler salutes you. 

Let it be known throughout the 
land that Filler does not sanction the 
slaughtering of protected species. 
However, Filler recognises that the 
indigenous peoples of this world have 
a right to manage their ocean re- 
sources in a sustainable arid earth-lov- 
ing fashion. ' ' 

Why you'd want to eat that thing 
is anyone’s guess. 


don’t think they’d know the answer 
to a case if it jumped up and bit them 
on the mobile phone. I think it is 
about time that the X-Files started 
dealing with the really important stuff, 
like what happened to my other sock? 
Who keeps giving money to Woroni! 
And why does Deane Terrell comb 
his hair over? 

t 


Thumbs Down 

To hubcaps that match the colour of 
the car. 
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Mercury cider 


Drink. . . 
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